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Watershed Questions for Braddock Supervisor Candidates — 2025
Responses of Candidate llryong Moon https://www.moonforsupervisor.com/

1. Resource Protection Areas and floodplains delineated along our streams and rivers are designed to limit erosion and
protect our citizens from flooding. Yet these undeveloped protected zones offer a tempting target for developers hungry
for low-cost alternatives to redeveloping in built-up locations. Additionally they provide appealing “undeveloped” land
for government works projects. What can Fairfax County do to maintain protections along our waterways intact?

The Board of Supervisors needs to stand up to developers and ensure that our protected zones remain protected,
regardless of external or internal pressures to pursue government works projects. Our waterways are the cornerstone of
our ecosystem and we must treat them with respect or face the consequences of flooding and environmental
degradation.

2. Conservation corridors permit genetic flow of flora and fauna species between habitat areas, helping to prevent
localized extinctions. What can Fairfax County do to preserve and enhance conservation corridors on county property, in
county projects, and on private property?

Zoning practices and decisions by county agencies must protect our conservation corridors and prevent harmful
development on them. The County should also lobby the state government to provide additional financial resources to
enhance conservation corridors. Additionally, the County should incentivize (financially or otherwise) private landowners
to engage in conservation practices that preservice these corridors.

3. Fairfax County adopted the Eairfax Green |nitiatives to address climate change. Yet every day, trees, Nature's simplest
carbon sequestration device, are sacrificed in favor of asphalt which increases heat island effect. This is often done in the
name of other environmental goals, such as bicycle paths or stormwater ponds. What can Fairfax County do to reverse
the trend of tree cover loss?

Fairfax should impose and lobby the state government for stricter regulations on developers seeking to cut down trees.
The County should require tree canopy studies for any projects which would result in a loss of tree cover, and implement
policies that would require that tree cover loss must be offset by the planting of new trees. Additionally, the County
should identify land that can be used to plant new trees on, and should engage community organizations, schools, and
nonprofits to expand our tree cover.

4. In 2017, a TMDL plan for Accotink Creek was approved addressing sediment and chloride, however Accotink Creek
remains an “impaired stream” and benthic invertebrate sampling remains solidly as unacceptable. What if anything
would you propose to improve the health of the Accotink watershed?

Lake Accotink has posed environmental challenges to Braddock District for years, increasingly filling up with stormwater
runoff as costly studies slow down the County’s response. | understand that we must act rather than let the issue remain
unresolved. As Supervisor, | will work with the community to find reasonably acceptable solutions without further delay.


https://www.moonforsupervisor.com/

5. Fairfax County is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to reduce stream erosion. Yet the cause of the
erosion lies not in the streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can Fairfax County directly address the excessive runoff
from pawved surfaces that is the prime cause of stream erosion?

There are numerous practical solutions to reduce runoff and the erosion caused by it. These include building stormwater

retention ponds, encouraging building owners to install green roofs, using permeable pavement, and planting maore trees
and vegetation on county land.

. The Long Branch Central Project, is a series of such stream restoration projects, focused on a single sub-watershed
upstream from Lake Accotink. Its scale offers the opportunity to inspire neighbors to engage in complimentary
stormwater control projects on private property. How can more public education and inclusion enhance the
effectiveness of the project?

The Long Branch Central Project will have a meaningful impact on resolving issues related to Lake Accotink and cleaning
up Fairfax's waterways, but it must be accompanied by private action to fully achieve the revitalization of Lake Accotink.
We should engage in a public awareness campaign through posters, signs, school visits, social media, mailers, canvassing,
and more to ensure private property owners know how they can contribute to the cause, and the benefit they will derive
from cleaning up the waterways. If the local community buys into this project and engages in restoration efforts on their
private property, it will greatly enhance the success of the project.

7. The future of Lake Accotink is being decided now. Sediment buildup from excessive erosion is accumulating in Lake
Accotink at a rate that has defied solutions for nine years of study and counting. Decisions on the lake’s future should
offer hope for preservation of the sole surviving freshwater mussel population downstream and addition of fish/eel
passage. What is your position on the future of Lake Accotink?

Having lived in Braddock for nearly 40 years, | have a personal connection to and stake in the restoration of Lake
Accotink. This issue has been kicked to the curb and delayed by costly studies too many times. | am running for District
Supervisor because | believe Braddock should be the best place to live, work, and raise a family, and for that to happen
we must preserve wildlife and restore Lake Accotink. If elected, | will push the Board of Supervisors for immediate action
on the issue so that future generations will not have to continue to deal with this issue.

8. Streams in Fairfax County are plagued by accumulations of immortal plastic trash that originates on paved surfaces
and flows down storm drains. Volunteer stream cleanups are merely a bandaid approach when surgery is needed. What
can or should the county do to address trash in Accotink Creek and other streams?

