
 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM FLAP PRESIDENT 
Hello folks! 

 

Despite the last flurry of winter activity this past 

week, I think it’s safe to say that spring is here! I am 

eagerly awaiting the appearance of my favorite 

flower, the cheerful daffodil.  

 

As the weather warms up, so does the FLAP 

schedule. On March 29, we will be assisting the 

Park Authority by giving the boathouse at the 

Lake Accotink Marina a facelift with fresh paint. 

We will also be participating in the Accotink 

Watershed Cleanup on April 11. This year FLAP 

will be focusing our cleanup efforts on Flag Run, an 

area of the Accotink Creek that begins inside the 

beltway and ends at Lake Accotink and is a major 

source of trash and debris. We will send out more 

information and sign-up sheets about both events 

soon but please mark your calendars now!  

Our next FLAP meeting will be in April as well. The 

date is not yet set but it will be in the second half of 

the month after the Accotink Watershed cleanup. We 

still need to approve a budget for 2015. A draft of the 

budget will be sent out before the end of March to all 

FLAP members for review and comment. It will be 

voted on at the April meeting.  

I look forward to seeing everyone out and about in 

the park!               Meghan Walker 
                    FLAP PRESIDENT 

“It was one of those March days when the sun 

shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is 

summer in the light, and winter in the shade.” 

~Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

 
LETTER FROM PARK SUPERVISOR 
Hello Friends –  

 

Last month I mentioned some of the classes and 

activities that are coming up for Spring. Worth a 

special mention are the Evening Campfire 

Programs that combine outdoor relaxation with 

nature study. The Campfire programs have been 

offered at Lake Accotink Park since Summer 2014, 

thanks to the mission-focused partnership of staff at 

Hidden Pond Nature Center. Held on select 

Saturdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. along the shoreline 

by the marina, the campfires are led by Hidden 

Pond naturalists who plan programs around topics 

ranging from nocturnal predators to bugs to animal 

calls to reptiles and more. Each program ends with 

a lakeside campfire - and s’mores! Upcoming dates 

for Lake Accotink Park campfires are March 21, 

March 28, April 25 and May 16. Additional dates 

are likely throughout the summer. For more 

information, including how to register, visit 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-accotink/. 

 

The Cross County Trail Improvements Project 

north of the lake is on course for construction to 

begin in late Spring. With the necessary permits 

now in hand, the Park Authority plans to put the 

project out to bid on March 23. Barring 

complications, construction is expected to start 

around the end of May and continue for 

about 180 days. The project involves paving 

about 4,800 linear feet of trail south of 

Braddock Road.        (continued on Page 3)  
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OFFICERS 
President:        Meghan Walker      flap.president@gmail.com 
Vice President:      Vacant     
Secretary:       Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
Treasurer:       Vacant     
Member At Large:        Tony Vellucci        flap.memberatlarge@gmail.com 
 

COMMITTEES 
Fundraising:       Vacant 
Membership:                 Ann McElhatton  flap.membership@gmail.com 
Outreach:       Beverley Rivera  flap.outreach@gmail.com 
Recreation:       Vacant   flap.recreation@gmail.com 
Special Projects:      Juan Rivera  flap.specialprojects@gmail.com 
Stewardship:                Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
 

FLAP MISSION 
We are committed to: 

 Protect, restore, and preserve the natural, historical and cultural resources of Lake Accotink 
Park; 

 Promote educational and recreational opportunities; 

 Encourage interpretive, educational, and cultural programs; 

 Promote the community use of the park facilities; and, 

 Foster respect for the park. 
 

FLAP NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION: 
 
The Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) newsletter is 
distributed monthly to provide information about the 
park, raising its awareness and visibility in the 
community. 

Distribution includes all FLAP members; the 
district offices of the three magisterial districts that 
border Lake Accotink Park: Braddock District, Lee 
District, and Springfield District; and the following 
communities for posting on their website or inclusion in 
their community newsletters: 
Canterbury Woods, Carrleigh Homeowners 
Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, North 
Springfield Civic Association, Oak Hill, 
Ravensworth Farm, Stonehaven, Springfield Civic 
Association, and West Springfield Civic Association. 
 

Anyone can become a Friend of Lake Accotink Park, just attend a couple of 
FLAP meetings, or join us in various park activities.  

Contact us at: flap.membership@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 

And don’t forget our donation box at the Park Marina.  

 

Are You Ready for the 2015 

CARDBOARD BOAT 
REGATTA 
SUNDAY MAY 31 

 
For insider tips and boat specifications, visit 

http://www.springfielddays.com 
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PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER        ....Continued 

The design of the trail will take into account 

high and low points in order to achieve proper 

drainage - an important goal which addresses 

concerns voiced by many who use the trail.   

The FY2015 Deer Management Archery 

Program ended as scheduled on February 21. 

