REGARDING THE GEORGE SNYDER TRAIL - Comments of Friends of Accotink Creek

Testimony before City Council, October 28, 2025

In previous statements to this Council, you have heard the engineering required for the George Snyder Trail compared to
that of the Panama Canal.

From the year 1551 to the present, proposal after proposal for a canal across Nicaragua has been studied, planned, or
commissioned by countries ranging from New Spain to the Republic of Central America to the United States, Germany,
Japan, and China. Every one of these proposals has gone up in smoke because a better route exists in Panama.

In much the same way, a better route exists for the proposed transportation benefits of the George Snyder Trail. That
better route is to make use of existing paved infrastructure. Following that better route would spare this City the
environmental, engineering, and financial challenges that are sinking the George Snyder Trail, just as they have sunk the
Nicaragua Canal.

Please turn the problem presented by the disappointingly high bids received for the George Snyder Trail into an
opportunity to follow a better route, a route that will preserve our woods and wetlands.

Testimony before City Council, September 30, 2025

In the October edition of The Fairfax Independent we read the dismaying story of how assumptions and
misunderstandings regarding the contractual repayment obligations led the City Council in June to vote to proceed with
the George Snyder Trail. To the contrary, the project agreement has a very clear cancellation clause, as the article
explains in detail.

We have been pleading with the City since 2019 to spare Accotink Creek, its forest, and its wetlands from this project.
We have pleaded for the alternative of making nearby streets safe and inviting for people. We repeat that plea now.

Together, we must atone for the sins of Northfax West - voiding the streamside Resource Protection Area, voiding the
floodplain protections, burying a living perennial stream filled with fish - the North Fork of Accotink Creek - in the eternal
darkness of a concrete tunnel. Together, we must forego our desires in order to spare this creek yet another unbearable
burden.

The assertions made by George Snyder Trail advocates of planting more trees in the forest than would be cut are
fallacious. There is no denying that two acres of asphalt, plus attendant structures, will be thrust into this forest.
Nothing - nothing - would ever grow in that asphalt — forever. We have plenty of asphalt. Let Tree City U.S.A. protect
the few forest habitats this City has left.

The example of Richmond’s Mayo Island Park is an inspiration — adding conservation easements, removing acres of
impervious surfaces, restoring nature, reducing runoff, and giving up lanes of car traffic for buffered bike lanes and
sidewalks. It is being done in Richmond and it can be done here.

Please cancel the George Snyder Trail, the Pickett Connector Trail, and all similar redundant trees-to-asphalt conversion
plans.

Testimony before City Council, June 10, 2025



https://theindependentnewspress.com/category/the-fairfax-independent/
http://www.accotink.org/2020/GeorgeSnyderTrail.htm
https://www.accotink.org/2020/NorthfaxWest2020.htm
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/growth_conservation/richmond-s-mayo-island-park-will-help-clean-james-river/article_3eed9cd7-d057-410a-be32-6ec532840523.html
http://www.accotink.org/2022/PickettRoadConnector.htm

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.
"Now is the time for all good people to come to the aid of their watershed."

The Accotink Gravity Sewer, the 495 HOT Lanes, the I-66 HOT Lanes, the Fairfax County Parkway widening at Popes Head
Road, the Franconia to Lorton railroad expansion, Dominion expansion of transmission lines for the insatiable data
centers, these projects and more, and yes, the bitter memory of our very own Northfax West, that has now belatedly
brought the stink eye from the Department of Environmental Quality onto this City.

All these projects and many more, one after the other, year after year, acre after acre after acre, take away what little
natural habitat we have managed to preserve. Any bits not taken directly are left in a degraded and diminished
condition awaiting the next blow.

Each and every one of these projects offers its own lofty and imperative justification for violating what has been set
aside for preservation. Each and every one of these projects claims a de minimis impact, willfully disregarding the truth
of their cumulative effect.

"Trails do not have a large footprint on the landscape", but "small impacts that seem trivial in themselves erode the
ability of the land to support wildlife" and its habitat. We should not believe that our forests, which have given up so
much, will somehow be undiminished by each additional impact.

Forests deserve to exist for their own inherent merits, not only as venues for human modification. Do we cherish any of
our natural habitats enough to stay our hand? Is it possible for preservation to prevail over pavement?

