
 

 
 
 
 

Meghan Walker, Interim FLAP President 

Hello, fellow FLAP-ers!  

Have you had a chance to enjoy the park in all its fall  

glory? You may notice that Lake Accotink and the surrounding 

trails are looking a lot cleaner thanks to the hard work of 

members of FLAP and the communities surrounding Lake 

Accotink.  

We held a very successful “Raiders of the Lost Trash” expedition 

last month. Fourteen people took to the water by canoe and 

kayak and one volunteer cleaned up along the shoreline. We 

collected ten bags of trash in less than two hours! The most 

unusual piece of trash found was a large trash bin. Thanks to 

everyone who came out! 

Our next “Raiders of the Lost Trash” expedition will be in 

conjunction with the Fairfax County Park Authority Accotink 

Watershed Cleanup on October 18. Spaces are limited, so if 

you would like to join us on the water please sign up 

(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4ea5ae29a3f49-lake1). 

To volunteer on land, check in with Park Authority staff beginning 

at 9 a.m. at the marina.  

FLAP is planning for 2015! Our Special Projects Coordinator 

Juan Rivera has been working very hard organizing FLAP 

events for next year planning and gathering community 

participation.  

We’ll discuss FLAP 2015 at the November 20 meeting and 

General elections will be held at the December meeting. More 

details will be sent out in the coming months.  

As always, follow our Twitter page 

(https://twitter.com/accotinkfriends) and “Like” our Facebook 

page (https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark) to 

stay up to date on all FLAP news and events! 

“No one achieves anything alone. So let’s embark on a new 

journey together.  Let’s break out a map.  Not the old, out-of-date 

one that shows where we’ve been, but a crisp, new one that 

shows where we might go.  Let’s embark on a new journey 

together, and see where it takes us.”- Leslie Knope 

Julie Tahan, Park Supervisor 
 
Hello Friends –  
 

As the year enters its final season, one of my favorites, 

park staff are preparing for special events and planning the work 

that needs to be done in the off-season. Supplies, equipment, 

and facilities will need to be cleaned, stored, winterized, and 

repaired. We are excited by the enthusiasm shown by FLAP for 

assisting with some of these projects. I am committed to 

coordinating work plans in a way that will enable us to deepen 

our partnership and further enhance the park for everyone’s 

enjoyment. 

 

The work of managing Lake Accotink Park relies on a team of 

staff with a wide range of skills and experience. Each member of 

the team contributes so much to making the park the wonderful 

asset that it is. I appreciate that two of them have agreed to 

share their perspectives via this newsletter. You will enjoy 

reading the piece by veteran staffer Erin Gray, who excels at 

creative writing and is working on a book, she took her thoughts 

about a typical day as a Marina Supervisor and put them to 

verse.  

 
Likewise, Hannah Wilkerson, who recently joined the staff at 

Lake Accotink Park as our Marketing and Outreach Coordinator, 

contributed a thought-provoking narrative about her early 

impressions of the long-standing trash issue and insights she 

gained through exposure to groups like FLAP who are doing 

something about it. 

 

We are currently gathering materials and supplies for the Fall 

Watershed Clean-up scheduled for Saturday, October 18. 

Thanks to FLAP’s efforts, it sounds like there will be a great 

turnout. Please join us!  

 
Enjoy the park, Julie Tahan 
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Our next FLAP meeting will be October 23, 

7p.m., at the Richard Byrd Library in 

Springfield. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4ea5ae29a3f49-lake1
https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark
http://drive.google.com/open?id=1N8eFuNkpTbrSYd_rOhTpuPByder7y5TfmCz2pmllC9Q


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICERS 
President:        Meghan Walker      flap.president@gmail.com 
Vice President:      Marc Greidinger     
Secretary:       Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
Treasurer:       Liz Williams  flap.treasurer@gmail.com   
Member At Large:        Elizabeth Driggers flap.memberatlarge@gmail.com 
 

COMMITTEES 
Fundraising:       Vacant 
Membership:                 Ann McElhatton  flap.membership@gmail.com 
Outreach:       Beverley Rivera  flap.outreach@gmail.com 
Recreation:         flap.recreation@gmail.com 
Special Projects:      Juan Rivera  flap.specialprojects@gmail.com 
Stewardship:                 Jim Hickey  jimhickey12@gmail.com 
 

FLAP NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION: 

The Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) 
newsletter is distributed monthly to provide 
information about the park, raising its 
awareness and visibility in the community. 