The archery program has been conducted 

safely and effectively in various parks, 

including  Lake Accotink Park and Accotink 

Stream Valley, under the oversight of the 

Fairfax County Police Department in 

collaboration with The Park Authority. For 

those who keep count, a total of 25 deer were 

harvested in Lake Accotink Park, plus another 

10 in the Accotink Stream Valley between the 

Norfolk Southern Railroad and the Fairfax 

County Parkway.  

Lastly, we look forward to working with many of 

you on the next FLAP project and we 

appreciate the help immensely!  We will round 

up tools, materials and supplies so everyone 

has a chance to pitch in.  

Enjoy the park, 

Julie Tahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

UPDATES FROM THE BRADDOCK 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE PARK 
AUTHORITY BOARD, TONY VELLUCCI  
 
 

LAKE ACCOTINK USE STUDY 
FINALLY UNDERWAY 

 
Well the Lake Accotink Use Study is finally 
underway and the contractor has started 
working on parts of the study that need to be 
done while the trees have no leaves. The Park 
Authority is still negotiating the remainder of 
the project to keep it within budget. The April 
newsletter will provide additional details and a 
study timeline.  
 

PARK AUTHORITY BOARD 
INCREASES SELECTED FEES 

 
On March 11 2015, the Park Authority Board 
voted to increase selected fees for various 
parks and 
services as a 
part of the 2015 
Fee Adjustment 
cycle. Park staff 
advertised 
revised fees in 
early January 
2015 and then held a public comment meeting 
on January 21, 2015.  Staff then revised 
proposed fees based upon public comments 
and presented their proposal to the 
Administration Management and Budget 
Committee on February 25, 2015.  
Rather than keeping park fees stable for long 
periods of time and then implementing 
significant rate hikes, the Park Authority now 
implements incremental fee increases, in step 
with incurred costs. Consequently, miniature 
golf fees for all user categories at Lake 
Accotink Park will increase by $1.00 for 
weekends and holidays. Weekday rates remain 
at their current rates. Further, the carousel ride 
rate increases from $1.75 to $2.00 per person, 
per ride. This fee was last adjusted in 2011. 
There are no increases for canoe or pedal boat 
rentals.  More information can be found at 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/archives/0225
15-amb-pkg.pdf  

MARCH 21       SPRING SESSION OF CLASSES    

                                               BEGINS 
                                                                                                               

MARCH 20 – 21     OPEN HIRE FOR MARINA     

                                   STAFF POSITIONS(2-6 PM)  
 

APRIL 11              SPRING WATERSHED  

                                     CLEAN-UP DAY  
                                    (9 AM TO NOON) 

APRIL 25         BOATING, MINI-GOLF, AND     

                   CAROUSEL OPEN FOR THE SEASON  
 

MAY 31        CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA                                                   

                 (12:00 BOAT JUDGING; RACES 2 – 5) 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/archives/022515-amb-pkg.pdf
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FRIENDS FEDERATION MEETING 
MARCH 28 

 

The Park Authority will host a Friends 
Federation meeting at Frying Pan Park on 
March 28 (9 – 11:30 am) bringing together all 
of the recognized Friends groups in Fairfax 
County.  Director Kirk Kincannon will address 
the Friends Federation and provide an 
overview of current Park operations and 
potential impacts from the FY-2016 proposed 
budget. Following that, the Friends will 
participate in a short fund-raising workshop 
provided by the Fairfax County Park 
Foundation. FLAP will be a participant in the 
Federation meeting. 
 
 

FRIENDS OF AUDREY MOORE 
MOVING FORWARD 

 
During the month of February, the newly-
formed Friends of Audrey Moore RECenter 
(FAMRC) met several times to develop their 
organizational structure, fill key leadership 
roles, establish a tentative calendar of 
activities, and issue their first newsletter. 
FAMRC is a first in that never before has there 
been a Friend’s group for a RECenter, and it is 
only appropriate that the first RECenter in the 
county should also have the first RECenter-
specific Friends group. FAMRC is looking to 
play  an active voice in future renovations for 
AMRC. The next FAMRC meeting will be held 
Thursday March 26, at Braddock Hall at 
7:00pm. 

Check out their website at 
 

www.moorefriends.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

MEADOW RESTORATION AT 
AMERICANA PARK 

 
Americana Park sits along the Accotink Creek 
at the intersection of Route 236 and I-495 (the 
Beltway). Fairfax County Stormwater Planning 
is working with the Fairfax County Park 
Authority to establish a native meadow habitat 
within the park along Accotink Parkway. A 
meadow is an open area of land with few or no 
trees, vegetated with grasses and wildflowers.  
Native plants in this habitat provide food and 
shelter for wildlife. Americana Park is also used 
for its little league baseball field, and the Cross 
County Trail (CCT); however, there is a portion 
of the park that has been maintained as a turf 
grass field. This project will convert the grass 
field between the CCT and Accotink Parkway 
into a native meadow habitat. The project will 
also remove some invasive species and dead 
vegetation, replacing them with almost 1,000 
native grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees. The 
Friends of Accotink Creek are organizing the 
planting and are looking for volunteers who 
have experience with gardening, native 
plantings and/or landscaping to participate on 
one or both dates. Please bring your own tools, 
gloves and gear, and please RSVP to the 
FACC Meetup page: 
 

