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Our meeting notes serve as bulletins of our activities, interests, and discussions, supplemented by your 
submissions. 

Friends of Accotink Creek Town Meeting – December 17, 2024 
Next Meeting: January 21  (Third Tuesday of each month via 
on-line meeting: Login info will be posted with the meeting notice in the Friends of Accotink calendar.) 

​ ​  
Present:  Gary Bangs, Philip Latasa, Dave Lincoln, Beverley Rivera, Sandy Collins, Brian Slawski, Peter 
Clark, Susan Kuiler, and Kim Schauer all via on-line meeting. 
   
 
AGENDA     
 

                                      
 
• Represent FACC:  

o​ General Assembly Preview:  Avril spoke about the December 7, 2024 meeting.  Still waiting for 
bills but Blue Ridge Prism took the lead on invasives plants. 
 

o​ Fairfax Invasives Organization Interest Meeting : Gary said that he attended the December 9, 
2024 virtual meeting.  Mostly discussed draft mission statement and what may be feasible.  
Followup will be in January. 

 

o​ FACC Meeting Guest, January 21, 2025:  Philip stated Anthony Amos, newly elected to the 
Fairfax City Council, will be our guest at our January meeting.  Anthony’s day job is 
Springfield District Legislative & Community Outreach Aide, with responsibilities 
including land use, environmental, and stormwater.   
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o​ Conservation Lobby Day:  Philip said that the Virginia Conservation Network's annual 

Conservation Lobby Day is January 22nd.  Some of us have attended in the past to speak to the 
legislators in whose districts we each live.  The link to sign up will be in the Bulletin.  Of course, it 
will also be possible to travel individually to speak at committee hearings on specific bills.  
Information on bills can be found in the Virginia Legislative Information System, which will be 
linked in the Bulletin.  We will also have our own usual Conservation Legislation webpage, with  
information on bills of interest as best we can keep up. 
 

• Americana Drive Cleanup:  Beverley said that while preparing the FACC Newsletter it caused her to 
think more about the need to address the shameful dumping situation at Americana Drive.  With no 
accountability for local construction work, this illegal dumping will continue.  One possible solution 
would be to recommend to elected officials to require all building permits prior to be closed out by 
providing a receipt showing that the debris from each worksite has been legally disposed of.  Followup is 
expected at next EQAC meeting. 
 

• Newsletter: Beverley said that she completed the 2024 FACC Newsletter, describing another 
busy and productive year working to protect the overall health of Accotink Creek and it is 
posted to our website.  Thank you for your contributions of photos and ideas.  The Newsletter 
offers our thanks to our supporters and encourages continued support by volunteering or 
donations. 
 
• Vienna Swim & Tennis Club Invasives:  Avril provided a general update on progress at this privately 
owned site where Avril has been free to apply herbicide to cut stumps of wisteria and other invasive 
species.  Recent replanting has introduced a number of Christmas ferns rescued from the Stafford Drive 
stream restoration. 
 

• Park Authority Herbicide Training:  Following up on Virginia legislation passed earlier this year,  
Avril indicated that the Park Authority will be providing training for invasive management 
leaders to use herbicides.  This has the potential to be transformational in terms of the 
effectiveness of volunteer invasives control, enabling much more to be done with less work and 
more permanent results. 
 

• Flag Run Water Main Breaks:  Philip said on December 3rd, two water main breaks occurred in 
the Flag Run watershed.  Flag Run is the stream that enters Lake Accotink at the marina.   Water 
main breaks are not the biggest source of sediment in Accotink Creek, but they occur with 
alarming frequency. Each break creates a crater and sends a load of fine clay sediment down 
storm drains directly into the nearest stream, where it smothers aquatic life. 
 
With the current ongoing dredging challenge, the last thing needed is more sediment in Lake 
Accotink. 
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              Yellow circles show the location of two same-day water main breaks on Flag Run 
 
• Salt Watch/Springfield Town Center Salt Storage:  Gary reported that the salt pile in parking lot of 
Springfield Town Center was eventually moved into storage as it should have been.  everyone should 
watch for poorly stored salt and report through Watershed 911 on our website. 

 
                                            The wrong kind of “White Christmas” 
 
• ActiveFairfax:  Philip said that the Northern Virginia Bird Alliance Trails Criteria was linked to the 
meeting reminder and he would like to make it the basis of FACC comments to ActiveFairfax.  
Basically, our comments would just say we endorse the criteria, plus two points: 

o​ Expressing support of the “Enhanced Neighborhood Route” concept of the draft. 
o​ Pointing out how the current ActiveFairfax draft leaves unclear whether lines through 

stream valleys are intended to be trails or wildlife corridors or what. 
Approved to be sent. 
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Public input is still being accepted until December 20 via the online community survey; or the 
Interactive Network Map.  We should all contribute to direct plans away from forests and 
floodplains, especially the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway and the line on the map through the 
Accotink Gorge. 
 
• 10270 Fairfax Blvd: Philip said that this address is a 6.76acre lot, in Fairfax City, entirely in 
wooded floodplain, with the North Fork of Accotink Creek running through it.  The proposed 
George Snyder Trail extension would also pass through.  Although the land is legally 
undevelopable, both because of the Resource Protection Area and other binding covenants, it 
was recently sold via online auction for a price north of $600,000.  We can anticipate a future 
attempt to obtain permits for some appalling development plan, akin to what we have seen on 
Woodlark Drive and Northfax West in the past. 
 

• Donations:  Philip reported we received donations of: 
$25.00 from our friend Mimi Friedman 
$26.01 from Leonard Juska 
$50.00 from Laura Anderko 
$50.00 from Michael Perel, who has participated in many cleanups and is working to reduce 
tree loss in the Braddock Road widening project. 
$71.92 from our friends the Mann Family, Sherry, Jeb, and Henry 
$100.00 from Terry Powers 
$102.53 from Thomas Kinder.  Thomas Kinder is a prolific photographer of Lake Accotink Park, 
whose galleries are linked to the Flora and Fauna page on our website.  
Also Philip  paid $17.54 for our domain renewal  and $153.74 for our webhosting renewal, 
which we may regard as a donation. 
 
• Whither FACC: 

o​ Hostek Admin Access: Philip said our web host, Hostek recently began requiring the use of an 
authenticator to log in to certain administrative functions.  Since this means that anyone of us 
who logs in will need an authenticator in addition to just the password, someone else beside 
him should sign up.   
 

o​ Funding Ideas:  Avril described how the Fairfax County Park Foundation features funding very 
heavily on its website.  
 
Our website is more geared to volunteer opportunities rather than fundraising.  Some discussion 
occurred whether it should change but no decision was made. 
 

o​ FACC Elections: 
Elections for the FACC Board of Conservators reelected two incumbent board members and one 
new, all by acclamation: 
Chronicler – Gary Bangs 
Secondary Conservator – Avril Garland 
Primary Conservator – Sue Kuiler.  Welcome Sue!,   
 
‘Thank you’ to Sandy Collins for three terms of service as Primary Conservator! 
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