Is half a loaf better than none? No. In the case of the George Snyder Trail, none of this bitter loaf is better than half.

We ask the City to have the fortitude to stand firm in the heroic decision to pause the George Snyder Trail and seek an
alternate path outside our wooded preserves.

Testimony before City Council, June 2, 2025
| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.
We ask the City to hold the line to continue to seek an alternative route for the George Snyder Trail.

At its April 22nd meeting, City Council voted unanimously to delay the bidding process for the George Snyder Trail to
provide time to explore alternatives. The Council listened to community concerns about the trail's extensive
environmental impact and high costs and acted upon those concerns.

Yet we hear of a mystifying sudden reversal by VDOT that would close off any option but to build the trail as originally
designed. How are we here again? It is time for heroes to step forward in response.

The George Snyder Trail:
e Isalready too expensive. Its perpetual maintenance will be out of taxpayers’ pockets.
o  Will permanently pave acres of woodland in the slender green buffer that protects Accotink Creek.
e Requires an exceptional level of alteration of the terrain for bridges and retaining walls.
e Isredundant in light of City plans for making Fairfax Boulevard safer for bicyclists and walkers.




Arbitrary deadlines can be negotiated. Arbitrary demands for repayment can be waived when new information makes
plans to proceed inadvisable.

Under no circumstances should the City throw good money after bad by building the original design of the George
Snyder Trail.

Please be the heroes the City, its citizens, and our forests need. Please hold the line to continue to seek an alternative
route for the George Snyder Trail.

Testimony before City Council, April 22, 2025

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

The Friends of Accotink Creek always advocate for the principle of making our streets safe for people before we make
our forests safe for pavement. We therefore thank the Council very much for your resolution pausing the George
Snyder Trail for reconsideration.

We therefore also commend the newly described proposal for a route linking Eaton Place, University Drive, and Fairfax
Boulevard. Such a route would complete the vison of improved east — west nonmotorized connections while sparing our
last precious woods and wetlands.

We commend the Council also for the action taken this evening to pause the Pickett Road Connector Trail, a redundant
duplication of existing connections via a 7-foot-wide sidewalk on the west side of Pickett Road and via the County’s ne
Rt. 50 shared use path (connected to the Cross County Trail at Nutley Street.

Testimony before City Council, April 8, 2025

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

What an exhausting hike we have all taken together debating the George Snyder Trail as we decide whether and how its
vision can lead to a better future for this City. The Friends of Accotink Creek say we can find that better future on the

many miles of existing pavement we already maintain.

Our forests cannot be improved by pavement, but our pavement can be greatly improved by enhanced pedestrian and
bicycle safety, and by finding room for a bit more greenery alongside.

Our finite forests cannot fulfill the infinite demands we might make of them.

The same reasoning also applies to plans for the Pickett Road Connector Trail, now made even more redundant by the
new Route 50 shared use path in the County.

Testimony before City Council, March 25, 2025

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

We empathize with the elected officials and staff who have endured these years of frustration dealing with the George
Snyder Trail proposal.




The western portion of the proposal is lately much discussed. We see three alternative western routes that would
enable us to avoid the intrusion of pavement and dramatic land modification into our woods and wetlands.

Via Cardinal Road:
The western end of Cardinal Road already has short informal pedestrian connections to 123 via the adjacent apartments
that could be modified to become a more standard trail.

Via Eaton Place and Fairfax Blvd:

The length of 7 foot wide sidewalk already existing on Eaton Place and Fairfax Blvd could be extended both westward to
123 and eastward to Boulevard Marketplace, where users will find a connection to the existing eastern George Snyder
Trail and the Fair Woods Neighborway. Unlike the rest of Fairfax Boulevard, this stretch involves no intersections or
driveway crossings.

Via the WillowWood Redevelopment:

The WillowWood office park is in planning for mixed use redevelopment. This is an opportunity to route the George
Snyder Trail along the back edge (as has been done at the City's Main Street Marketplace). The connection to 123 could
continue at the back of the hotel properties.