Meetup.com/Accotink 
 
Additional information and project schedule is 
available at: 
 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater/proje
cts/americana-park.htm  

“Like” the Friends of Lake Accotink Park 

Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 
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SPRING WATERSHED CLEANUP 
April 11, 2015 

 
The Friends of Lake Accotink Park will be focusing on the  Flag Run Stream Valley from Lake 

Accotink Park to Port Royal Road. 
 

Meet at the marina at 8:30 am. 
 

Points of Contact:           Meghan Walker     flap.president@gmail.com 

                        Juan Rivera     flap.specialprojects@gmail.com 

MARINA SEASON OPENING PREPARATIONS 
Hello Lake Accotink Friends, 

We hope you can spare an hour or two on Sunday, March 29 to help prepare for the upcoming 
season at the Lake as we: 

 Clean and paint the boathouse 
 Clean and prepare the picnic shelters 

We have many time slots/tasks listed below for sign up.  

If you cannot attend but wish to show your support, we would gladly accept donations of water, coffee 
or pastries for volunteers, or a small monetary donation to help pay for supplies (these slots are also 
on the sign-up list).With thanks,                                                         

Juan Rivera 

FLAP Special Projects Coordinator                                    

DATE: 3/29/2015 (Sunday 8:30AM - 12:30PM)  
 
LOCATION: Lake Accotink Marina 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C4DA4A62FA0FF2-marina 
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MEET THE PARK STAFF 

“EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR  A REASON” 
BY Hannah Wilkerson 

Interviewing staff members is starting to become a trend for me. Talking to Cecilia, the Office Manager, her story 

started to unfold in front of me. Cecilia’s simple single braid lay over her clean work shirt. She is always professional 

and adds her own special touch by wearing her pink Doc Martens.  

Cecilia began as a volunteer for the park in Spring 2011 as part of the 

Park’s Trail Watch Program, picking up trash when she walked the 

trails. She knew she was falling in love with Lake Accotink Park and 

started to plan ways to get more involved. In Summer 2012, she 

applied for a seasonal marina position.  

Park Supervisor, Julie Tahan, already recognized her dedication to the 

park and Cecilia was hired. Once the season ended she was promoted 

to weekend opening manager on duty which let her work year round. 

This is one of the hardest shifts because in the off season it’s not only 

early, but very cold.  

Julie Tahan and the previous assistant park manager, Jamie Fish, 

were impressed by Cecilia’s administrative skills when she covered the 

front desk or handled park office work. Julie knew Cecilia would be a 

great fit at Lake Accotink Park and promoted her to Office Manager. 

Cecilia says she “remembers it perfectly;” Julie asked if she was 

interested in working a more exclusively administrative position. There 

wasn’t a title for the job or a simple job description, all they knew is that 

there was a need for someone in the office a few days a week. The 

main office workers were overwhelmed with items that needed to be 

done, and the usual front desk person had recently left the position.  

Cecilia said she wanted to, “do my best and prove myself as a 

competent employee.”  

Cecilia’s goals came to life as Julie started piling up the workload. Cecelia added, “Julie is a great manager, she 

looks for what employees are talented at and lets their abilities soar.”  

While she likes working as Office Manager, her dream job is to be a professional dog trainer and instructor. In early 

2012, she contacted the program director for Lake Accotink Park and started volunteering for the park’s dog training 

instructors. The instructors were grateful for any assistance and gladly helped her gain experience to achieve her 

dream. In the summer of 2014, one of the instructors had to step away from her classes for a while and suggested 

Cecilia take over. “Everything happens for a reason,” is how Cecilia described the feeling of being paid to do the 

job she’s wanted since she was a teenager.  

Cecilia would love to be a full time dog trainer and has already created her own business, Sterling Silver Canine 

Coaching LLC. She has a few clients, but doesn’t want to become too busy. She is still continuing to get a formal 

education in dog training and completing certifications. She is already certified as a Dog Obedience Trainer and 

Instructor through Penn Foster University and is taking classes through Karen Pryor Academy. Her goal is to 

complete these courses and be able to do dog training full time within the next two years.  

Cecilia reflects on all that she’s said and comments, “Hard work pays off.” I fully agreed with Cecilia Schmitt’s 

statement. She is 100% proof that no matter where you go in life, hard work really pays off.   

As always, many thanks to Tom Kinder for his beautiful banner photo, the 2014 Cardboard Boat Regatta 
photo and the Carousel in the Snow. Enjoy more of Tom’s photos of the park on his website 

www.pixjrpics.com 

 


