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Watershed Questions for Braddock Supervisor Candidates — 2025 April Pavis-Shroeder

1. Resource Protection Areas and floodplains delineated along our streams and rivers are designed to limit erosion and
protect our citizens from flooding. Yet these undeveloped protected zones offer a tempting target for developers
hungry for low-cost alternatives to redeveloping in built-up locations. Additionally they provide appealing
“undeveloped” land for government works projects. What can Fairfax County do to maintain protections along our
waterways intact?

Absolutely not. There can be no exceptions when it comes to floodplains. We saw what happened in Texas over the
summer. We know what happens when humans don’t respect the power of nature. We must adhere to the
regulations we already have, and work with reputable environmental groups to regularly update the government on
what must be done.

2. Conservation corridors permit genetic flow of flora and fauna species between habitat areas, helping to prevent
localized extinctions. What can Fairfax County do to preserve and enhance conservation corridors on county property,
in county projects, and on private property?

Fairfax County should partner with organizations like FLAP, Friends of Burke Lake Park, and other park- and nature-
focused groups. When those who pay for the work, and those who volunteer their free time out of pure passion
work together, we can accomplish incredible things. These groups could go to HOA and civic association meetings
to implore residents to use natural alternatives to harmful pesticides and weed killers. Fairfax County could host a
Spring Pledge event where residents can sign a pledge that they only use natural products in their yards and
gardens, and those residents get a tree to plant on their property in return. That’s a win-win that has real impact
now, and in the future when that tree is rooted and provides shade to our animal friends.

3. Fairfax County adopted the Fairfax Green Initiatives to address climate change. Yet every day, trees, Nature’s simplest
carbon sequestration device, are sacrificed in favor of asphalt which increases heat island effect. This is often done in
the name of other environmental goals, such as bicycle paths or stormwater ponds. What can Fairfax County do to
reverse the trend of tree cover loss?

We absolutely should not widen (for cars) one more road; we should lessen our reliance on personal vehicles and
instead build up a robust, reliable, accessible public transport system. To reverse the tree cover loss, we should
start on the land the government owns. School land should be used for trees and native meadow space that
benefits our ecosystems.

4.1n 2017, a TMDL plan for Accotink Creek was approved addressing sediment and chloride, however Accotink Creek
remains an “impaired stream” and benthic invertebrate sampling remains solidly as unacceptable. What if anything
would you propose to improve the health of the Accotink watershed?



https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/fairfax-green-initiatives
https://www.accotink.org/2017/Vol_II_Final_SED_TMDL.pdf
http://www.accotink.org/2021/Vol_III_Final_CL_TMDL.pdf
https://aprilforbraddocksupervisor.com/

The goal should be to care for the ecosystem that was built since its construction in the 1940s without costing the
taxpayers millions of dollars in perpetuity. One idea | heard from a Braddock resident was to let the lake turninto a
marsh, which could result in the park becoming a destination akin to Huntley Meadows.

5. Fairfax County is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to reduce stream erosion. Yet the cause of the
erosion lies not in the streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can Fairfax County directly address the excessive
runoff from paved surfaces that is the prime cause of stream erosion?

Fairfax County is not the first county to create their erosion problem, so instead of reinventing the wheel (by paying
a contractor hundreds of thousands of dollars to figure out how to fix this) we must seek out how other
municipalities have corrected their own mistakes and implement those changes. The change could be revising the
mandatory minimum yard square footage for residences and commercial spaces, or requiring commercial
businesses to fully negate their carbon footprint by helping pay for environmental fixes. We know the cause; let’s fix
it creatively, but without asking tax payers to pay for something that zoning rules and developers caused.

6. The Long Branch Central Project, is a series of such stream restoration projects, focused on a single sub-watershed
upstream from Lake Accotink. It’s scale offers the opportunity to inspire neighbors to engage in complimentary
stormwater control projects on private property. How can more public education and inclusion enhance the
effectiveness of the project?

Educating the public is the only thing that can make this program effective. We should partner with residents who
already have robust native gardens, who are already bought into being good stewards of our park-adjacent
property. They can be ambassadors to the program, canvass their neighborhoods, post about it on their
neighborhood Facebook and Next Door groups, and bring in one residence at a time.

7. The future of Lake Accotink is being decided now. Sediment buildup from excessive erosion is accumulating in Lake
Accotink at a rate that has defied solutions for nine years of study and counting. Decisions on the lake’s future should
offer hope for preservation of the sole surviving freshwater mussel population downstream and addition of fish/eel
passage. What is your position on the future of Lake Accotink?

Lake Accotink was in my backyard for 14 years and | spent most of those years transforming my lawn into native
gardens. | no longer live in a house that abuts the property, but am still committed to doing what | can to ensure the
Lake’s ecosystem thrives. As | wrote above, one idea | heard from a Braddock resident was to let the lake turn into a
marsh, which could result in the park becoming a destination akin to Huntley Meadows. | love that idea more than |
love the idea of spending millions of taxpayer dollars every few years to scoop out sediment. | don’t have the one,
right answer, but | will work with the district, county, and passionate groups such as FLAP to do what is best for the
existing ecosystem and to be the best steward of taxpayer dollars.

