
FLAP Meeting Minutes 
October 22nd, 2015 

ATTENDANCE 
Diana Davies 
Dave Gibson 
Sue Jewell 
Philip Latasa 
Chet McLaren 
Elaine Sevy 
Julie Tahan 
Meghan Walker 
Justin Walker 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:30pm 

 Motion to accept minutes into record was seconded and approved.  

 Report from FLAP president 

o Updates: 

 Paving in Lake Accotink Park 

 The final stage of the paving project has begun. Thanks to Mary 

Keeser for taking photos of the construction. These photos can be 

found on the FLAP Facebook page.  

 Stream restoration project in Accotink Creek 

 Turkey Run plan design is nearing completion but no funds have 

been allocated yet for construction.  

 Master Plan/2016 Bond 

 There is still no ETA on the Master Plan kickoff for Lake Accotink. 

The study that was authorized on the park is running behind 

schedule and that is delaying the start of the Master Plan process. 

However, there is likely to be a 2016 Parks Bond referendum on 

the ballot in November. It is important that Lake Accotink is 

represented in that bond package as it is for $80 million dollars to 

be spent over 5 years.  

 Butterfly garden project 

 We have a project manager and we have the funds, now we have 

to set a date in the spring to clean up the garden and plant new 

http://www.accotink.org/FLAP/index.htm
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plants. We also need to coordinate the purchase of plants through 

the Park Authority as they will need to purchase everything for us. 

We also want to put up a sign as well that identifies the spot as a 

butterfly garden.  

 Needs assessment survey results 

 The preliminary ParksCounts! survey results have been released. 

The survey found that 87% of Fairfax County residents frequented 

the county parks in the past year. Of those attendees, 29% 

described the condition of the parks as “excellent” and 62% rated 

them “very good.” Survey respondents identified preserving open 

spaces and renovating/paving trails as the two most important 

ways they want their tax dollars spent at county parks. This is 

important information for the Lake Accotink Master Plan as it tells 

us how county residents use parks and what they expect of park 

facilities and services.  

 Report from Park Supervisor 

o Julie Tahan thanked FLAP for the Flag Run cleanup during the October park 

cleanup. Two Eagle Scout projects have been completed at the park: fishing line 

recycling bins have been installed at several points around the lake and several 

kiosk roofs were repaired. There will be a new weather procedure beginning 

November 1st for Fairfax County parks. The parks will no longer follow the school 

closures when determining if parks will remain open in inclement weather but 

will instead follow the Fairfax County government closures. Therefore, if the 

county schools are closed but the county government is open then the parks will 

remain open as well. There’s a new Lake Accotink Park brochure that will be 

available in the park. Upcoming events at the park are the Fall Fest on October 

24th and Santa’s Hayride on December 12th.  

 FACC presentation on Accotink Creek Mussel Study 



FLAP Meeting Minutes 
October 22nd, 2015 

o Philip Latasa presented the results of the Accotink Creek mussel study that was 

done in September. (FLAP contributed $500 to offset the cost of the study) The 

study found that there are about 10,000 freshwater mussels in Accotink Creek 

below the dam at Lake Accotink. The dam traps sediment in the lake providing a 

more hospitable habitat and preventing mussels from being buried in the creek 

bed. Algae and plankton from the lake provide food sources for the mussels as 

well.  

 SAG/FLAP potential partnership  

o Elaine Sevy, Outreach Coordinator for the Springfield Art Guild spoke about a 

potential partnership with FLAP at the park. Specific items that were discussed 

were offering plein art classes in the park in 2016 and holding an art show with 

local artists at the park as well. SAG and FLAP will continue to work with the Park 

Authority to sort out the details of partnership events at Lake Accotink.  

 Discussion re: plastic water bottles at Lake Accotink 

o Diana Davies spoke about the large volume of disposable water bottle trash in 

the water and along the trails at Lake Accotink. It has been observed that most 

of the trash picked up during park cleanups are plastic bottles. Diana is proposing 

a ban on the sale of disposable water bottles at the park and to sell reusable 

bottles at the concession stand. Also proposed is to research the cost of 

installing a water bottle refill station at the park. Other members proposed 

setting up tables at big park events for a petition for attendees to sign and to 

potentially have Fairfax Water join us to do taste tests of non-bottled water. 

Sculptures of trash found in the lake could also be displayed at the table.  

 Upcoming Events: 

o Fall Fest October 24th  

o Santa’s Hayride December 12th  

 Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.  


