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From: Friends of Accotink Creek 
Sent: 7/26/25  
To: FCDOT 
 Subject: RE: Thank you! 
 

We, members of Friends of Accotink Creek, want to thank you for showing us the I-495 bike overpass options you 
have conceived. Your care and professionalism in thinking about the physical features of the three areas is to be 
commended. And we thank you for all the work you have done on the planning thus far.  

It was great to share opportunities to discuss environmental and community concerns in our walkabout. From the 
environmental advocacy perspective, it was especially gratifying getting to discuss some of the precious remaining 
wetlands, and the benefit of those wetlands to the aquatic and riparian environments downstream. One point we 
briefly talked about that we want to emphasize is the need for many of our communities' other species to migrate 
between green areas of the county for the sake of their survival in the habitats in which their species have 
specialized. Isolation in smaller islands of native habitat is weakening many indigenous species, and more blink out 

of existence every day.   

The High Line in NYC is a well-known example of the type of vegetated pedestrian structure that could facilitate 
wildlife connectivity.  The graphic below illustrates examples in our own area, three bridges crossing Four Mile Run 
between Arlington and Alexandria.  Gallows Road has no stream crossings, but in other cases bridges and culverts 
over streams offer low-cost options for facilitating movement of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife.  

In all cases, exotic invasive plant species take advantage of the land disturbance associated with 
projects.  Incorporating invasives management into construction and post-project monitoring can help reduce the 
problem. 

It was concerning to learn how late in FCDOT's processes professional environmental inputs are required during 
project planning.  More timely implementation could be as simple as today's informal walkabout, enabling planners 

to become aware of issues that likely would come up later in the process.  

To encourage further events like today's from 'the top down,' we suggest incorporating some mention of natives 
species' needs in your strategy brief and documents the public sees about FCDOT's planning processes. We 
believe the native species deserve the County's concern under the category of "livability" that is fully supported 
throughout the Complete Streets strategy and mission statements. Implementation of the strategy update could be 
no-cost, as simple as what we did today with Project Managers who shared some time with our groups.  Other 
County agencies would no doubt be readily available to collaborate to fulfill County goals such as Natural 
Landscaping , invasives control , and Resilient Fairfax. 

Thank you all for your service, and may we join in planning transportation infrastructure that actually helps restore 
health to our complete communities. 

We look forward to learning how you will proceed, and please let us know of any way we might assist. 

Sincerely, 

Friends of Accotink Creek : : www.accotink.org : :  
><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><((((º> “Find just one other person who cares.”   ><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><((((º>¸.·´¯`·.¸. ><((((º> 
#SaveCinderBedWoods 

https://www.thehighline.org/photos/seasons/spring/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planningcommission/sites/planningcommission/files/assets/documents/pdf/environment/natural%20landscaping%20presentation%20032119.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planningcommission/sites/planningcommission/files/assets/documents/pdf/environment/natural%20landscaping%20presentation%20032119.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/invasive-species/working-together
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/resilient-fairfax
http://www.accotink.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/savecinderbedwoods


 
  

From: "Friends of Holmes Run" <friendsofholmesrun@gmail.com> 

Sent: 7/24/25  

To: FCDOT 

Subject: Thank you! 

 

Thank you for meeting with us today for a walk-through of three of the six potential sites for an eventual 

bike/ped bridge across the beltway. It  was very helpful to compare observations regarding existing 

conditions/features, site constraints, and how to improve connectivity in ways that won't add to the decimation 

of our remaining green spaces. 

 

For your interest, I've attached the 3-page inventory of flora/fauna from around 1970, before the office park was 

built. It seems to include the exact area we walked today.  

 

Also, I told a couple of you that I'd share the title/author of the recent book about road ecology that 

mentions wildlife crossing strategies.  That would be Crossings by Ben Goldfarb. Highly recommend.   

 

Have a good rest of the summer 

 

Yours, 

Friends of Holmes Run 

https://www.amazon.com/Crossings-Ecology-Shaping-Future-Planet/dp/1324005890


 



 



 


