
 
Dredge Meeting Notes 20230215 
 
Video and online comments form are available here - https://publicinput.com/TS53544#comment2220832  
 
Attendees of note:  Supervisor McKay; Supervisor Walkinshaw; Supervisor Gross; Delegate Watts, Chris Herrington, 
DPWES Director; Jai Cole, Park Authority Director.  Supervisor Lusk was notably not present and did not seem to be 
represented. 
 
County staff rehashed what we had heard from Supervisor Walkinshaw’s announcement and the 20230210 stakeholders 
meeting – The cost has grown to monstrous proportions and there is no good way to get the sediment out of the lake 
for dewatering, and the County won’t suffer regulatory penalty, and the lake may convert to something like Huntley 
Meadows, so DPWES is letting the Park Authority deal with it as part of a resumed Master Plan. 
 
Supervisors in general stated they shared the public disappointment and will continue listening for a future course. 
 
Chris Herrington –  
Dredging would mean higher taxes and less money for flood control and stream restorations. 
 
The tone of the public commentary was not as heated as I had feared.  Most comments were made via chat, likely 
because calling in is cumbersome in the format used. 
 
Some public comments of note give the general tone of the discussion. 
   Dominik is our hero of the recent sanitary sewer break: 

 

 

 

 
 
Names not given: 

 

 

https://publicinput.com/TS53544#comment2220832
https://www.accotink.org/2023/ExcerptfromtheWalkinshawAdvisory%2020230209.pdf
https://www.accotink.org/2022/SanitarySewerBreak2022.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
My comments and questions, all via the chat box: 

AMITY 
RESPECT 
COOPERATION 
 
RESTRAINT 
UNDERSTANDING 
SYMPATHY 
 
I've known Supervisor Walkinshaw and some of the County staff for years and these are good people in my 
estimation.  They may have fumbled the ball, but I can't interpret what I am seeing as subterfuge or bad faith. 
 
We citizens of Fairfax County must focus on eliminating the sediment at its source, which is excessive 
stormwater runoff from our roads, roofs, and parking areas. 
 
The County’s Story Map is a useful interpretation of where we are and how we got here –
 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d19af?mibextid=kdkkhi&fbclid=IwAR1_
QWsetPB5kAGZpFsrcOqF3n9SnrnFMxNRutiNZC4yKp9RBMpYJZH2dk8 
 
Road-rail trucks? https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road%E2%80%93rail_vehicle  
 

 
 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d19af?mibextid=kdkkhi&fbclid=IwAR1_QWsetPB5kAGZpFsrcOqF3n9SnrnFMxNRutiNZC4yKp9RBMpYJZH2dk8
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d19af?mibextid=kdkkhi&fbclid=IwAR1_QWsetPB5kAGZpFsrcOqF3n9SnrnFMxNRutiNZC4yKp9RBMpYJZH2dk8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road%E2%80%93rail_vehicle


 
 

 
 
 
Comments of note made via phone: 
Delegate Watts – What will be the effect on the Chesapeake Bay?  On climate? 

Charles Smith – We are mitigating runoff wherever we can.  The Long Branch central project is an example. 
 
Caller – What would be the Gunston Cove impact? 

Charles Smith – Not dredging would have no significant impact on the estuary.  The addition of sediment to the 
estuary has been going on for decades without dramatic impact.  On a call today with USGS, we learned that 
82% of sediment is typically captured in stream systems.  The Army dredged Gunston Cove once, but not 
Accotink Bay. 

 
Gail Nittle (Springfield Civic Association) – Why project out so long into the future?  Sedimentation conditions might 
change for the better. 
 
Cathy Field (North Springfield Civic Association) – When can we expect sediment reduction from upstream projects? 

Charles Smith – We have no horizon where we get enough reduction to prevent filling the lake. 
 
Caller (wildlife rescuer) – How can we protect the wildlife, like possums and raccoons? 

Charles Smith – We are working with Park Authority Natural Resources Division. 
 
 
Note on screen: 
Comments can be submitted through the comment page, via email to F515@PublicInput.com.  We value your 
comments and input. Information submitted will be compiled and used by Fairfax County to improve the Lake Accotink 
Dredging project. You will not receive a response to your comments. If you wish to ask a question and receive a 
response, please contact the project manager, email Charles.Smith@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
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