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ACCOTINK (REEK

Watershed Questions for Braddock Supervisor Candidates — 2025

1. Resource Protection Areas and floodplains delineated along our streams and rivers are designed to limit erosion and
protect our citizens from flooding. Yet these undeveloped protected zones offer a tempting target for developers
hungry for low-cost alternatives to redeveloping in built-up locations. Additionally they provide appealing
“undeveloped” land for government works projects. What can Fairfax County do to maintain protections along our
waterways intact?

During my studies for my Master's of Public Administration degree, my research showed that governments tend to focus
on disaster recovery more than prioritizing mitigation strategies. The RPAs in Fairfax County are associated with
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act (CBPA), which applies restrictions and special conditions to development within these
RPAs. As such, it is important to protect our natural resources while also balancing the needs of sustaining economic
growth, meeting housing needs, and maintaining connectivity throughout the County. The Board of Supervisors must be
mindful of state and federal resource protection mandates when dealing with ordinances and zoning amendments.

2. Conservation corridors permit genetic flow of flora and fauna species between habitat areas, helping to prevent
localized extinctions. What can Fairfax County do to preserve and enhance conservation corridors on county property,
in county projects, and on private property?

Flora and fauna are important to maintaining local ecosystems. Drastic changes can lead to unanticipated wildlife
migration patterns, potentially increasing vehicular traffic. This was something we discussed during my time on the
Future of Lake Accotink Task Force. The County is currently in the process of updating their Policy Plan, referred to as
Plan Forward. The existing policies related to conservation corridors and proposed changes to these policies are one of
many topics under consideration with this process, and it must be carefully deliberated. A robust public engagement
period is necessary to ensure the voices of our communities are part of the planning process to ensure their voices are
heard. This includes a a public outreach and education campaign to private landowners as to any incentives that exist for
contribution to the County’s goals and community’s interest.

3. Fairfax County adopted the Fairfax Green Initiatives to address climate change. Yet every day, trees, Nature’s simplest
carbon sequestration device, are sacrificed in favor of asphalt which increases heat island effect. This is often done in
the name of other environmental goals, such as bicycle paths or stormwater ponds. What can Fairfax County do to
reverse the trend of tree cover loss?

The County's efforts to become carbon neutral by 2050 relies on preserving or restoring tree canopies. Roadways are
important, and tradeoffs need to include replacing displaced trees. VDOT's roadway improvement projects seek to
consider incorporating local trails and pedestrian facilities while reducing deforestation when possible. This includes
planned communities or redeveloped communities where tree cover already exists. Trees are a valuable resource to
many of our neighborhoods. It is important for developers to incorporate new and existing green space in their design
reflective of community input.


https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/fairfax-green-initiatives
https://www.kenforbraddock.com/

4.1n 2017, a TMDL plan for Accotink Creek was approved addressing sediment and chloride, however Accotink Creek
remains an “impaired stream” and benthic invertebrate sampling remains solidly as unacceptable. What if anything
would you propose to improve the health of the Accotink watershed?

Addressing sediment capture is a good short-term solution to meeting TMDL standards; however, a longer-term solution
includes addressing stormwater management infrastructure, which is a major culprit for sediment runoff. Additionally,
being mindful of impervious surfaces, especially during construction projects is key. Accotink Creek is currently above
the VADEQ's threshold of 10-12% impervious surface, causing major impairment to waterways with the current level
being around 28%.

5. Fairfax County is pursuing a program of stream restoration projects to reduce stream erosion. Yet the cause of the
erosion lies not in the streams, but in upland built-up areas. How can Fairfax County directly address the excessive
runoff from paved surfaces that is the prime cause of stream erosion?

Land development projects offer the best opportunity to update antiquated stormwater treatment facilities in the
County. One of my goals when in office will be to address the commercial vacancy rate in our County. Besides alleviating
the overburden on residential taxpayers, a benefit of this approach is that we will have an opportunity to updated
stormwater management infrastructure. This will aid in providing relief from the erosion factors that are impacting our
streams.

