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Regarding the Braddock Road Multimodal Improvement Project
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- June 2, 2025, public meeting -

Comments of the Friends of Accotink Creek

"Begin with the premise that the automobile must accommodate the earth, rather than vice versa."

o Danbury Forest Drive Realighnment - Thank you for continuing to hold firm against realigning
Danbury Forest Drive through the wooded floodplain of Long Branch. The care this decision
shows for environmental concerns is much appreciated.

o Street trees - It appears funding can be found for cutting down forests for project after project,
including this one. Yet we learned at the meeting that planting and maintaining a line of street
trees would exceed available funding and must be left to the neighboring civic associations. This
is nonsense. Street trees should be an integral part of every road project and are properly the
responsibility of VDOT.

e Shared use paths on both sides - While improved bicycle travel opportunities are much
welcomed, the cost in habitat loss and dollars is daunting. Our thoughts:

o Braddock Road from Guinea Road to Rt. 28 has had a shared use path on one side for
decades. Long term observation of that path shows a minimal level of usage (other than
the Tuba Man). Similar levels of usage are to be expected for the new shared use paths
provided by this project. Can this level of expected usage really justify the cost in dollars
and habitat of building and maintaining paths on both sides?

o If concern for bicyclists needing to cross Braddock Road is a motive for two shared use
paths, maybe safer crossings would accomplish the same goal. Maybe the same amount
of money could accomplish much more if applied to safer crossings.

o VDOT’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Treatments offers a rich palette of safety options which
should be liberally painted along this corridor, turning it into a showcase.

o "National best use" practices were cited at the meeting as a motive for two shared use
paths. The current Rolling Road project and the recent Rt. 50 Blake Ln to Prosperity Ave
project both seem to have been possible with a shared use path on only one side.

o Shared use paths in general have too many obstacles and delays at driveways &
intersections. If we cannot find ways to make these shared use paths considerably more
inviting, we can expect the same sparse use that we typically see.

o Foregoing the shared use path on one side would free up plenty of funds for street
trees.

e Redundant path - What happens to the old existing trail when new shared use paths are
installed? Abandonment in place would be irresponsible. Removal of old pavement, combined
with environmental restoration, is called for.

e Stormwater ponds - Final configuration of stormwater should avoid fragmentation of
surrounding wooded habitats. Ponds should be vegetated and wooded with native plant and
tree species.

e Retaining walls - As well as their welcome role in limiting tree loss, retaining walls offer an
opportunity for providing habitat themselves by planting native vines and employing blocks
designed to provide habitat-creating planting pockets.

e Interagency collaboration - Much of the project area is also the subject of the Long Branch
Central Watershed Management Area Project to reduce stormwater runoff. Please coordinate
with Fairfax County Public Works to achieve maximum synergy toward the accomplishment of
mutual stormwater contrail and environmental goals.
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e Retaining walls should be designed for civic aesthetics, rather than being blank concrete
expanses. - The preferred way for the walls to achieve an aesthetic effect is to be managed as
“cliff habitat”, i.e. employing plantable blocks and planted with natives, including climbing
native vines. [https://www.rcpblock.com/walls-plantable.html]

e Crosswalks: - All intersections should have crosswalks in all four quadrants, to make the zone
more inviting to pedestrian travel. This is especially so in light of staff statements during the
meeting of the danger of multiple road crossings.

e Erosion and sediment control - The construction of the 495 Express Lanes is bitterly
remembered by neighbors of Lake Accotink for having sent egregious amounts of sediment
downstream to aggravate the need for early dredging. This project bears the responsibility of
applying erosion and sediment controls during construction that go above-and-beyond legal
minimums.

Our previous comments of December 21, 2022, are still applicable.

Friends of Accotink Creek
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