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Notes from the President 

Hello FLAP-pers! 

 

Happy holidays! I hope that this is a peaceful and joyful time for you and your family and friends.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered their 
time and efforts this year with FLAP to help Lake Accotink Park. From cleaning up trash around 
and on the lake, cleaning and painting the boathouse, and assisting park staff at the Cardboard Boat 
Regatta, Braddock Nights, Fall Fest, and visits with Santa, it has been a great and busy year! I am 
very excited for what we can achieve in 2016! 

 

In case you missed our October meeting, here are a few highlights:  

 Philip Latasa presented the findings from the Friends of Accotink Creek mussel study that 
took place below the dam at Lake Accotink Park. A community of  10,000 freshwater mussels 
lives below the dam (the dam traps much of the sediment in the creek, providing a clean gravel 
creek bed where the mussels live). The study was unable to locate any additional communities 
of mussels anywhere else in the creek.  

 Elaine Sevy from the Springfield Arts Guild spoke about ideas for collaboration with FLAP. 
Some topics that will be discussed further with the Park Authority are plein air art classes in 
the park and an art exhibit of local artists.  

 FLAP member Diana Davies spoke about the need to reduce the amount of water bottle waste 
in the lake. Some ideas that were discussed were to pilot the elimination of water bottles for 
sale at the park and to install a water bottle refill station. Also discussed were ways to bring 
more awareness to the issue by creating art sculptures out of the water bottle trash found in 
the lake and manning a table at prominent lake events to meet with the public.  

 

Our next meeting will be January 14th at Richard Byrd Library in Springfield. We will plan out 
FLAP events for 2016 and discuss further the potential 2016 bond. The meeting minutes will be 
sent out with the January meeting agenda at the beginning of January. We will also resume monthly 
meetings in 2016.  

 

Thanks to Tom Kinder for the header photo. You can find more of Tom’s work at his website: 
http://www.pixjrpics.com/ 

 

Please be sure to “like” our Facebook page to stay updated on FLAP events! 

 

-Meghan 
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Fairfax County Park Authority 2016 Bond 

 

Fairfax County voters will be voting on more than just the next president in November. There will likely be a bond referendum for the 
Park Authority. If approved by voters, it will allocate $87 million over 5 years to specified FCPA projects. As of right now, Lake Ac-
cotink is listed as a potential recipient of about $1.5M from this bond. But the park needs more even though the master plan process 
has not yet begun and the long term future of the park has not yet been determined. 

Anyone who visits Lake Accotink Park can recognize that there are immediate needs that should be addressed, specifically connecting 
the two parking lots to make a continuous path through the park, installation of better lighting (as anyone who has walked back to their 
car after Braddock Nights can attest, the path back to the parking lots are completely unlit), and the carousel/mini golf is in a flood 
plane and should be relocated away from the water. 

Large expenditures at Lake Accotink have been primarily to dredge the lake as it fills in with sediment carried downstream through Ac-
cotink Creek. There have not been any capital improvements at the lake in the past ten years. Comparing the FCPA spending on im-
provements at Lake Accotink with Burke Lake and Lake Fairfax, you can see that Lake Accotink improvements outside of dredging the 
lake amounted to $1,860,726 which was spent on the trail at the dam, dam repairs, and ADA accommodations at the park. 

Finally, even though the bond should go to voters in November 2016, any actual expenditure of funds will not occur until sometime in 

the 5 year period. If projects at Lake Accotink are not included in this bond cycle, we may well have to wait till the next bond cycle 

(which will be another 4 to 5 years), meaning that we may not see any major improvements to the park for 10 years. 

We will discuss this in further detail at our January FLAP meeting.  
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Park  FCPA Spending 2005-2015 

(Provided by Public Information Officer for 

FCPA) 

Lake Accotink $6,808,691  

($4,947,965 spent on dredging the lake) 

Lake Fairfax $14,650,250 

Burke Lake $2,691,670 



 3 

 

Friends of Lake Accotink Park November/December 
2015 

Website: www.accotink.org/

FLAP 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 

Trail Construction Complete at Lake Accotink Park 

Trail construction and paving is now complete. Thanks to Mary Keeser for providing photo updates for FLAP on the construction 

progress. You can check out more of her photos on our Facebook page. 