The future of this project is an opportunity to acquire the open space parcel at 10270 Fairfax Blvd, thus completing a
chain of City-owned preserves and wildlife corridors along Accotink Creek from city limit to city limit. At the same time,
let’s improve access to these natural preserves by controlling the invasive exotic plant species that are choking out
access to native flora, fauna, and citizens alike by the density of their infestations.

Testimony before City Council, March 11, 2025

The George Snyder Trail would be a laudable and welcome addition to the amenities of this City, - but we must ask:
e Isit so laudable that we would build it at the cost of removing a row of houses and relocating their inhabitants?
e Isit so laudable that we would bear the cost of closing even one lane of vehicular traffic to make room for it?

The Friends of Accotink Creek maintain that the George Snyder Trail is not so laudable that it justifies the cost of clearing
away a swath of our few remaining forest and wetland habitats. Nor does it justify the Panama-Canal-like level of
engineering that would be required in this difficult terrain, engineering that would make even greater the eternal loss of
precious habitats.

Let’s not love our wild places to death. Our forests are not improved by pavement. Our wetlands are not improved by
pavement. Alternatives employing existing paved infrastructure are there. Let’s make our streets safe for people before

we make our forests safe for asphalt.

It is time to cut our losses. We implore the City to forego the George Snyder Trail, the Pickett Road Connector Trail, and
all other trees-to-asphalt conversion projects.

Testimony before City Council, March 4, 2025

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek. We strive to be the voice of Accotink Creek and the
remnants of woods and wetlands in its wider watershed.




Too often, that voice is drowned out by louder voices asking to slice away just a little bit more of the forest, to intrude
just a little further into the wetlands, in fulfillment of some purpose deemed to be of such overriding necessity that the
sacrifice is fully justified.

There is no such overriding necessity for the George Snyder Trail, the Pickett Road Connector Trail, or similar projects
that propose to pave paths through our few remnant forests for the sole and self-justifying purpose of having paved
pathways through our forests.

The forests of this city have conceded all but a sliver of their former greatness to our insatiable desire for pavement.
Please allow that sliver to continue to exist in peace. Please say “Enough!”. Please forego the George Snyder Trail, the
Pickett Road Connector Trail, and other projects of their kind.

Testimony before City Council, January 14, 2025
| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

We offer our congratulations to all the newly elected and reelected officials here tonight. We also thank those members
who have left the City Council for their years of dedicated service to this city.

| now return to the issue that most defines the mission of the Friends of Accotink Creek — the defense of natural habitats
in our watersheds.

The Serenity Prayer asks for “the courage to change the things we can change, the serenity to accept the things we
cannot change, and the wisdom to know the difference”. The habitats of the Accotink Creek are threatened by many
things we cannot hope to prevent — highway expansions, sewer line extensions, clearing of private property, etc. But
one threat we can and must prevent is optional conversion of our protected streamside floodplain habitats to asphalt
pavement.

We ask the City Council to agree that wisdom tells us we must suspend the George Snyder Trail, the Pickett Road
Connector Trail, and all similar projects that would needlessly diminish our last remaining natural habitats.

We would also call the Council’s attention to the case of 10270 Fairfax Boulevard, known as the Willow Woods Open
Space, forming a link in the chain of protected habitat areas running along Accotink Creek from Chain Bridge Road to
Thaiss Park. This parcel was offered for sale at auction in December, but the sale did not go through. We urge the
Council to take steps to protect this parcel from future private sale and development pressure.

One resident's testimony before City Council - This says it all, making the plea for preserving the natural treasures of
Fairfax City better than all our other statements combined.

Testimony before City Council , June 11, 2024
| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

City Council will be asked to approve an additional $2.5 million for the George Snyder Trail. Will this be a case of
throwing good money after bad?



https://fairfax.granicus.com/player/clip/4045?view_id=11&redirect=true&entrytime=1421&stoptime=1719

The City has hundreds of miles of existing paved streets and sidewalks, most of them quiet low-speed routes, that
citizens already pay to maintain, light, and clear of snow. We need to make all our streets safe and inviting for
pedestrians and bicyclists before we make our few remaining forests and floodplains safe for additional asphalt.

o These existing streets connect destinations where citizens need to travel — home, work, shopping, education,
worship, and recreation. By contrast, routes through forests and floodplains connect the homes of frogs and
turtles.

o The goal of transforming existing streets into safe streets can be accomplished at vastly reduced fiscal and
environmental cost compared to the George Snyder Trail and similar proposed projects.