Distribution includes all FLAP members; the 
district offices of the three magisterial districts 
that 
border Lake Accotink Park: Braddock District, 
Lee District, and Springfield District; and the 
following communities for posting on their 
website 
or inclusion in their community newsletters: 
Canterbury Woods, Carrleigh Homeowners 
Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, North 
Springfield Civic Association, Oak Hill, 
Ravensworth Farm, Stonehaven, Springfield 
Civic Association, and West Springfield Civic 
Association. 

FLAP MISSION 
We are committed to: 

 Protect, restore, and preserve the natural, historical and cultural 
resources of Lake Accotink Park; 
 Promote educational and recreational opportunities; 
 Encourage interpretive, educational, and cultural programs; 
 Promote the community use of the park facilities; and, 
 Foster respect for the park. 

 

Anyone can become a Friend of Lake 
Accotink Park, just attend a couple of 

FLAP meetings or join us in various park 
activities. We also have a donation box at 

the Park Marina.  

Contact us at: 
flap.membership@gmail.com or visit our webpage on 

the Friends of Accotink Creek website. 
 

Many thanks, as always, to Tom Kinder for his 

banner photos, this month’s banner shows one 

of Lake Accotink Park’s bald eagles in flight, 

enjoy more of Tom’s  photography at  

www. pixjrpics.com 
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After heavy rains, Lake Accotink Park trail users often face a damper: a flooded trail. But plans for an elevated 

walkway that will make the flood-prone section of the trail passable even after a 100-year storm, are now 50%  

complete.  

The new walkway is also designed to reduce the excessively steep west section of the trail from its current 

30% pitch to a gentler 8% That improvement, and the viewing area, will make the section ADA compatible. 

The walkway will be 10-feet wide, giving bikers, walkers, and runners ample safe space to pass. 

Designers considered leaving the existing trail and the three concrete culverts in place alongside the new 

walkway, but keeping both old and new trails 

would create a much larger environmental 

footprint, and the culverts clog, aggravating 

flooding and presenting the Park Authority with a 

maintenance issue. 

Expected to cost $850,000, the new design will 

be supported by a series of poles similar to the 

bridge at Four Mile Run in Arlington (pictured 

below). An artist’s impression shows the new 

elevated walkway in relation to the existing trail; 

note that the existing trail will be removed. 

The project design should be complete by mid-

to-late 2015, with construction starting in 2016. 

To minimize the environmental impact, this small 

segment of trail will closed for 8-to-12 months during construction, although opening it on some weekends is a 

possibility.  

The Stream Crossing and Trail Improvement project was presented for public review and comment on 

September 24. However, if you missed the meeting and have feedback concerning the project, FCPA still 

welcomes your input. Please contact the Project Manager, Bill Boston, at the FCPA Planning and 

Development Division, William.Boston@fairfaxcounty.gov (703) 324 2710. 

 

STREAM CROSSING AND TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS 

 



 

 

The Park Authority has kicked off its Parks Count campaign. Parks Count  is a needs assessment study that will help the 

Park Authority understand how to best balance and prioritize customer needs. 

Unlike the Lake Accotink Park Site Analysis and User study, Parks Count encompasses a county-wide consideration of park 

and recreation needs, trends, and user preferences. 

Over the next year and half, park staff will ask for your help, keep you informed of progress, and invite you to participate 

online and in-person. 

If you have any thoughts, concerns, ideas, or comments – not only about Lake 

Accotink Park, but any county park – please send them to 

parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov. Needs-studies are done about every ten years; the 

last one was completed in 2004. 

Speaking of studies, the Lake Accotink Park Site Analysis and User study 

should start sometime within the next two weeks. The Park Authority is using an 

“open-ended contractor” for the effort; final approval to move forward is 

expected by the end of this week. More information will be provided as it 

becomes available. 

