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Notes from the President 

Hello FLAP-pers! 

Are you ready for Fall Fest at Lake Accotink Park on October 24th from 4-9 pm? Volunteers are 
still needed for this event.  See page 3 of this newsletter for more information about Fall Fest and 
how you can help make this a terrific event for the park. 

 

We will be holding our last FLAP meeting of the year on October 22nd at 7:30 pm at the Richard 
Byrd Library in Springfield. Items on the agenda include a presentation on the Accotink watershed 
mussel study findings (for more information see page 4 of this newsletter). Meeting minutes from 
the third quarter meeting will be sent out in the next few days along with the full meeting agenda. 

 

Thanks to Tom Kinder for photos of the fall cleanup on page 2 and for the header photo of fall 
foliage at the park. You can find more of Tom’s work at his website: http://www.pixjrpics.com/ 

 

Please be sure to “like” our Facebook page to stay updated on FLAP events! 

-Meghan 
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Accotink Watershed Cleanup  

Thanks to everyone who came out last month to help clean up Lake Accotink Park! According to Park Authority staff, 92 volunteers 

picked up an estimated 500 lbs of trash from three miles of lake shoreline, trails throughout the park, and Flag Run. The most unusual 

pieces of trash were a hubcap from an old Plymouth and an iron plate from the railroad tracks.  
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Mary and Chris Lipsey 

drag out debris from the 

lake. Photo courtesy of 

Jim Hickey. 

FACC President Kris Unger, 

FLAP President Meghan Walker, 

FLAP Secretary Jim Hickey, and 

Philip Latasa were all  on hand to 

assist with the cleanup. Photo courtesy 

of FACC facebook page. 

James Walkinshaw and 

Yvette Peña raided the 

lake for trash. Photo cour-

tesy of Jim Hickey. 

Philip Latasa organ-

izes volunteers before 

heading up Flag 

Run. Photo courtesy 

of Tom Kinder. 
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Volunteers Needed for Fall Fest at Lake Accotink on October 24th 

Fall Fest is next weekend! There will be events at the park from 2-9 pm. Howl-O-Ween will take place from 2-4pm and Fall Fest 

will run from 4-9pm. Both flyers are below.   

FLAP volunteers are needed to assist volunteers from Springfield Art Guild in supervising children painting pumpkins and to pro-

vide face painting. Minimal artistic skill needed for the face painting. Festive decorations are also needed and can be dropped off at 

the park any time before 3:30pm. If you are interested in volunteering, please email flap.president@gmail.com for further infor-

mation.  
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Mussel Study Completed at Lake Accotink Park 

Friends of Accotink Creek commissioned an official study of the freshwater mussel population of the Accotink watershed last 

month. FLAP helped offset the cost of the study by contributing a portion of a donation received from Whole Foods.  

There are about 10,000 freshwater mussels in Accotink Creek below the dam at Lake Accotink. The dam traps sediment in the lake 

providing a more hospitable habitat and preventing mussels from being buried in the creek bed. Algae and plankton from the lake 

provide food sources for the mussels as well.  

Official results will be presented at the FLAP meeting on October 22nd. More information can be found here: http://

accotink.org/2015/MusselSurvey2015.htm. 

(mussel survey photos courtesy of Friends of Accotink Creek) 
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Trail Construction Continuing at Lake Accotink Park 

Trail construction began again on September 21st on the cross county trail at Braddock Road. The first stage of the project will focus 

on paving the trail from Braddock  Road and paving the trail connector to Danbury Forest.  

(trail construction photos courtesy of Mary Keeser) 

Storm Water Management Project Underway in Accotink Creek at Wakefield Park 

The Department of Public Works and Environmental Services has begun two storm water management construction projects in the 

Accotink watershed at Wakefield Park. Work will include the installation of various in-stream structures, a pedestrian bridge crossing 

and pipe culverts, as well as stabilization of the stream banks and channel within the park. The project is necessary to deal with in-

creasing water runoff from impervious surfaces. 

Sediment has been found to be a major pollutant of the Accotink watershed according to an ongoing Virginia Department of Envi-

ronment TMDL study. Sediment is carried through the watershed and deposited in the lake when the watershed is flooded after 

storms. 

Impact to users of the cross county trail is expected to be minimal. The scheduled completion date is December 2016.  Click here for 

more information.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/press/html/ir101-15.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/press/html/ir101-15.htm