Forests deserve to exist for their own inherent merits, not only as venues for human modification. Please route the

George Snyder Trail onto existing paved surfaces. And ditto for the Pickett Road Connector Trail and all other trees-to-
asphalt conversions.

Testimony before City Council , November 28, 2023
Mayor and City Council

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek. We ask again that the George Snyder Trail extension be
paused and realigned away from woods and wetlands onto existing infrastructure.

We are all of us aboard the Titanic of climate change. We can see the iceberg of global warming looming. There are
NOT enough lifeboats. We must stop rearranging the deck chairs and instead pull hard, hard, on the tiller to change
course.

It is already too late to avoid collision, but we must strive to lessen the impact. Business as usual cannot in any way be
our course. At global climate change conferences, world leaders have issued stirring declarations to commit collectively
to halt and reverse forest loss. The world cannot make good on that pledge if we here cannot.

The George Snyder Trail extension is the tip of this deforestation iceberg. An entirely optional route that sacrifices the
value of mature forest and floodplains in exchange for assumptions. An entirely optional route that overlooks the
opportunity to maintain and improve the infrastructure we already have in exchange for assumptions.

The greater portion of the deforestation iceberg we face - road widening, commercial and residential development,
utility expansion, and even railroad expansion — is much harder to resist. Therefore it is imperative that we turn away

from optional deforestation where alternatives exist.

Please resolve to change course. Please pause and realign the George Snyder Trail extension and all trees-to-asphalt
conversions. Our grandchildren and their children need every tree we can save.

Testimony before City Council , November 14, 2023
Mayor and City Council
| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

Let us praise the George Snyder Trail extension. No doubt it will:




e Provide a comfortable and pleasant ride
e Put bicycle riders in the midst of greenery, and
e Provide a welcome alternative segment for the Cross County Trail

All this is true and desirable, but at what cost?

You have heard all the arguments questioning the cost of the George Snyder Trail extension:
e Financial cost for construction costs exceeding the available grant money
e Financial cost to City taxpayers for perpetual maintenance
e The cost of opportunities foregone to use the available grant to make our streets safer for non-motorized travel
e The cost to City goals for tree canopy
e The cost to City goals for stormwater control
e The cost to the future of the entire world every time carbon sink trees are sacrificed for heat sink asphalt.

By the arithmetic of the Friends of Accotink Creek, the cost is far too high. Alternatives are readily available using
existing infrastructure. Please pause and realign the George Snyder Trail extension.

Testimony before City Council , October 24, 2023 & via email

Mayor and City Council

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek. We ask again that the George Snyder Trail extension be
paused and realigned away from woods and wetlands onto existing infrastructure.

An analysis provided this week by the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia puts the abstract engineering drawings and
graphs of the George Snyder Trail extension into layman’s terms. Our hearts sink at reading in that analysis the Panama
Canal style cutting and filling and clearing needed to make this trail fit into the unsuited terrain.

Yet just yards away, the Bike Fairfax City plan provides for a parallel Neighborway on the welcoming, already graded,
already paved, Cardinal Road.

It is a simple equation. The George Snyder Trail extension would provide a nice amenity for recreational bicyclists, but at
what cost?

e The cost is too high in - Finances - The City would not have undertaken this engineering extravaganza if it had to
pay with taxpayer funds. Now the cost estimates are already $4 million over the budgeted "free" grant money.

e The cost is too high in - Environmental sacrifice - Tree City USA cannot replace the function of the riparian
forests lost to construction and permanent asphalt. There is simply no City property that could conceivably be
restored to an equivalent state.

e The cost is too high in - Setbacks to other important City goals - Tree canopy, stormwater control, and climate
change, all of them negatively impacted by the sacrifice of riparian forest.

Rather than marginally improve theoretical access to Nature, let’s instead devote our resources to exclude the very real
intruders (in the form of invasive exotic species) that are denying access to native species and people alike by overtaking
our limited natural habitat. Let’s also instead expand access to alternatives for the desperate people whose refuge of
last resort is to make their sad homes in these very same wooded areas.