8. Streams in Fairfax County are plagued by accumulations of immortal plastic trash that originates on paved surfaces
and flows down storm drains. Volunteer stream cleanups are merely a bandaid approach when surgery is needed.
What can or should the county do to address trash in Accotink Creek and other streams?

This has to come from residents looking out for our community together. We don’t want police officers tracking
down possible perpetrators, or staking out dumping grounds. Not that | want neighbors to be side-eyeing their
neighbors for small mishaps, but egregious environmental wrongdoings must be told to those who can do
something about it.


http://www.accotink.org/2020/LongBranchCentralProject2020.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2016/MasterPlanLakeAccotink2016.htm
http://www.accotink.org/2015/MusselSurvey2015.htm

9. Americana Drive in Annandale is plagued by continual dumping of construction waste, auto repair liquids and parts,
household goods, mattresses, and landscaping wastes. Our next Americana Drive cleanup is Nov. 11th and candidates
are welcome. Anyone is welcome to try to solve the problems of Americana Drive at the source. As supervisor, how
could you aid this distressed neighborhood?

There is no band-aid big enough to patch illegal dumping of these harmful products. We must levy massive fines
against the perpetrators. They should pay for the damage they do. | don’t the area so | can’t envision the physical
space, but could there be a fence, or other barrier, installed?

10. Fairfax County is collaborating with Virginia Department of Environmental Quality in developing a Northern Virginia
road salt management strategy to reduce salt contamination of aquifers, streams, and drinking water. What steps can
Fairfax County take to address this issue?

Fairfax County employs the drivers — whether county employees or contractors —and can put restrictions on their
salting. If someone is caught dumping or using an excessive amount, they don’t get a contract the next year.
Additionally, this also comes down partly to education. Do those who do the salting know about the harmful
effects of oversalting? How do we get those doing the work to care about the impact of their work? Do the
supervisors of those workers care about the harmful effects, or do they only care about worker productivity? This is
a large issue, not only on the shoulders of the workers. This has to be a conversation where everyone is in the room
together, not just VDOT and FCDOT leadership.

11. The Braddock Road Project proposes to eliminate roadside tree cover in favor of asphalt multi-use paths on both
sides. A number of neighbors suggest one side would be enough. Can you comment on the trade-offs being made for
this project and specifically how you feel natural resources protection aligns with capital works projects?

The Braddock Road project is an imperfect one. Unfortunately | can’t agree with only having a cycling path on one
side of the road, because no one should be crossing Braddock Road. Pedestrians, cyclists, and cars crossing
Braddock is partly what slows down traffic so badly. However, removing trees and other flora to make space for the
bike and pedestrian lanes will harm stormwater drainage. Again, this is an imperfect plan.

However...is the argument really about balancing the environment with pedestrian/cyclist safety? The greater
issue is the number of cars on the road. When we have a more robust public transit system and safer walkways and
bicycle routes, we won’t have as many cars on the road. That doesn’t fix the removal of trees, but it is hugely
impactful for the Lake and the surrounding ecosystem.

An issue like this cannot be viewed through one lens, and | hope that the disagreeing parties can come together
to realize that the main perpetrator is our overreliance on personal vehicles, and nipping that in the bud will do
wonders to course-correct some of our environmental concerns.

12. Cinder Bed Road Bikeway is in Franconia District, but the pointless degradation of forest habitat, the loss of globally
rare wetlands, the squandering of millions in taxpayer dollars when taxes are rising and budgets must be slashed, and
the taking of private lands to accomplish all this are countywide issues. Should Fairfax County take the opportunity to
direct the Bikeway onto nearby existing routes at far lesser environmental and financial cost?

In the time | have to fill out this questionnaire — 90 hours before the election — | cannot give this topic its due
diligence. Itis a deep question with many factors that a supervisor should consider — good stewardship of taxpayer
dollars, caring for our precious ecosystems that impact greater ecosystems such as the Chesapeake Bay, and
giving residents of the region a chance to use bicycles instead of personal vehicles to get around the region. Again,
| don’t want to disrespect the matter by answering without fully researching. If | am elected supervisor, you can be
certain that | don’t give off-the-cuff responses, nor do | look at an issue through one lens. | pull in the experts, the
users, the stakeholders, the possible victims, etc.


https://www.accotink.org/2025/AmericanaDriveCleanups2025.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2025/AmericanaDriveCleanuppre-eventVeterans2025.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2015/BraddockRoad.htm
http://accotink.org/2021/CinderBedRoadBikeway2021.htm

13. In the county planning process two concerns have consistently been seen. 1) Far too short of time for community
input or lack of communication in order to provide input AND, 2) Examining environmental factors happens too late in
the planning process. Generally speaking, after the train has left the station, there is NO turning back leading to
frustrated and angry citizenry. Can you provide when in the planning process you believe looking at environmental
factors are important, and how you would ensure communication for input is sufficient?

The environment — and those who consider it, champion for it, and speak for it — should come in at the inception of

a project.

14. When is the best time to plant a tree?
A —Now
B — 20 years ago
C -- All of the Above

+ Think about your watershed as a candidate asking voters to put our future into your hands. ¢+
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