VA DEQ Accotink TMDL Study Update 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VA DEQ) is in the middle of a multi-year study of the Accotink Creek water qual-

ity. Previously the VA DEQ had reported that the most probable stressors on the creek are pollutants such as sediment and chloride 

and hydro-modification and habitat modification of the creek from storm water.  

The next step in the study is to identify the total maximum daily load (TMDL) of chlorides and sediment that can enter the Accotink 

watershed without damaging the water quality and creek health. More monitoring of chloride levels in Lower Accotink and Long 

Branch will be done over the next few months in response to feedback from the public that there was too little data on chloride pres-

ence in the Accotink Creek to effectively set a TMDL limit. An “AllforX” model will be used to create a TMDL for sediment in the 

creek. This model uses a ratio of the existing sediment load compared to the sediment load that would exist if the entire watershed was 

all forested (not developed).  

The next steps include the development of TMDL endpoints over the winter, draft TMDL allocations throughout the summer, and a 

draft report in the late summer. Once the draft TMDL report is prepared, the final public meeting will be held and the public comment 

period will begin. Following public comment, DEQ will respond to any comments and incorporate any changes to the report. DEQ 

will have a TMDL report ready for State Water Control Board and EPA approval sometime in November 2016.  

http://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark


 4 

 

FACC Wins Elly Doyle Park Service Award 

Congratulations to the Friends of Accotink Creek who were presented with the Elly Doyle Park Service award at the Fairfax Coun-
ty Park Authority’s annual volunteer recognition event on November 20th. FACC’s cleanups of the Accotink watershed, mussel 
rescue program, and invasive species management efforts were highlighted in the awards presentation.  

 

Accepting the award on behalf 
of the FACC is Kris Unger,  
Sue Kovach Shuman, and 
Philip Latasa.  
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Howl-O-Ween, Fall Fest, Visits with Santa, and Horse-Drawn Hayrides at Lake Accotink Park 

It’s been a very busy fall at Lake Accotink! In October about 130 people attended Fall Fest where families painted pumpkins, rode 

on hayrides, and warmed up next to the bonfire on the beach. Springfield Art Guild members created works of art on children’s 

faces. 35 dogs participated in Howl’O’Ween where the ten best costumes won prizes. In December, Santa came to Lake Accotink 

as did horse-drawn hayrides!  
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Horse-drawn hayrides and visits with Santa for 

pets and children in December.  

Members of the Springfield Art 

Guild painted faces and kids painted 

pumpkins and dogs wore their best 

costumers at Fall Fest in October 
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Accotink Cluster Deer Harvest Program Status Report 

By Tony Vellucci 

 

Deer harvest totals from September 12, 2015 through November 5, 2015 in the  Lake Accotink Cluster reveal that 15 deer have 
been harvested and 80% of harvests were does, with the following breakdown:  Lake Accotink: 6; Wakefield Park: 5; Americana 
Park: 0; Long Branch Stream Valley: 4. 

 

Dr. Katherine Edwards, Wildlife Management Specialist with the Fairfax County Police Department, notes that white-tailed deer 
are on the move as breeding season is here.  Drivers may expect to see increased numbers of deer on and near roadways. Fairfax 
County crash data indicates that there have been almost 400 reportable deer-vehicle collisions in the past five years. Deer move-
ments and behaviors are unpredictable and deer-vehicle collisions are a serious public safety concern. 

 

According to a September 2015 State Farm report, Virginia has the 10th highest rate in the nation for deer-vehicle collisions.  The 
odds that a Virginia driver will have an insurance claim in 2015 as the result of a deer-vehicle collision is 1 out of 97.  
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