The Braddock Road Widening Project study.  As many of you are aware, 

there is a Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) initiative 

underway to look at the widening of Braddock Road from the Beltway west to 

Guinea Road. The project was approved by the Board of Supervisors in the 

1990’s, and will have a major impact on Wakefield Park, Howery Park, 

Canterbury Woods Park, and on the Accotink and the Long Branch stream 

valleys, both of which feed into Lake Accotink. 

Supervisor Cook’s office has established a Citizens Advisory Group, and the civic/community and homeowner associations 

directly impacted by the widening have provided an initial list of concerns to FCDOT as they embark upon a study to 

determine what the widening project should entail; a description of the project with the concerns are readily available on the 

internet. 

The county has a well-structured review system, so that when one agency/authority plans something, other impacted 

agencies/authorities get to review and comment on those plans. Currently, the FCPA Planning and Development Division is 

monitoring the effort, but has not received any correspondence from FCDOT for review. We are at the initial stages of the 

effort, and it will be some time before the project moves forward. 

Lastly, we are about to embark upon the 2015 Fee Adjustment cycle and I wanted to put out some key dates. In early 

December, the Park Board will review the rates that park staff have developed and vote to advertise them to the public. There 

will be a public comment period from January 7 to February 5, 2015, and a public comment meeting will be held at the Herrity 

Building on January 21. Staff will review the public comments, make adjustments and propose a revised fee schedule for 

board approval in March. The board votes on that fee schedule and new fees take effect April 1, 2015. The Park Authority 

has changed its approach to fee adjustments such that the current practice is to implement incremental fee increases, in step 

with incurred costs. Previously, park fees remained stable for long periods of time, and then incurred significant hikes when 

they were raised. That approach garnered significant public comment, and was not realistic from a market basis.  

I urge you to review the fee schedules that impact Lake Accotink Park – and other park facilities – when they are made 

public, and provide any feedback to parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Best Regards 

Tony Vellucci 

 

 

FROM THE PARK AUTHORITY BOARD BRADDOCK DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

 

FROM THE PARK AUTHORITY BOARD BRADDOCK DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

 



LAKE ACCOTINK PARK HOSTS TWO HALLOWEEN-THEMED EVENTS 

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 

Howl-o-ween Dog Costume Contest and Boneyard Hunt 

Ready for some howlin’ good Halloween fun?  Gather at Lake Accotink Park from 2 to 4 p.m. to witness 

the best in canine creativity. Show off your pet’s unique personality and compete for special prizes and 

treats!  Take your dog for a walk through the "boneyard" to sniff out well-earned treats while the judges 

confer.  All dogs must be leashed and friendly toward other dogs, children and people of all ages.  

The cost is still just $6 per dog. No charge for spectators. To register in advance and find out where to 

meet, call 703-569-0285; VISA and MasterCard accepted. Same-day registrations allowed by 2 p.m. 

on a space-available basis.   

                                                                                                                                         

Halloween Goblin Golf and Lakeside Bonfire 

Join us for this spooktacular event from 5 to 8 p.m. It’s perfect for adults and children of all ages. Wander 

past tombstones and ghoulish delights placed along all nine holes of the “Gruesome Goose” Mini-Golf 

Course as you play a ghostly round with glow in the dark golf balls!  Play a second round at no extra 

charge! Ride the spooky carousel while spectral music plays, then cast off the shivers by warming up to a 

blazing beach bonfire!  

 $7 per person, ages 2 and under free. Separate fee of $3 payable at the event for a 20-minute tractor-

pulled wagon ride through the eerie nighttime woods. Advance payment and registration recommended. 

To register in advance, call 703-569-0285; VISA and MasterCard accepted. Same-day registration 

opens at 4:45 pm.  

 
                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Park Staff are occasionally asked whether it’s okay to launch your own boat in the lake. With our marina season coming 

to a close, that question is bound to pop up more in the coming weeks. With the autumn colors and seasonable 

temperatures, the next several weeks may be an excellent time to get out on the water as long as you are prepared. So 

what’s the policy on launching personal boats?

   •    You may launch your own boat or canoe, provided it is not gas-powered. 

   •    A small electric motor is okay. 

   •    Sailboats and paddle-boards are not permitted. 

Please note that there is no vehicle access at the immediate shoreline, but the marina parking lot is nearby and you can 

carry your boat from the parking lot or the traffic circle to the launch area. 