6. The Long Branch Central Project, is a series of such stream restoration projects, focused on a single sub-watershed
upstream from Lake Accotink. It’s scale offers the opportunity to inspire neighbors to engage in complimentary
stormwater control projects on private property. How can more public education and inclusion enhance the
effectiveness of the project?

Public engagement is always crucial to any public works project. With the 21 different projects centered around Long
Branch, including upgrades to stormwater management facilities planned, public engagement is a necessity since it
directly impacts the livelihood of residents. Dispelling concerns and providing information on the benefits of a project
will lead to community acceptance. It must, however, be done in an unbiased way that does not insinuate that the
County has already made up its mind. We saw this happen with Lake Accotink.

7. The future of Lake Accotink is being decided now. Sediment buildup from excessive erosion is accumulating in Lake
Accotink at a rate that has defied solutions for nine years of study and counting. Decisions on the lake’s future should
offer hope for preservation of the sole surviving freshwater mussel population downstream and addition of fish/eel
passage. What is your position on the future of Lake Accotink?

The position statement on website clearly articulates my position on the future of Lake Accotink:

Two of the largest priorities specific to the Braddock District are preserving as much of Lake Accotink as possible and
fixing Braddock Road. Both of these projects have been discussed and received community input for nearly a decade but
have not had physical work started on them. Prioritizing these key initiatives are also a reason Ken earned the


https://www.accotink.org/2017/Vol_II_Final_SED_TMDL.pdf
http://www.accotink.org/2021/Vol_III_Final_CL_TMDL.pdf
http://www.accotink.org/2020/LongBranchCentralProject2020.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2016/MasterPlanLakeAccotink2016.htm
http://www.accotink.org/2015/MusselSurvey2015.htm

endorsement of former Braddock District Supervisor John Cook, as both items saw great advancements during his time
on the Board of Supervisors.

Ken was an integral part of the Future of Lake Accotink Task Force having been directly invited by former Board of
Supervisors Chair, Sharon Bulova. His specific contributions included identifying the value of Lake Accotink and Lake
Accotink Park to the Fairfax County community and independently analyzing the flawed community survey whose
skewed results were used by the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) to justify their
recommendation to not dredge Lake Accotink despite there already being dedicated funding for the project. You can
read more about Ken's contributions in the Task Force's final report.

8. Streams in Fairfax County are plagued by accumulations of immortal plastic trash that originates on paved surfaces
and flows down storm drains. Volunteer stream cleanups are merely a bandaid approach when surgery is needed.
What can or should the county do to address trash in Accotink Creek and other streams?

It is difficult to change behaviors, and the problem will likely never be fully solved. That said, the Zero Waste Plan will
help to mitigate other ways or reducing trash that runs into our waterways with strategies to get trash to County
processing facilities. In addition, Operation Stream Shield, begun in 2019 between DPWES and the Office to Prevent and
End Homelessness (OPEH), can help with both cleaning the environment from trash related to homelessness while
concurrently providing crucial assistance to individuals experiencing homelessness.

9. Americana Drive in Annandale is plagued by continual dumping of construction waste, auto repair liquids and parts,
household goods, mattresses, and landscaping wastes. Our next Americana Drive cleanup is Nov. 11th and candidates
are welcome. Anyone is welcome to try to solve the problems of Americana Drive at the source. As supervisor, how
could you aid this distressed neighborhood?

Americana Drive has a high-density residential community. There needs to be greater fines imposed for illegal dumping,
but it must be a joint effort between multiple County agencies, including the Fairfax County Police Department who can
legally impose fines, the Department of Code Compliance (DCC), and even the Department of Health since illegal
dumping can attract rats and other rodents. It's a health and safety issue for residents in the vicinity, but it also has
environmental impacts, as stated. Supporting the ongoing efforts of VDOT, DPWES, DCDOT, DCC, FCPD, as
recommended by the Environmental Quality Advisory Council, will help to identify a comprehensive, multi-agency
response to this epidemic.

10. Fairfax County is collaborating with Virginia Department of Environmental Quality in developing a Northern Virginia
road salt management strategy to reduce salt contamination of aquifers, streams, and drinking water. What steps can
Fairfax County take to address this issue?

