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Our meeting notes serve as bulletins of our activities, interests, and discussions, supplemented by your
submissions.

Friends of Accotink Creek Town Meeting — July 16 ,2024

Next Meeting: August 20 (Third Tuesday of each month via SUPPORT/DONATE
on-line meeting: Login info will be posted with the meeting notice in the ’ /
Friends of Accotink calendar.) It’s easy & free.

Present: Gary Bangs, Avril Garland, Philip Latasa, Dave Lincoln, Brian Slawski, Raymond Martin, Joe Do,
Peter Clark, and Sandy Collins all via on-line meeting.

* Represent FACC:

o CareFirst Equity Week: Philip said that on July 17th, our sister group, Lands and Waters , will be
hosting volunteers from CareFirst at Daniels Run Elementary school for invasives removal in the
outdoor classrooms. We have collaborated on the CareFirst workday for several years now, and
each year there is a donation, which we split with Lands and Waters. Everyone is welcome to
join us.

o Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee: Philip reported that on July 23", the Board of
Supervisors Environmental Committee will consider the topic of different options for creating a
comprehensive strategy of invasive plants removal. We have been invited by another sister
group, Plant NOVA Natives , to attend to demonstrate support. There may be “Rescue Trees”
T-shirts and stickers to wear.

The meeting will be at 11:00 am in Conference Room 11 of the Fairfax County Government
Center

= Plant NOVA Natives has also invited us to attend an online meeting on July 17th, 7:30
pm, to organize an approach to Virginia legislators about the invasive plant problem.
One goal is getting all 141 legislators out before December for a photo op of them
rescuing trees or otherwise tackling invasive plants.

0 HDR Workday, Southside Park: Avril indicated on August 3 there will be a workday for volunteers
from environmental engineering company HDR at her invasive management site in Southside
Park. Everyone else is welcome to join.

Also, Avril has begun some small plant rescues in advance of a stream restoration the Town of
Vienna plans on Bear Branch, which runs through the park. The Town hasn’t yet authorized the
public to participate, but any members of FACC would be welcome.
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https://www.accotink.org/cgi-bin/cal.pl
https://individual.carefirst.com/individuals-families/home.page
http://landsandwaters.org/
http://www.plantnovanatives.org/
http://hdrinc.com
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o Captivating Caterpillars: Philip said that on October 23, 2024, Friends of Dyke Marsh has asked
us to be cosponsor of one of their periodical nature programs, as we have done in the past. No
action or contribution is needed.

e Americana Drive & Rotary: Joe Do, who is the president of Annandale Rotary talked about

Junior Rotary Clubs at Thomas Jefferson High School and Annandale High School who have reached out
to him to help lead events for them. It is hoped that these schools can take part in the fall Americana
Drive cleanup and perhaps come up with creative ideas to address this problem.

He is in charge of creating a districtwide Rotaract club which is Rotary for young professionals. After
looking online, he saw that an earlier Rotaract club volunteered for FACC stream cleanups in 2017 .

Joe said that he understands our concerns about Americana Drive. It bothers him especially because he
lives there himself and actually sees people littering. As for the construction waste, he doesn't know if
there's a way around that other than putting cameras in and fining violators. The only way to combat
that is to create negative incentives.

Perhaps sometime, we can get the students together to talk to them and get their ideas. A fresh take
might yield some results.

* Ashby Pond Turtle Rescue: Philip said that the turtle rescue got off to a great start. So far 50 turtles
have been rescued. It was good to learn that only one of those was the non-native Red-eared slider. The
other species were mostly Painted turtles, some Snapping turtles of really impressive size, and one River
cooter, a much less common species. The rescues are on hold at the moment, pending any observations
of turtles still remaining in the pond.

During the hiatus, the rescue leader, Dr. Todd Rimkus, will hold an educational open house July 17, 2:00
pm to 5:00 pm at Marymount University in Arlington.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYodeyhrDgjG9XmjZmA6K5gwfYR6bICBA3d#/registration
https://www.fodm.org/
https://www.rotary7610.org/club-presidents/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/gwze3UaK6shgV2pS/
https://www.accotink.org/2024/TurtleRescue2024.htm

e Cinder Bed Road Bikeway: Philip said that the group of the interested will be meeting with Supervisor
Lusk July 25™. There is not much we expect from the meeting, other than to let him know we have not
gone away.

e Accotink Gorge: Philip said that there’s been no activity since the last meeting. There was a discussion
about the pending Costco rezoning application, and Gary said he would look into it to see what he could
find out.

