Deer Management & FY 25 Budget - Comments of the Friends of Accotink Creek

To: Accotink Creek watershed supervisors,
February 22, 2024

ACCOTINK CREEK

Please maintain effective deer population controls in Fairfax County. Home Page

The process of transferring animal and wildlife control functions to the Animal Shelter (proposed FY 25 budget) is
rushed. The question is complex and fraught with emotions and perils. Citizens must be given sufficient time to digest
the implications.

Specifically, from the viewpoint of conservationists, the deer management aspect is not being publicly addressed at

all. This leads to concern and alarm. Will the health of our natural habitats be neglected by managers unable to divorce
themselves from devotion to the welfare of individual animals, as opposed to the welfare of entire species, forests,
landscapes, and ecosystems? Will advocates for the welfare of individual animals be able to maintain and support the
perhaps unpleasant, but unavoidable responsibility to replace the function of large predators with those of human
hunters? Frankly, will they be able to overcome their personal revulsion at the very thought of hunting in any form?

No matter how the County chooses to organize its departments, effective deer management must be maintained:
e For the health of the deer herd itself, dependent on predation to maintain a balance with resources,
e For the health of our native habitats damaged by overbrowsing,
e For the ability of our forests to regenerate through seedling growth,
e For the stormwater benefit of maintaining natural ground cover,
e Forimproved road safety,
e For the benefit of limiting tick populations and movement, and
e For the added bonus of food donations generated by deer control.

Any pledges by the Animal Shelter leadership of future adherence to effective levels of lethal deer control must be
viewed with skepticism. If this transfer of responsibility does take place, the Board of Supervisors must implement a
rigorous oversight as a backstop against any future drift away from effective deer population controls. Even better, the
deer control program should remain separate from the Animal Shelter.

We ask that the proposed move of the Animal Protection Police be paused until there has been reliable confirmation to
citizens that effective deer population control will be maintained into the future.

Sincerely,

Friends of Accotink Creek : : www.accotink.orq : :
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#SaveCinderBedWoods

“I have watched the face of many a newly wolfless mountain, and seen the south-facing
slopes wrinkle with a maze of new deer trails. [ have seen every edible bush and seedling
browsed, first to anaemic desuetude, and then to death. I have seen every edible tree
defoliated to the height of a saddlehorn. ..... In the end the starved bones of the hoped-for
deer herd, dead of its own too-much, bleach with the bones of the dead sage, or molder under
the high-lined junipers.


https://www.ffxnow.com/2024/02/12/fairfax-county-animal-shelter-consolidatation-police-union-opposes/
http://www.accotink.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/savecinderbedwoods
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/savecinderbedwoods
http://www.accotink.org

I now suspect that just as a deer herd lives in mortal fear of its wolves, so does a mountain
live in mortal fear of its deer. And perhaps with better cause, for while a buck pulled down by
wolves can be replaced in two or three years, a range pulled down by too many deer may fail
of replacement in as many decades. .... who cleans his range of wolves does not realize
that he is taking over the wolf’s job of trimming the herd to fit the range. He has not
learned to think like a mountain. Hence we have dustbowls, and rivers washing the future
into the sea.” — Thinking Like a Mountain, Aldo Leopold



https://www.ecotoneinc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/aldo-leopold-tlam.pdf

