
 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Hello  Folks! 

Well, Punxsutawney Phil has predicted 6 more 
weeks of winter so we’ll have to wait a little longer 
before we’re able to fully enjoy Lake Accotink Park 
again.  

In the meantime, FLAP members have been 
keeping busy indoors. We held our first meeting of 
2015 in January and filled three of the five FLAP 
officer positions. I will be continuing as president, 
Jim Hickey will serve as Secretary, and Tony 
Vellucci will serve as Member-At-Large. We are 
still looking for folks to fill the positions of Vice 
President and Treasurer. Please contact me at 
flap.president@gmail.com if you are interested.  

Last week we joined FACC and FLBSV for the 
Accotink Watershed Social Event at Lost Dog 
Café in Merrifield. We ate, drank, and chatted about 
our groups and what we can do to work together to 
achieve common goals. Thanks to everyone who 
came out! 

We will not be holding another FLAP meeting until 
April but that doesn’t mean we won’t be busy! We’ll 
be sprucing up the boathouse at the end of March, 
giving it a new paint job before it reopens for the 
season. And don’t forget, the Accotink Watershed 
Cleanup is April 11. This year FLAP will be 
focusing our trash pickup efforts on Flag Run. This 
area empties into the Lake right next to the beach 
and is a huge source of trash that flows down from 
the Port Royal Road business area.  

As always, our Facebook page is a great way to 
keep up with FLAP events: 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 

Meghan Walker 
FLAP PRESIDENT 

PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER 

Hello  Friends –  
 
Even as the winds are gusting across the open 
expanse of frozen lake, the conversation among 
staff naturally focuses on the Cardboard Boat 
Regatta and the opening of the marina! They are 
hard at work planning and managing all the 
preparations that go into those favorite aspects of 
the park for the community. Mark your calendar for 
the following dates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a seasonal basis the park employs highly 
motivated individuals of all ages who are 
enthusiastic about providing superior recreational 
services and park information to our park visitors. 
Operating the marina during the season requires a 
team of approximately 20 marina specialists and 
supervisors who strive to make each visitor’s 
experience safe and enjoyable. They serve in roles 
such as cashier, tour boat operator, boat rental 
attendant, 
carousel 
operator, 
and mini-
golf 
attendant.  

Park 
Supervisors 
Letter  
Continued 
on Page 3  
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March 20 – 21 (2-6 pm) 
OPEN HIRE FOR MARINA STAFF POSITIONS 

 
Saturday, April 11 

SPRING WATERSHED CLEAN-UP DAY 
 

Sunday, May 31 
 CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA 
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OFFICERS 
President:        Meghan Walker      flap.president@gmail.com 
Vice President:      Vacant     
Secretary:       Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
Treasurer:       Vacant     
Member At Large:        Tony Vellucci        flap.memberatlarge@gmail.com 
 

COMMITTEES 
Fundraising:       Vacant 
Membership:                 Ann McElhatton  flap.membership@gmail.com 
Outreach:       Beverley Rivera  flap.outreach@gmail.com 
Recreation:       Vacant   flap.recreation@gmail.com 
Special Projects:      Juan Rivera  flap.specialprojects@gmail.com 
Stewardship:                Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
 

FLAP NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION: 
 
The Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) 
newsletter is distributed monthly to provide 
information about the park, raising its 
awareness and visibility in the community. 

Distribution includes all FLAP members; the 
district offices of the three magisterial districts 
that border Lake Accotink Park: Braddock 
District, Lee District, and Springfield District; 
and the following communities for posting on 
their website or inclusion in their community 
newsletters: 
Canterbury Woods, Carrleigh Homeowners 
Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, North 
Springfield Civic Association, Oak Hill, 
Ravensworth Farm, Stonehaven, Springfield 
Civic Association, and West Springfield Civic 
Association. 
 

Get Ready for the 2015 
CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA 

SUNDAY MAY 31 
 

For insider tips and boat specifications, visit 

http://www.springfielddays.com 
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FLAP MISSION 
We are committed to: 

 Protect, restore, and preserve the natural, historical and cultural resources of Lake Accotink 
Park; 

 Promote educational and recreational opportunities; 

 Encourage interpretive, educational, and cultural programs; 

 Promote the community use of the park facilities; and, 

 Foster respect for the park. 
 

Anyone can become a Friend of Lake Accotink Park, just attend a couple 
of FLAP meetings, or join us in various park activities.  

Contact us at: flap.membership@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 

And don’t forget our donation box at the Park Marina.  
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PARK SUPERVISORS LETTER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Staff rotates through the full range of roles so that 
they gain proficiency in all areas of responsibility. 
Additional employees working at the park devote 
their time to custodial, maintenance and security-
related duties, while others run the Visitors Center, 
plan special events, teach 
classes, and coordinate 
marketing and outreach 
efforts. 

