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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
Greetings FLAPPers,  
I trust you are all having a wonderful summer. After some 
brief hot spells early on, it has been  pleasantly mild. I hope 
you are enjoying the Summer Concert Series, ‘Braddock 
Nights’, at both Lake Accotink and Royal Lake Parks: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances 
  
Well, in my previous newsletter, I noted I am stepping aside in 
September, and so this is my last newsletter to you all. I’ve 
enjoyed my brief stint as president and believe much has 
been accomplished these past eight months. We have a new 
set of bylaws: key to those bylaws is defining membership 
through participation and organizationally through a 
committee structure that addresses both the environmental 
and recreational aspects of Lake Accotink Park. We have a 
Friends Agreement with the Park Authority that outlines 
general mutual support expectations. We also  have a 
newsletter that disseminates association news and activities 
to our members and surrounding communities. And we are 
now members of the Park Authority’s Friends Federation so 
that we can advocate for Lake Accotink Park. In addition, we 
have about $1,800 in the bank; and we have about 15-20 new 
members. Lastly, a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Fairfax County Park Foundation is in the works, which outlines 
responsibilities and expectations for charitable donations that 
FLAP receives.  
 
That’s the admin side of the house. Operationally, we have 
also been busy. We have started working more closely with 
the Friends of Accotink Creek (The Creekers) realizing that 
watershed issues transcend arbitrary geographic boundaries. 
We have started to identify special projects where we can 
make a difference to help Make the Park Better. The Accotink 
Raiders of the Lost Trash are moving the trash battle away 
from the marina, upstream where we find lots of common 
ground with the Creekers and their stream bank clean ups… 

 
 

… And I hope we soon will be helping The Creekers with 
protecting and propagating native mussel beds in the 
stream and the lake. 
  
So as I step aside, I ask each one of you to think of what you 
could or would like to do to Make The Park Better. I don’t 
expect each member to show up for every meeting, and 
actually I am happy with that because the 10-15 core 
members who do, have a lot to say at each meeting, so a 
greater number would be somewhat unmanageable. But as 
you see projects and efforts in the newsletter, send an 
email and simply say – “I’d like to be a part of that.”   
  
Meghan Walker, who is currently chair of our recreation 
committee, has agreed to be the new FLAP president and 
we will be voting on her interim fill at the September 
meeting until the general elections in December. Meghan is 
from Danbury Forest, is relatively new to the area, and has 
already come up with some great new ideas for FLAP. There 
is no doubt in my mind that the best is yet to come.  Please 
welcome her!  
 
         Best Regards –  
                     Tony Vellucci 
 

PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER 
 

Hello Friends –  
 
At this point in the season we usually see a slight drop in 
the number of daily visitors; but not this year. We’re 
delighted to see so many families from nearby and afar 
avail themselves of the park and its facilities--a trend 
that is likely encouraged by the favorable weather that 
lends itself to a leisurely boat ride, a day-long picnic, a 
good old-fashioned round of mini-golf, and so much 
more.                                     …….continued on page three 
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OFFICERS 

President:      Tony Vellucci  flap.president@gmail.com 
Vice President:    Marc Greidinger   
Secretary:     Jim Hickey    
Treasurer:     Liz Williams    
Member At Large:    Elizabeth Driggers 

COMMITTEES 
Fundraising:     Vacant 
Membership:    Ann McElhatton  flap.membership@gmail.com 
Outreach:     Beverley Rivera  flap.outreach@gmail.com 
Recreation:     Meghan Walker  flap.recreation@gmail.com 
Special Projects:    Don Neff   flap.projects@gmail.com 
Stewardship:    Jim Hickey 
 

FLAP Mission 
We are committed to: 

A. Protect, restore, and preserve the natural, historical and cultural resources of Lake 
Accotink Park; 

B. Promote educational and recreational opportunities; 
C. Encourage interpretive, educational, and cultural programs; 
D. Promote the community use of the park facilities; and, 
E. Foster respect for the park. 