Reducing winter salt use will take a multi-prong approach. The 2020 DEQ Salt Management Strategy Toolkit Report
stated that the distribution of impervious surface resulting from transportation-related infrastructure is less than non-
transportation related infrastructure (e.g., runoff resulting from deicing sidewalks and driveways). This report also
recognized the importance of these materials to clear the streets in order to maintain access for people and businesses
as well as ensuring emergency vehicles can safely traverse through our neighborhoods. That said, the County can
develop a clear, transparent strategy on the conditions that dictate the use of winter salts which should include


https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/sites/topics/files/Assets/Findings%20Report%20for%20Lake%20Accotink%20Task%20Force%20final%20(v.2)%2020231208.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2025/AmericanaDriveCleanups2025.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2025/AmericanaDriveCleanuppre-eventVeterans2025.htm

coordination with VDOT, strategies for treatment on county-maintained facilities, and a robust public outreach program
to better educate the largest portion of users of winter salts, residential and commercial property owners on efficient
and effective use of winter salts.

11. The Braddock Road Project proposes to eliminate roadside tree cover in favor of asphalt multi-use paths on both
sides. A number of neighbors suggest one side would be enough. Can you comment on the trade-offs being made for
this project and specifically how you feel natural resources protection aligns with capital works projects?

Although | have advocated for only using bike lanes and shared paths on one side of the street, the decision to include
them on both sides of Braddock Road is consistent with the County's current transportation goals to expand multimodal
infrastructure. The public hearing presentation by VDOT stated that the project was able to increase tree preservation
within the preliminary design project footprint from 9.3 to 11 acres. A direct result from public voicing the value of trees
in their neighborhoods and along their roadways. The final designs should focus on correcting traffic flow primarily, but
should reflect preserving as much of the natural environment within the feedback gained from public input.

12. Cinder Bed Road Bikeway is in Franconia District, but the pointless degradation of forest habitat, the loss of globally
rare wetlands, the squandering of millions in taxpayer dollars when taxes are rising and budgets must be slashed, and
the taking of private lands to accomplish all this are countywide issues. Should Fairfax County take the opportunity to
direct the Bikeway onto nearby existing routes at far lesser environmental and financial cost?

Before making a determination on a position for this, | would like to read the full set of public engagement comments
(outside of what Friends of Accotink Creek have posted on your website). Many factors are taken into consideration
when developing transportation projects that must balance the goals of providing safe passage to destinations with
environmental impacts that do not baloon costs. My primary interest would be whether there was support for these
bikeways from both the residential and the biking communities.

13. In the county planning process two concerns have consistently been seen. 1) Far too short of time for community
input or lack of communication in order to provide input AND, 2) Examining environmental factors happens too late in
the planning process. Generally speaking, after the train has left the station, there is NO turning back leading to
frustrated and angry citizenry. Can you provide when in the planning process you believe looking at environmental
factors are important, and how you would ensure communication for input is sufficient?

As a former civic association president, | have seen a pattern of County staff getting very far into a project without
proper community engagement. By the time the project arrives to the engagement point, the "options" are presented
more as the "direction." As such, County staff can get very pushy and unwilling to work with the community, resulting in
prolonged projects, wasted taxpayer dollars, and frustrated residents. As the Braddock Supervisor, | would move that
the Board direct the County Executive to develop better guidance to County departments on how they should be
approaching community engagement and environmental studies earlier in the process to have a more community-
driven co-developed plan. The County must be more transparent through these processes so that the general public
understand how these decisions may play out. We learned this with the Lake Accotink Dredging project.


https://www.accotink.org/2015/BraddockRoad.htm
http://accotink.org/2021/CinderBedRoadBikeway2021.htm

14. When is the best time to plant a tree?
A — Now
B — 20 years ago
C -- All of the Above

All of the above. Planting should take place in the fall, however, so that there are healthier trees that grow in the spring.
Additionally, we must ensure that the proper trees are planted to match the surrounding environment versus planting
for purely aesthetic purposes.

+ Think about your watershed as a candidate asking voters to put our future into your hands. ¢
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