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Meeting commenced at 7:30 pm 

January and February meeting minutes were approved.  

Update from FLAP president 

 Master Plan Kickoff Meeting Summary 

o The purpose of the plan: to create a site specific long-range vision for the park, 

to identify resources worth of protection, to assess site conditions and 

community concerns, to provide a general guide for appropriate park uses, and 

to establish a general location for proposed uses. 

o Stages of the plan: total process expected to take 18 months to 2 years. Research 

and site analysis completed, public information meetings are being held. The 

next step after the meetings is development of a draft of the master plan.  

 Next master plan meeting is May 16th. This one will focus on the lake specifically and 

whether it makes environmental and fiscal sense to keep the lake as is.  

o Request made for the lake study to be released prior to the meeting so it can be 

reviewed by the public. Tony Vellucci to follow up with the Park Authority to find 

out what the current plans are to provide the report to the public. If the Park 

Authority is not planning to release the report ahead of time, FLAP may 

potentially need to file a FOIA request.  

 Next steps for FLAP and the Lake Accotink Master Plan 

o FLAP is a way to communicate community input for the plan, a way to find like-

minded folks who can work together on common goals (environmental, 

recreational, historical, etc.). This can lead to the establishment of 

subcommittees for these various interests.  

o FLAP does need to establish what the majority of the membership wants to see 

in the master plan. This will be done via survey which will be sent out to the 

membership in the next week. The survey will ask respondents to identify what 
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is a critical need for the park, what is on the wish list, and whether the lake 

should remain a lake in the future.  

 Accotink Cleanup- best locations to focus efforts? 

o Flag Run generates a lot of trash but is a long walk. The plan is to take a group of 

people and begin at Queensberry Ave and walk up towards 495. This will yield 

more trash pickup.  

 Presentation at Park Authority Board meeting:  April 13th  

o This will focus specifically on the 2016 bond referendum and how much has been 

allocated to Lake Accotink Park. Two people from FLAP and one person from 

FACC will speak. Anyone can attend to support as well. This will be during the 

public comment period beginning at 7:30 pm 

Update from Julie Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Manager 

 Thanks to FLAP for helping to rally people to attend the master plan kickoff meeting. 

Turnout was great and feedback given by citizens was gratifying to hear. Thanks for 

everyone’s patience in the delay of the plan kickoff.  

 The park playground has reopened after replacement of the turf and slide. 

 The main road into the park will be repaved. The project is still in the planning stage, 

there’s no ETA on when repaving will begin. 

 Spring classes start next week. 

 Cleanup is April 2nd, Park Authority will be providing trash bags, latex gloves, and data 

cards to track amount and type of trash collected.  

Update from Tony Vellucci, Park Authority Board 

 FLBSV and Friends of Oak Hill Park will be cleaning up further upstream on April 2nd, 

FACC will be cleaning up at multiple locations in the creek, and the Pohick watershed 

will be cleaned by Friends of Royal Lake, Friends of Woodglen Lake, and Friends of 

Rabbit Branch Stream Valley.  
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 Gail Hooper, project manager of the Lake Accotink master plan revision, will be at the 

April 2nd cleanup at the Lake Accotink Marina, the cardboard boat regatta, and several 

Braddock Nights concerts to seek community input for the master plan revision.  

 The most recent update to the list of projects on the 2016 bond still has Lake Accotink 

Park listed for $1.5 million for general maintenance. There needs to be a lot of pressure 

from friends groups, HOAs, and other community groups to advocate for more funds for 

the lake. Countywide natural resources funding was cut from $2 million to $1 million in 

the most recent update.  

 Tony, Philip Latasa, Mark Plourde, and Glen Erickson walked Accotink Creek above 

Braddock Road and observed that 8 trees had been vandalized by what appeared to be 

axes. Tony requested that people walking on the trail keep an eye out for any vandalism 

and to report it to the Park Authority.  

 Ed Batten also spoke, he stated that he would like to see Lake Accotink given greater 

priority on the bond as well.  

Open Items 

 Danbury Forest trail entrance update: the legal language for the easement to be granted 

to the Park Authority from Danbury Forest has been completed and the community is 

now voting on granting the easement.  

 Park Authority is now on Instagram. Tag pictures of the park with #fairfax parks and 

#lakeaccotinkpark to bring more visibility to the park. 

 Graffiti at the park- what are the Park Authority maintenance crew’s plans to clean it? 

Julie Tahan to follow up with maintenance department. Possibly could be addressed 

during park cleanup on April 2nd. 

 No wading signs at the lake- kids were observed wading in the lake. Julie Tahan 

confirmed there’s a no swimming sign on a pole next to the beach.  

 Very little money is going in the FLAP donation box at the lake. FLAP to revisit improving 

signage and an article will go in the next FLAP newsletter.  

Upcoming Events: 
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 Spring Cleanup: 4/2/16 

 FCPA Board meeting: 4/13/16 

 April FLAP Meeting: NEW LOCATION West Springfield Government Center Community 

Room, 4/28/16 

 Lake Accotink Master Plan meeting: 5/16/16 

 Raiders of the Lost Trail- 4/16/16, meet at the parking lot under the railroad trestle 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm 