   •    The launch fee is $2 per day per boat.  

You can pay at the marina during marina operating hours (weekends from 12:00 to 7 pm until October 19) or at the Main 

Office/Visitors Center on weekdays (Monday through Friday year-round, except holidays, 10 am to 5 p.m.).  

Outside of those times, staff are not present in a fixed location to collect a launch fee, so you need not pay one. But feel 

free to place a donation in the donation box at the marina. 

Thanks! 



 

PARK AUTHORITY KICKS OFF PARKS COUNT 
 

 
 
 

Parks Count is the name given to the Fairfax County Park Authority’s Needs Assessment Study and it starts 

now. Parks Count considers park and recreation needs, trends, and preferences and helps the Park 

Authority understand how to best balance and prioritize customer needs. Over the next year and half, the 

Park Authority will solicit your help, keep you informed of progress, and invite you to participate online and in-

person. 

 

Here’s how to participate: 

 

 • Visit and explore the website, http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parkscount/. Bookmark 

this page and check back often for the latest on Parks Count. 

 

 • Check out the Parks Count crowdsourcing page. Click on the Engage button for an online 

forum for exchanging ideas. You can read comments from others and add your own once you’ve set 

up a user account. This forum will allow you to e-converse with the Park Authority and your fellow park 

users, sharing ideas of how you use parks and what you envision for parks in the future.  

 

 • Visit the website and have a look at our Parks Count Meeting in a Box. This tool will allow 

you to host a small group meeting of friends, colleagues, or neighbors to discuss the same matters that 

will be discussed online. Examples of groups that might use this include residential groups, civic 

associations, faith-based organizations, and recreational or sports clubs. If you can’t get to an FCPA 

meeting, this meeting packet allows the FCPA to virtually come to you. 

 

Questions about Parks Count can be sent to parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call Parks Count staff at 703-

324-8726. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The Kings Park Public Library conference room was 

busy on a Monday night with dedicated Friends of 

Long Branch Stream Valley 

(FLBSV) and Friends of 

Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) 

volunteers discussing 

watershed related activities, 

but FLBSV President Chris 

Bauernshub and former 

FLAP President Tony 

Vellucci kept the 

conversation focused on the 

pressing issue of trash in the 

lake. The volunteers had 

already started planning the 

October 18 Watershed 

Cleanup, and with less than 

a month to go, they 

collaborated on organizing details.  

 

As new employee of Lake Accotink, it is amazing to me 

how many people dedicate so many hours helping local 

parks, creeks, and streams. I gathered from the meeting 

that trash is a big concern. The question I kept asking 

myself was: "Why is there so much trash in Lake 

Accotink?" So I started to do a little digging and 

discovered some statistics about Lake Accotink, and 

realized how our trash problem does not have a simple 

solution. 

 

“When it rains, it pours," they say, and when it rains, the 

water landing in the 30.5 square mile Accotink Creek 

Watershed, is channeled - like water in a bath tub - by 

creeks and storm drains into the Lake Accotink. Plastic 

bottles, bags, styrofoam, bits of plastic left, by littering or 

accidentally, on those 30.5 square miles can be washed 

into the creeks and lakes. In its heavily paved and 

roofed watershed, Lake Accotink receives far more 

runoff than any other lake in Fairfax County. What can 

be done about it? 

 

The Fairfax County Park Authority already works hard 

trying to remove trash and debris from the lake. But 

hundreds of staff hours are required to constantly 

remove for the endless job. The Park Authority’s 

limited budget simply doesn't provide the staffing 

needed to address the problem all year, so we also 

work constantly on public education and outreach. 

We post signs educating visitors about trash. A sign at 

the marina, one of the busiest parts of the Park, talks 

about the Accotink Watershed and its pollution problem. 

Lake Accotink Park’s website is also full of information 

about the watershed. 

http://www.fairfax

county.gov/parks

/lake-

accotink/thebay.

htm 

 

As new 

employee of 

Lake Accotink, I 

now understand 

how much 

Fairfax County Park Authority needs volunteer 

organizations like FLAP, FLBSV, and FLAC organizing 

cleanups. A single Watershed Cleanup saves the 

county hundreds of dollars and decreases trash in 

creeks that feed Lake Accotink Park. I want to say 

"THANK YOU!" You keep giving Lake Accotink the 

support it needs to keep clean for the local community. I 

hope you know how much the Park Authority 

appreciates all you do! 

