
 

February 19, 2025 

The Honorable Mayor Catherine S. Read 
The Honorable Members of the Fairfax City Council 
 
Re: The Proposed George Snyder Bike Trail 

Northern Virginia Bird Alliance has developed criteria for evaluating proposed bicycle and 
multi-use trails that balance the benefits they provide against any environmental damage 
they cause. They are attached to this letter. We believe that the application of these criteria 
to the proposed George Snyder Trail or any objective evaluation of the proposal will 
demonstrate that the trail should not be built. Following is an analysis of three easily-
accessible locations along the proposed trail that demonstrates why the trail would 
devastate Fairfax’s remaining urban forest.  

We understand that several members of the City Council plan to walk a portion of the 
proposed George Snyder Bike Trail on Friday. As you walk, please note how dramatically the 
topography will be altered to create the trail. The starting point of your walk is at the 
Stafford Park parking lot. Walk along the proposed trail until you cross Stafford Drive, then 
go about 20 feet up the hill along the proposed trail.  At that point, the trail will be excavated 
6 feet below the current elevation. You can see that at Sheet PL-10 (page 54) of the 
George Snyder Trail Plans on the city’s website (“Stantec)” which I have attached to this 
letter for your convenience. If you look to your left, the ground will be excavated for a width 
of 13 feet to create a slope from the trail to the current surface. If you look to the right, the 
ground will be excavated for a width of 23 feet to create a slope to the current surface. 
This will create a gully 6 feet below grade and 36 feet wide at that point. You can see that 
at Stantec Sheet XS-52 (page 350, diagram 115-25, which is a cross section of the trail at 
that point. If you look forward, you will see that the trail will be excavated to smaller 
depths and shorter widths until it reaches the existing land surface, creating a gully 130 
feet long. See Stantec Sheet PL-10 (page 54). 

The Stafford Drive site is one of many instances in which the topography of the city’s urban 
forest will be dramatically altered to accommodate the trail. If you go to the beginning of 
the trail at Chain Bridge Road, you can see another area of excavation. Park at the Moose 
Lodge on the Chain Bridge Access Road. At about  275 feet from Chain Bridge Road the 
trail will be excavated 12 feet below grade. See Stantec Sheet PL-01 (page 44). There will 
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be a12-foot retaining wall on your left, and the ground will be excavated for 22 feet to 
your right to create a gully from the trail to the existing terrain. See Stantec Sheet XS-02 
(page 300). The excavation extends for a distance of 375 feet -- 125 feet behind you and 
150 feet ahead of you at smaller depths. (Stantec Sheet PL-01, page 44). Starting at that 
point (375 feet from Chain Bridge Road), up to 4 feet of fill dirt will be added to raise the 
trail above the existing terrain for a length of 175 feet. At the 4-foot height, fill dirt will be 
added 12 feet to the left of the trail’s center line and 13 feet to the right, creating a 
causeway 25 feet wide. See Stantec Sheet XS-04 (page 302), diagram  550. 

A  less-accessible but still visible point to evaluate the trail is from the far edge of the 
Willowwood parking lot near Eaton Place. As you walk or look toward Accotink Creek, you 
will see a low area on your left that will be crossed by a bridge. At the end of the bridge, 7 
feet of fill dirt will be added to raise the ground level to the height of the bridge. Fill dirt will 
be added for a distance of 150 feet from the bridge, in deceasing heights as the trail 
approaches the existing ground surface. See Stantec Sheet PL-05 (page 48). Where the fill 
dirt is 7 feet high, it will extend 20 feet to the right of the trail’s center line and 20 feet to 
the left, creating a causeway 40 feet wide. See Stantec Sheet XS-18 (page 316) at 
diagram 2250. 

These three sites are only a few of the many areas in which the proposed trail will require 
excavation, fill dirt, bridges and boardwalks. Two-thirds of the trail will be constructed 
above or below the existing land surface. The creation of the trail will have a devastating 
effect on the landscape that far outweighs any benefit the trail could provide. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Respectfully,  
 
 
Tom Blackburn 
Advocacy Chair 
Northern Virginia Bird Alliance 
 
Cc: Anna Safford  
Urban Forester 
Planning Division, Department of Community Development and Planning 
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