
         

 All -                         22 August, 2014 

Please see below. Some disturbing news.  A WTOP reporter was contacted by a grieving family member 
about the loss of his wife - a 43 year old mom -  to a hornet “attack,”  wanting to raise awareness should 
it happen again.  

I want to make you aware of these events and the proper protocol should anyone in your community 
encounter a similar situation.    Interesting in that my wife was stung twice in two weeks from hornets in 
and around the house - the second one being very painful for her.  Needless to say, they are now gone. 

Fairfax Resident Attacked By Hornets 

Police responded to a home in the 4900 block of Althea Drive on Saturday, Aug. 2 at around 5:20 p.m. 
for a report of a CPR in progress. The victim's injury was believed to be caused by a hornet; the woman 
was trimming bushes and may have inadvertently come into contact with a hornet nest. She 
experienced an allergic reaction and family contacted 9-1-1 for help.  She was transported to Inova 
Fairfax Hospital where she later died.  The deceased was a 43-year-old woman who lived in the 
home.  Police worked jointly with the resident to determine the efficient removal of the hornet nest 
from the property. 

The next day, Sunday, August 3, in an unrelated matter, police were contacted to a report of a broken 
hornets’ nest on a walking path in the 5200 block of Juliet Street in Springfield at around 6 p.m.  Several 
people in the area had been stung; the police report does not indicate further actions or injuries that 
may have required medical attention. The area was apparently roped off for people to avoid the area.  

The Park Authority is currently working with FCPD Animal Control to create a fact sheet that would tell 
citizens who to call, and what to do and appropriate responses to a person stung.  The County has 
contracts with pest control companies to handle these situations and if residents SEE a hornet nest 
on public property, they should contact the police non-emergency line at 703-691-2131.  If, however, it 
is on private property, a homeowner should contact a pest control company to assist them with the 
situation. 

Tony Vellucci  

http://www.wjla.com/articles/2014/08/melodye-creason-fairfax-county-woman-killed-by-hornet-sting-
106278.html 
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