 

Hannah Wilkerson, Lake Accotink Park Marketing & 

Outreach Coordinator 

Phone:703-569-0285 

 

FLAP volunteers at the September ‘Raiders of the 

Lost Trash’ cleanup. 

Meet some of Lake Accotink Park’s staff – 

here is an introduction from new park 

employee, Hannah Wilkerson; followed by a 

poem by Marina Supervisor, Erin Gray. 
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A Day at the Park 
 
By Erin Gray 
Marina Supervisor 
 
Come one; come all to see the show, at the greatest 
park you’ll ever know!  
It starts in the Spring and ends in the Fall, if you’ve got 
a question please, give us a call! 
We’ve got glittering boats that glide like a dream; see 
herons and eagles, and everything in-between! 
There are colorful horses that go round and round, next 
to that there’s mini golf, it’s world renowned! 
 
Who am I you ask? Well I’ll tell you, I swear. I’m a 
marina supervisor, just listen if you dare.  
  
On any given day, I perform many a task, like a one 
person circus, with no cape or mask.  
Like the world’s strongest woman, I will lift every boat,  
Then I’ll give you a wave as you go afloat. 
I am a juggler, just throw me a task and I’ll get it done, 
moving so fast if you watch, you’ll be dizzy enough to 
think the room has spun.  
Now I’m on the high wire, reaching down to get your 
boat that is stuck,  
We did warn you not to go behind the island, in all this 
muck. 
Then I’m an acrobat, from the wire I dive and flip, to run 
and help the kid who needs the first aid kit.  
  
Halfway through the day I’m the two-headed woman 
with all the information to answer your many questions 
so you can enjoy your celebration. 
 
On the tour boat I become the clown, making the kids 
laugh when they’re about to frown. 
Around the lake, in search of turtles we glide, while the 
parents kick back and enjoy the smooth ride.  
 
Returning to shore I find the traffic circle a mess; cars 
parked all around, blocking the way, which I protest.  
On the loud speaker I ask you move or receive a ticket 
or tow, when you come down you say you did not know.  
  
When the day is done and the sun begins to set, there’s 
a sigh of relief, but my shift’s not done yet.  
Now I am the janitor picking up copious amounts of 
trash; I clean all five bathrooms with the help of my 
staff. 
Lastly I’m the accountant to see what the park made 
today, and that’s it folks, that’s all there is to say. 
Hope you enjoyed the show and please remember, 
Lake Accotink Park is the greatest adventure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone who has attended a cleanup knows 

how many plastic bottles end up in Lake 

Accotink. Here are some facts about plastic 

bottles from FLAP membership chair, Ann 

McElhatton’s blog, http://beachchairscientist.com/ 

 

1. Plastic bottles can take over 1,000 years to 

decompose. 

2. Enough plastic bottles are thrown away 

each year in the United States to circle the 

earth four times. 

3. Over 80% of empty water bottles end up in 

the nation’s landfills. 

4. Only 8% of the total plastic waste 

generated in 2010 was recovered for 

recycling. 

5. 1.5 million tons of plastic waste are 

created by plastic bottles alone. 

6. 47 million gallons of oil is consumed to 

produce the bottles that Americans drink 

out of each year (This is enough oil to take 

100,000 cars off the road and 1-billion 

pounds of carbon dioxide out of the 

atmosphere). 

7. 24 million gallons of oil are needed to 

produce a billion plastic bottles. 

8. Bottled water costs about 1000 times more 

than tap water and 90% of the cost of 

bottled water is due to the bottle itself. 

9. Bottling and shipping water is the least 

energy efficient method ever used to 

supply water. 

10. In a study conducted by the National 

Resources Defense Council one third of 

bottled water tested contained significant 

contamination. 

 

Ann McElhatton is Program Manager with the Atlantic 
Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program and is a member of 
the North American Association of Environmental Educators, 
National Marine Educators Association and the Mid-Atlantic 
Marine Educators Association 
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