 

FLAP Newsletter Distribution: 

The Fr iends  of  Lake Accot ink Park (FLAP) 
newslet ter is d ist r ibuted monthly to  provide 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p a r k ,  r a i s i n g  i t s 
awareness  and v is ib i l i t y  in  the communi ty . 
Distr ibut ion includes al l  FLAP members ; the 
district offices of the three magisterial districts that 
border Lake Accotink Park: Braddock District, 
Lee District, and Springfield Distr ict ; and the 
following communities for posting on their website 
or inclusion in their  community newslet ters: 
Cante rbury W oods,  Car r le igh  Homeowners 
Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, North 
S p r i n g f i e l d  C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  O a k  H i l l , 
Ravensworth Farm, Stonehaven, Springfield Civic 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  W e s t  S p r i n g f i e l d  C i v i c 
Association. 
 

Anyone can become a Friend of Lake Accotink 
Park, just attend a couple of FLAP meetings or 

join us in various park activities. 

Contact us at: 
flap.membership@gmail.com or visit our webpage on 

the Friends of Accotink Creek website. 
 

      Upcoming Meetings. 

 Long Branch Stream Valley 
Nature Walk, Saturday August 30, 
9:00am Rutherford Park Parking 
Lot; 11:00am Canterbury Woods 
Park Parking Lot) 

 Next FLAP Monthly Meeting –
Thursday September 18, 7:00pm, 
Richard Byrd Library:   

 Accotink Raiders of the Lost 
Trash –Saturday Sept 20,  
8:30am Lake Accotink Park 

 Long Branch Stream Valley 
Friends Group – Monday 
September 22, 7:00pm Kings 
Park Library Conference Room.   

 Lake Accotink Dam Outfall Trail 
Public Meeting, Wednesday 
September 24, 7:00pm Cardinal 
Forest Elementary School. 

 Lake Accotink Park Fall Clean Up 
/ Braddock District Stream Valley 
Clean Up – Oct 18, 2014 
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Now you can like FLAP on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark 

Like our page! Also, when uploading pics of yourselves enjoying the 
park, tag us so it will show up on our page as well. 

 

PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER continued from Page One 
 
But even while activities in the park continue in full swing, we provide these services with a smaller team that 
shrinks by the week as staff head off to college. Our consolation is the knowledge that many will be back to 
work the occasional weekend at the marina and to help with the park’s special events. All through the season 
they have enabled countless families to safely enjoy recreational pursuits that enhance quality of life and 
leave lasting memories. When you are at the park and you encounter some of our young staff, please thank 
them for their hard work and dedication. It means a great deal for them to hear directly from you how they 
have made a positive difference. 
 
Recently, we reluctantly bade farewell to Jamie Fish, who was the Assistant Park Supervisor for nearly half a 
decade. Jamie’s total career with the Park Authority spanned ten years, during which he worked in three 
divisions and six park locations. His departure will enable him to spend more time with his family and pursue 
other personal goals.  While Jamie was crucial to the operations of the park, what we will miss most, perhaps, 
is his talent for bringing the Park Authority mission to life. Those of you who came to know Jamie can 
appreciate how deeply his departure will be felt for a long time.  
 
On an administrative note, the Fairfax County Deer Management Program continues this year, with the 
archery component to be conducted from September 6, 2014 to February 21, 2015 (except Sundays) at Lake 
Accotink Park and the Accotink Stream Valley, among other parks.  All archery activity will be conducted from 
elevated tree stands located at least 100 feet from park property lines and 50 feet from established park trails. 
Archers and archer group leaders are stringently selected from a pool of archers who meet high qualifications. 
Archery groups are closely monitored by the Fairfax County Police Department. More information can be 
found at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/wildlife/archery/archery-program.htm 
 
With the return of the school year, we know there are students who will be looking for community service 
opportunities as part of their student course requirements. The Fall Watershed Clean-up is a great opportunity 
for students—and their families—to pitch in and rid the park of trash that accumulates, especially when driven 
by storms. So save the date: Saturday, October 18, 2014. Join us at the marina anytime between 9 am and 
noon. 
 