Please pause and realign the George Snyder Trail onto existing infrastructure. Please do the same with all similar
projects that would pave our woods and wetlands.



https://www.accotink.org/2023/ASNVAnalysis-GeorgeSnyderTrail.pdf
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/17800/637600538555570000#page=44
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"Of all the paths you take in life, make sure some of them are dirt." - John Muir




Testimony before City Council, October 10, 2023& via email
Mayor and City Council,

| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek. We ask again that the George Snyder Trail extension be
paused and realigned away from woods and wetlands onto existing infrastructure.

Accessibility is offered as a motivation for the George Snyder Trail extension. Yet how much accessibility is enough?
Accessibility to wooded areas has already been achieved in a number of City parks. Among these are the wooded trails
in:

e  Wilcoxen Park

e Thaiss Park

e Van Dyck Park

e Even the portion of the existing George Snyder Trail in the woods adjacent to the playing field.

Rather than sacrifice any more of our dwindling natural areas to pavement, let’s instead expand accessibility to Nature
by planting Nature along existing sidewalks. We might even begin now to implement the Linear Park concept of the
Northfax Small Area Plan.

Right in the same vicinity as the George Snyder Trail extension, Eaton Place lacks continuous sidewalks and in many
places also lacks wheelchair ramps. Shouldn’t shortcomings like this be the first priority for accessibility here and
throughout the City?

Just yards from the proposed route along the banks of Accotink Creek, the City is spending millions to rectify the erosion
caused by excess runoff from paved surfaces. It is that erosion that compelled the City to impose the Stormwater Utility
Fee on paved surfaces. Should the City expand its paved surfaces at the same time citizens are asked to pay additional
tax for their own?

Throughout our parks we face the accessibility issue of thickets of rampant invasive exotic plant species, which deny
access to everyone.

In considering the George Snyder Trail extension, we have to ask what is the cost — millions in cost to the City treasury
above and beyond the grant funding, the perpetual cost of maintenance, the cost of setbacks to other important City
goals such as stormwater control and climate change avoidance.

Not to mention we need to hang onto every carbon-sink tree we have at this critical time of climate change.

Please pause and realign the George Snyder Trail onto existing infrastructure. Please do the same with all similar
projects that would pave our woods and wetlands.



https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15774/637305770880800000#page=9
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/public-works/stormwater-and-floodplain-management/stormwater-information/stormwater-utility
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/public-works/stormwater-and-floodplain-management/stormwater-information/stormwater-utility

Testimony before City Council, September 26, 2023 & via email
Mayor and City Council,
| speak tonight representing the Friends of Accotink Creek.

The George Snyder Trail extension as proposed would certainly be a nice trail and a pleasant recreational ride, but at
what cost? What we want is not always what we need.

Accotink Creek is a neighbor and friend to all citizens of the City. On behalf of Accotink Creek and on behalf of the
woods and wetlands that shelter and protect the creek, we ask the Council to pause and realign the Trail away from our
limited remnants of those woods and wetlands and onto existing infrastructure.

Let’s be inspired by the example of what has recently been done at the Vienna Metro for improved on-street bicycle
facilities. Let’s be inspired by this City’s very own plans, such as The Spine, the Mason to Metro Route, and the Blenheim
Blvd Study to weave safe and inviting non-motorized mobility into the fabric of the life of the City.

New Bike lanes at Vienna Metro, Virginia Center Drive

During a recent stream cleanup, | met a homeless individual who was familiar with the area proposed for the route of
the George Snyder Trail. He exclaimed ‘How can they build there? It’s all marsh!’ Indeed.



https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showdocument?id=14684#page=33
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showdocument?id=156
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1926/635149641681630000#page=6
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1926/635149641681630000#page=6

o

The sight of the tree sacrifice now underway by the County at Rt. 50 and Pickett Road should cause us to ask if what may

be unavoidable along a transportation corridor is what is appropriate for our forests. Our woods are not improved by
asphalt. Tree City USA need not add a black scar of tar to every remaining woodland.

Please pause and realign the George Snyder Trail onto existing infrastructure. Please do the same with all similar
projects that would pave our woods and wetlands.

Few of us need to ride our bikes in wetlands