The full cast is joined by 
Summer Camp counselors in 
June, July and August. 
Seasonal positions at Lake 
Accotink Park provide 
excellent experience for 
those who enjoy working as 
a team, serving the public, gaining new skills—all 
while working outdoors in everyone’s favorite park! 
To apply for a marina worker position, attend one of 
the Open Hire dates mentioned above. For 
information on the application process for Summer 
Camp positions, please visit 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/campjobs.htm 

 

SPRING CLASSES 

Registration for Spring Classes is open.  Lake 
Accotink Park offerings this Spring include 
basketball, soccer, mountain biking, dog 
obedience, and various types of art for children 
and adults. Browse the complete list of Park 
Authority classes by visiting 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes. You will 
also find many summer camp options for children. 
The Spring session of classes begins March 21. 
Why not treat yourself or a family member to some 
scheduled leisure time. 
 
Meanwhile, keep warm and remember -- the park is 
a great place to visit every season. Bundle up and 
come on out!         
                Enjoy,                       

                   Julie Tahan 

FROM THE BRADDOCK DISTRICT 
REPRESENTATIVE, 

TONY VELLUCCI 
 

As many of you already know, the Park 

Authority is currently conducting a Needs 

Assessment and that study will drive future bond 

investments. The last one was completed in 2004. 

The study is now moving from the Information 

Gathering Phase (Oct 2014 – Jan 2015) to the 

Survey & Analysis Phase (Feb - Sep 2015). Over 

the next few months the contractor will send out a 

survey to 15,000 random households in the county.   

IF YOU RECEIVE A SURVEY, PLEASE 

FILL IT OUT AND SEND IT IN, OR 

PASS IT ONTO SOMEONE ELSE WHO 

WILL DO SO.  

Once results are tabulated, findings and 

recommendations will be presented to the public in 

the Open House/Public Forum Phase (Sep – Oct 

2015), which will also provide the public an 

opportunity to offer comments on draft findings and 

recommendations. Public comments will be 

incorporated into the final Needs Assessment and 

presented to the Park Authority Board via the 

Formal Presentation / Park Authority Board 

Approval Phase (Nov – Dec 2015).  More 

information can be found at:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parkscount/ 

The presentation that kicked off the effort and 

which provides additional information can be found 

at:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parkscount/dow

nloads/parkscount-presentation-100214.pdf 

In other news, from Planning & Development 

representatives, I’ve been told that the Lake 

Accotink Park Study which I had hoped would be 

under contract by now is in final negotiations with 

the contractor. I am hoping that we will have a 

signed contract soon and the contractor will be 

starting the study shortly. I will let you know as 

soon as I hear that the contractor is on board.  

                                  ...CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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.HOW DO I FIND INFORMATION 
ABOUT WHAT THE PARK 

AUTHORITY BOARD IS DOING? 
 

Most months, the Park Authority Board meets twice 
to address issues and projects affecting the 
Authority and does so through eleven (11) standing 
committees. Committee packages which provide in-
depth information regarding projects and activities, 
the board agenda, and board minutes can be found 
at:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/boardagn2.htm.   

Further, the Park Authority calendar identifies all 
official meetings and events of interest of the Park 
Authority Board and can be found at  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/archives/pabcal.pdf 

Lastly, archives of past meetings are at:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/board/boardarchives.htm.   

 
SO WHAT’S WRONG WITH 

ENCROACHMENT? 
By Tony Vellucci 

 

What would you think if your neighbor came onto 
your property without your permission to put up his 
new shed in your backyard, or if he started taking 
down trees on your property so he could get a 
better view of the lake, or if he decided to dump his 
grass clippings on your side of the fence rather 
than put them out for yard waste removal? What if 
he wanted to plant his garden on your property 
without your permission? Would you allow him to 
do that or would you most likely take the initiative to 
curb his actions by calling the police and in some 
cases, even seek damages. Would you consider 
that neighbor to be a good neighbor given his/her 
lack of lack of courtesy and respect for your 
property? 

Well, each day, across the county, multiple 
instances of this occur as homeowners adjacent to 
parkland think nothing at all of doing all of the 
above – and more. And while many would never 
think of dumping their grass clippings over the 
fence in their neighbor’s backyard, cutting down 
one of their neighbor’s trees, or putting up a shed 
on their neighbor’s property, they don’t give a 
second thought to doing just that on Park Land.   

The Fairfax County Park Authority is the single 

largest landowner in the county and strives to be a 

responsible property owner and steward of public 

land. But it needs the help of all its citizens to 

succeed in that endeavor. Many county residents 

whose properties adjoin public lands abide by 

established property boundaries, being good 

stewards of both their private property and public 

land. But some do not. You can report 

encroachment on parkland by contacting the Park 

Authority at parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov. When 

made aware of encroachment activities, the Park 

Authority seeks voluntary compliance from violators, 

encouraging adjoining property owners to respect 

legal property boundaries. 