It appears the proposal Dave received was actually for four people, two in line 1 (type of work not
indicated) and somebody else ("Quick Kill and Vegetation Killer") treating all day, as well. Dave said he is
still waiting for more clarification.

He proposes we would organize a group of volunteers to cut vines, and the MowCow crew to treat, soon
after the cuts. It would range between $250 - $300 per hour..

Avril said she had talked some with Gloria who said FCPA would not allow FACC hiring a contractor to do
this. So there needs to be followup with parks to see what is allowed. Avril did say it appears FACC did
this before, to which Gloria said that was before her time and she was surprised it was allowed.

¢ International Coastal Cleanup: Philip said that the proposed schedule went out with the meeting
reminder. But he is waiting for confirmation from Fairfax City of when they plan their community cleanup
to avoid a conflict.

* IMA Site Leaders Needed: Avril said that she talked further with Gloria to discuss the topic of certifying
additional IMA leaders. Gloria says nothing is happening until the office is fully staffed.

e Stream Monitoring Leaders Needed: Gary said he had reached out to the Save Our Streams
coordinator about getting a backup monitor for the site at Lake Accotink Park. Kim indicated she is a
stream monitor and can always fill in as needed.

¢ Invasive RPA Waiver: Dave advised that Land Development Services approved the Daventry HOA
waiver request to resume clipping vines within HOA property in the RPA. For now they are on hold until
fall after the poison ivy is less prominent.

e Data Center Zoning: Philip said the Board of Supervisors public hearing on the Data Center Zoning
Ordinance Amendment was today, July 16. Sierra Club Great Falls group organized a |etter to the

supervisors.

» Accotink Gravity Sewer: Philip said that the 95% plans for the Accotink gravity Sewer have been
released, as we discussed last month. It is a disappointment in itself that the plans have reached this
stage with no further public input along the way nor any responses to the series of queries we sent in
2022. We have received those responses now and they basically show indifference to prevention of
environmental impacts beyond what is legally required.

Three pieces of useful information is on our webpage and linked here:
® The 95% plan, 249 pages long and much of it so packed with detail it’s hard to read
® My notes on the 95% plan, pointing out details that are environmentally relevant

e The responses to our queries, with added notations
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http://accotink.org/2021/CinderBedRoadBikeway2021.htm
https://accotink.org/2015/AccotinkGorge2015.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2024/DataCentersJointLetter20240711.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2024/DataCentersJointLetter20240711.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2023/AccotinkGravitySewer2023.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2024/AccotinkGravitySewer95percentPlans.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2024/Notes%20on%2095%25%20Accotink%20Gravity%20Sewer%20Plan.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2024/AGS%20FOAC%20Comment%20Responses%20-%20Annotated.pdf

Some of the more objectionable parts of the plan are:

® A 25’ to 50’ wide path cleared through the forest along the length of the Hunter’s Branch
tributary

e Deviation from current sewer path for a substantial part of the route, though it’s not clear how
much additional clearing that deviation would cause

e Four new maintenance entryways, each requiring additional clearing

® Apparent plans to use pavers on the surface of the route, or at least at entryways

® Wiping out most of Avril’s IMA site and vernal pool, with vague reference to replacement.

Most of the problems are south of the Vienna Metro. Upstream from the Metro, the route is mostly
through mowed and paved areas.

This brings us back to the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway, the George Snyder Trail, and similar projects. Itis so
difficult to tell people they cannot flush or must be stuck in traffic to spare the woods. Foregoing
optional destruction of woodlands for recreational trails should be a simple choice yet they continue
moving forward, seemingly unstoppable once started.

Philip will send letters to Public Works and the Providence District supervisor, but doubtful if that will
achieve much..

Accolink Gravity Sewer - Preliminary Engineering Report

Construction Examples - Open Cut, Undeveloped Area
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During Construction After Construction

The apparent plans of the Accotink Gravity Sewer along Hunters Branch

e Donations: Philip said that we received one donation this month, $49.47 from Kurt Doehnert, a
Springfield (Crestwood neighborhood) resident.
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