Using funds designated for Fairfax County public works projects, | would add tall fencing to prevent illegal dumping. |
would install multilingual signage around Americana Drive to reduce unnecessary waste, including specific information
on where to properly dispose of hazardous materials like motor oil. To address the growing problem of plastic pollution,
we need to look at root causes. That includes supporting policies such as expanded plastic bag fees and encouraging local
businesses to adopt compostable or reusable packaging alternatives. Reducing plastic at the source is critical to
protecting our streams and natural resources for the long term.

9. Americana Drive in Annandale is plagued by continual dumping of construction waste, auto repair liguids and parts,
household poods, mattresses, and landscaping wastes. Our next Americana Drive cleanup is Nov. 11th and candidates
are welcome. Anyone is welcome to try to solve the problems of Americana Drive at the source. As supervisor, how
could you aid this distressed neighborhood?

First of all, this would require honest conversation with the residents living in the area first. After all, they live there, and
it is their neighborhood they should care about. To help protect Accotink Creek and improve neighborhood quality of life,
| would consider an ordinance prohibiting parking on unpaved surfaces or above the curb, which contributes to soil
ernsion and sediment runoff. | would also advocate for limiting street parking to one side of the road in impacted areas
to reduce congestion, improve safety, and minimize environmental degradation. Additionally, | would strengthen code



compliance efforts by increasing monitoring and enforcement of illegal parking, dumping, and overcrowding, issues that
directly affect both the environment and residents” well-being.

10. Fairfax County is collaborating with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality in developing a Northern
Virginia road salt management strategy to reduce salt contamination of aguifers, streams, and drinking water. What
steps can Fairfax County take to address this issue?

Gaining the support and feedback of stakeholders is essential for securing future funding related to the Accotink Creek
Total Daily Maximum Load (TMDL). To facilitate this, Fairfax County should organize public meetings and offer
opportunities for community input at the start of the Salt Management Strategy. Additional stakeholder and workgroup
sessions should be held throughout the development process, ending with a public meeting and comment period to
review the draft 5alt Management Strategy document. | will also work to raise public awareness in a way that encourages
responsible behavior and builds lasting support for improving deicing and anti-icing methods.

11. The Braddock Road Project proposes to eliminate roadside tree cover in favar of asphalt multi-use paths on both
sides. A number of neighbors suggest one side would be enough. Can you comment on the trade-offs being made for
this project and specifically how you feel natural resources protection aligns with capital works projects?

Matural resource protection should never be treated as secondary to capital works projects. Fairfax County must
integrate this consideration from the outset. For example, removing roadside tree cover to install multi-use paths risks
habitat loss, reduces stormwater control, and diminishes air quality. The community’s perspective is therefore essential
in weighing these trade-offs and guiding how we can balance the protection of natural resources with the goal of making
Braddock Road more accessible to its constituents.

12. Cinder Bed Road Bikeway is in Franconia District, but the pointless degradation of forest habitat, the loss of globally
rare wetlands, the squandering of millions in taxpayer dollars when taxes are rising and budgets must be slashed, and the
taking of private lands to accomplish all this are countywide issues. Should Fairfax County take the opportunity to direct
the Bikeway onto nearby existing routes at far lesser environmental and financial cost?

Yes, | believe Fairfax County should take this opportunity to reconsider the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway route. The
environmental and financial consequences are countywide concerns. A core priority of my campaign is to enhance the
cost-efficiency of government and public work projects. If a nearby existing route can meet transportation goals while
protecting natural resources, avoiding private land takings, and reducing public expense, then that’s clearly the better
path forward.

13. In the county planning process two concerns have consistently been seen. 1) Far too short of time for community
input or lack of communication in order to provide input AND, 2) Examining environmental factors happens too late in
the planning process. Generally speaking, after the train has left the station, there is NO turning back leading to
frustrated and angry citizenry. Can you provide when in the planning process you believe looking at environmental
factors are important, and how you would ensure communication for input is sufficient?

While it's important to consider environmental factors throughout a project’s implementation, | believe they must be
prioritized much earlier in the planning process. We should establish a team of environmental specialists and key
stakeholders to identify potential risks upfront. This proactive approach would improve transparency and create a
stronger communication system for the residents of Fairfax County. Once public funds are committed and a project gains
momentum, changing course becomes extremely difficult. That's why making environmental review a front-end
requirement is essential to protecting our natural resources before irreversible decisions are made. Equally important is
ensuring that the community is meaningfully involved at every stage, not just as a formality at the end. | support
extending public comment periods and making the process more accessible to working families and residents, including
multilingual residents, s0 everyone has a real opportunity to voice their concerns and shape the future of their
community.

14. When is the best time to plant a tree?



A—Now
B — 20 years ago
C -- All of the Above

+ Think about your watershed as a candidate asking voters to put our future into your hands. ¢
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