 

FRIENDS OF AUDREY MOORE 

RECENTER ON THEIR WAY 
By Tony Vellucci 

 

About 40 residents, primarily from the Braddock 
District, but also the Mason district held an 
organizational kick-off meeting to determine 
whether they wanted to establish a Friends of 
Audrey Moore RECenter group on February 5. 
There was overwhelming support to form the 
Friend’s group, and eight citizens came forward 
volunteering as the initial leadership team. While 
the Park Authority recognizes many Friends groups 
throughout the county, the Friends of Audrey Moore 
RECenter is a first in that never before has there 
been a Friend’s group for a RECenter. 

The Audrey Moore RECenter was the first 
RECenter in Fairfax County and is now almost 40 
years old. Friends of Audrey Moore RECenter look 
to work with RECenter patrons and the Park 
Authority to make appropriate plans for changes 
and improvements, positioning Audrey Moore as a 
vibrant recreation center for the future. For more 
information on the meeting see the Annandale Blog 
at  

http://annandaleva.blogspot.com/2015/02/audrey-

moore-recenter-gets-new-friends.html.  

Future meetings will be advertised when dates are 

available. 
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GET YOUR BRAIN WET! 
by Philip Latasa 

 
 

Biological stream monitoring in the park, a joint project of FLAP and Friends of Accotink Creek, 
takes place the second Saturday of the months of 
March, June, September and December, 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m.  

Volunteers assess ecological conditions in streams, 
based on the presence and abundance of bottom-
dwelling invertebrates. Dress for the woods and the 
weather. If you have it, wading gear is helpful, since 
we will be placing nets in the water. Entering the 
water is the most fun, but entirely optional. 

The next meeting will be March 14 from 9:30 – 11:30 
a.m., and as an optional special add-on there will be 
training in location of freshwater mussels from 11:30 
– 1:30, in preparation for our planned survey of Accotink Creek mussel populations. 

Where to Meet: Parking lot behind Lake Accotink Park Administrative Building. 

For additional stream monitoring information see: 

http://www.accotink.org/StreamMonitoring.htm 

Sign up at:  
 
http://www.accotink.org/cgi-bin/cal.pl?ACTION=VIEWDAY&Year=2015&Month=3&Date=14&config=calendar.cfg 

 

The data volunteers collect gets reported to Virginia Save Our Streams and can then be used by 
county and commonwealth agencies to guide any required restoration work.  
 

 

BIOLOGICAL STREAM MONITORING AND MUSSEL SPOTTING 
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FLAP has established its first yearlong SPECIAL PROJECTS CALENDAR:  

 
http://www.accotink.org/FLAP/2015/FLAP_Special_Projects_2015_Calendar_02-20-2015.pdf 

We have coordinated with the park staff, and used feedback from our members to identify key projects that we 
as members of the community can lead. The calendar is divided into three sections: 

 

PROJECT/EVENT – These are regularly scheduled events that FLAP can coordinate throughout 

the year, for example the Spring and Fall Watershed Clean Up days.  

 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTS FOR GROUPS – These are great projects for groups such as Scouts 

or organizations wanting to conduct outreach efforts. Please contact the Special Projects 
Coordinator to schedule your event. 

 

ONGOING PROJECTS – These projects will occur throughout the year, as needed. They are 

seasonal or weather dependent, therefore, due to the specifics of the project, a “short-notice” 
request will be sent via email asking for volunteers. For example the Mussel Rescues after heavy 
storms. 

 
This calendar is meant to be a working document, so your 
continued participation and feedback will allow us to add and/or 
modify events throughout the year. Our hope is to establish a 
strong core of volunteers for each project on a recurring basis 
and to schedule a project that is perfect for each person wanting 
to give back to their community. 

Now, on to our first big project of the year; the MARINA 

SEASON OPENING PREPARATIONS. This will consist of 

cleaning and painting the boathouse, and cleaning and 
preparing the picnic shelters for the park’s opening 
season. 

We will send out the details via email asking members and/or 
groups to sign-up using Sign-up Genius later this month. We hope 
to see you out there volunteering to keep your park and lake clean. 

The calendar will be populated with dates once we get closer to the 
event. Additionally, we will conduct “unscheduled projects” that 
are deemed necessary to maintain the cleanliness and safety of 
the park. For example, there is currently a huge amount of trash 
collected at the marina and once the weather clears up a little, we 

will conduct our first unscheduled project to clean-up the 
rubbish currently frozen into the lake (see photos). However, 

we must wait for the ice to melt before we can proceed. So please 
be on the lookout for an email asking for volunteers to clean this 
up… it should not take longer than 1-2 hours. 

If you have any recommendations that you would like to see added to the special projects calendar, please 
send your idea(s) to FLAP.SpecialProjects@gmail.com.  Thanks, and I look forward to seeing you at the park! 

JUAN RIVERA 
SPECIAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR SPECIAL PROJECTS . . . 
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