
1 

 

Our meeting notes serve as bulletins of our activities, interests, and discussions, supplemented by 
your submissions.​ ​  

 
Friends of Accotink Creek Town Meeting – July 15, 2025 
Next Meeting: August 19  (Third Tuesday of each month via 
on-line meeting: Login info will be posted with the meeting notice in the  
Friends of Accotink calendar.) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
​  
Present:  Gary Bangs, Philip Latasa, Susan Kuiler, Brian Slawski, Sandy Collins, Avril Garland, Kim Schauer, 
Peter Clark, and Juliana Cui (Representing Supervisor Palchik) , all via on-line meeting. 
   
AGENDA:     

 
 
• Represent FACC:  

o​ Gallows Road Study: Philip reported that there will be two Public Meetings that will present the 
long-term recommendations for Gallows Road, July 15 and 17 at 6:00 PM.  These studies have 
been going on for a few years and now we are to see the first results.  Friends of Holmes Run has 
been involved in these studies since our two watersheds will be affected.   They are planning an 
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onsite visit to look at a potential crossing overhead of I-495 July 24th which FACC plans to 
participate in.  
 
Gallows Road is the rough dividing line between our watershed and Holmes Run, so we have 
been depending on them to keep watch on progress of the study but we should now be involved 
in the public comment process. 
 

o​ Transportation Priorities Plan: Philip said that the 2025 – 2030 Transportation Priorities Plan will 
be the topic of an online public meeting on Wednesday, July 16, 2025, at 6 p.m. 
We can participate by submitting comments at the meeting or online by July 23rd. 

●​ More info and submit comments  
●​ Transportation Priorities Plan with listed projects 

 
o​ Lake Accotink Dredging Open House: Philip said that those of us who can should check out this 

open house on July 19  to learn about the status of the dredge studies of the lake. 
 

o​ Latino Conservation Week, September 13 – 21, 2025, Beverley (5 min) 
Philip reported that Latino Conservation Week will be September 13-21 and Beverley generally 
uses her invasives management workday for that event.  Since Beverley was unable to make this 
meeting, discussion was paused until August meeting. 

 
• Accotink Gorge:  Philip said that we still need to set some fall workdays.  We would have to work 
around the dates for the International Coastal Cleanup.  We should try to do at least one date on a 
weekday to host the students of the nearby Angelus Academy.  Avril said she would talk with the 
Academy for potential best days.  Additionally, she will coordinate with naturalists that are interested 
and try to get additional IMA site leaders who are qualified to use herbicide. 
 
• International Coastal Cleanup: Philip asked if everyone was okay with the list of dates he had sent out 
for review.  With no objections, he will go forward with setting this up. 
 
• George Snyder Trail: Sue stated that the pro bono legal examination of the City’s contract with VDOT is 
promising.  The contract language clearly states there will be no payback obligation for the City if the 
project is cancelled.  They will be discussing the best way to move forward to try to get another vote 
authorized by the city council.   
 
• Pickett Connector Trail: Sue said the July 8th City Council meeting included a discussion of the Pickett 
Connector Trail.  There was no vote, but the discussion did not bode well.  The City staff members 
making the presentation seemed to be successful at swaying most of the Council to their point of view.  
The project is currently paused, so the Council would need to vote to start it up again. 
 
Philip said that this trail would be much shorter than the George Snyder Trail, with less need for massive 
earthmoving, but it is more objectionable because it is so redundant, with two existing parallel 
alternative routes. 
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Don’t make the perfect the enemy of the good –  

The existing route on the west side of Pickett Road works just as it is. 
 
• Cinder Bed Road Bikeway: Gary provided an update on improvements that are occurring on Loisdale 
Trail which runs parallel to Cinder Bed trail but on the west side of the railroad tracks.   
 
Philip stated that the group of the interested will be meeting in person with Supervisor Lusk July 16.  
There is no reason to expect any breakthroughs, the hope is that segment 6 which causes the most harm 
can be rerouted yet. 
 
Philip also said the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway is one of the projects listed on The Transportation Priorities 
Plan.   
 
Another project on the plan is the Frontier Drive Extension, directly across the railroad tracks from the 
Bikeway.  It would put a four-lane road across the Long Branch south tributary beside the Springfield 
Metro at the cost of up to 22 acres of woods.   
 
Anyone submitting  individual comments on the Transportation Priorities Plan should mention both 
these projects.  FACC submitted comments on Frontier Drive previously.. 
FACC Frontier Drive Extension comments 2022 
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• Fort Belvoir PFAS Discharge:  Philip said that FACC submitted written comments for the Fort Belvoir 
discharge permit, but the public hearing was a bigger thing than we had thought.  Potomac Riverkeeper , 
Nature Forward, Northern Virginia Bird Alliance, and Southern Environmental Law Center were all there, 
speaking in defense of Accotink Creek when we could not be present.  We should try to stay involved 
with the issue and in contact with these other organizations. 
 
• Daniels Run Elementary School: Dave provided the following update on activities. 

o​ Literacy Garden Boat Replacement 
Juan will take charge of replacing the boat during the CareFirst volunteer workday tomorrow. 

o​ CareFirst Equity Week 
CareFirst will send about 30 volunteers, along with a videographer and a  Senior Vice President.  
This senior level representation may be an opportunity to improve their support for the Daniels 
Run projects. 

 
                                                                The new boat is delivered 

 
• Fairfax PRISM: Dave indicated that he had been working with a group to establish a PRISM group to 
address invasive plants in Fairfax County similar to Blue Ridge PRISM.  They were asking for FACC to be 
listed as an official partner.  This was approved by the board. 
 
• Donations: Philip reported that we received $1500.00 from Vivian Morgan-Mendez on behalf of the 
Friends of Nottoway 
 
• Whither FACC:  

o​ Philip reminded all that we need some planning for the FACC 20th Anniversary with a possible 
event in December.. 

 

July 15, 2025  Bulletin of the Proceedings of the Friends of Accotink Creek 
 

4 

https://www.facebook.com/AccotinkCreek/posts/pfbid0JZYRnUF6sEFQk9jEgdjgmzPTPXMU9wzqR5KkBFGHByKHnNMAmBttpiYZXFAQTQuPl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWFUxoH1VMOoqE8ZSqnEmPQM_8jQ0TzJ0l3Ys5rH84WFrcN_R99de7WU-S-W2cNsfCZdUphjqTKtKoNDVRt_A9iKwB7OAcPEEDUeU0mG3r9OFsmf2gRN_AYITjr4WzUUg8ify2u4L40BwUxp12ritdPvZ_gvk6W4HrdnV5U08bUBLKIW-IcEDBOkgLv1leSuOWMygs2qcgrZeflzTsShnJj&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.accotink.org/2025/FortBelvoirPFASPermitComments20250530.pdf
https://www.fairfaxprism.org/about-us
http://www.accotink.org/2019/WhitherFACC2019.htm