Enjoy the park, 
 
Julie Tahan 
 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/wildlife/archery/archery-program.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Park Director Meets With Friends’ Groups To Discuss Budget Challenges 
 

Park Authority Director Kirk Kincannon met with over 20 Friends groups at Twin Lakes Golf Course on Monday 
August 11, to outline the County Executive’s Budget Strategy in light of FY 15 and FY 16 budget challenges and 
seek feedback on how to improve park services. The Park Authority has been asked to propose permanent 
reductions that implement a 1% reduction in the current fiscal year (FY-15) budget and a 3% reduction for the FY 
16 budget. Although the economy appears to be improving in some sectors, the overall picture shows slower 
growth. Increasing demands related to growing school enrollment, the aging infrastructure, compensation 
increases for employees, continued vacant office space, and substantial shortfalls in the state budget are 
impacting the county’s General Fund. 

What was immediately obvious at the meeting was the diversity of the many Friends groups – interests ranged 
from recreation to environmental concerns, to teaching science and technology. Participants highlighted some 
new ideas and others that have been around for a while. The Park Authority is currently collating the ideas and 
will provide them to attendees at a later date. The effort will be posted on the FLAP website.  

The bottom line is that there are no easy answers. All the low hanging fruit was taken from the trees years ago. 
Suggestions about potential reductions, better ways to do business, ideas for growing revenue or minimizing can 
be sent to parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Next Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash 

The next Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash expedition, weather 
permitting, will be Saturday September 20 at 8:30am.  
Volunteers will meet on the beach. The mission is simple 
enough:  Get to the trash before the trash gets to the marina.  
The last outing was very successful. Park staff did a great job 
having the canoes and equipment (paddles / lifejackets) ready 
to go, and the Raiders hauled in the trash.   

This time, we are looking at some competition to make the 
expedition somewhat more interesting with prizes for the 
largest piece of trash, heaviest piece of trash, and most 
interesting piece of trash. If you want to participate, please 
RSVP to Special Projects Coordinator Don Neff at:  
flap.projects@gmail.com 

Can’t make this one?  Not to worry, the next (and probably last 
of this season) Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash expedition, 
weather permitting, will be Saturday October 18, in conjunction 
with the Lake Accotink Park Watershed Clean Up. 

 

 

Master Plan Kick Off Meeting Delayed To 
Spring 2015 

 

During July 2014, Park Authority Planning & 
Development reps met separately with Supervisors John 
Cook, Pat Herrity, and Jeff McKay, and also Chairwoman 
Sharon Bulova, to discuss the future of Lake Accotink 
given the need for a commitment to periodic dredging. 
The meetings revealed a consensus that the lake should 
be a part of the park’s future makeup. The supervisors 
are now supporting an environmental study of the park 
given its natural resource sensitivity as a watershed to 
determine what amenities are best suited for its future 
design. The study will figure heavily in the imminent 
master planning process, and is expected to delay the 
master plan kick off meeting to Spring 2015. 

 

FCPA Purchases New Weapon For War On 

Invasives 
The Park Authority is in the process of purchasing a new 
weapon for the war on invasives - the Bobcat Forestry 
Cutter - aka The Invaserator. 
 
It's not sexy, but it can rip apart a forest of invasives in a 
matter of minutes which would take volunteers 
countless hours.  A contractor comes in afterwards to 
spray an herbicide, and then when ready, volunteers 
plant native plants and monitor the site.  With this tool, 
FCPA is starting in earnest the campaign to Take Back 
The Forest.  
 
A video of The Invaserator is now available on the FLAP 
website – See http://www.accotink.org/FLAP/ 
 

mailto:parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.accotink.org/FLAP/


  Trails For Youth Summer Camp at Lake Accotink Park 
by Pat Childers 

 
Did you know there were road runners in Lake Accotink? At least there were during the Youth Adventure Race 
Camp this summer. Youth who named their team “the Road Runners” won the race after a great week of biking, 
running, paddling and learning about teamwork and nature education. TrailsforYouth.Org (TYO) has teamed up 
with Lake Accotink Park to provide this camp for over 6 years now. Fifteen youth participated learning how to 
overcome obstacles on the trail and in their lives. Four local children from the Springfield Civic Association area 
received scholarships from TYO and the Association to participate in the camp. In addition to the kids in the 
camp, local youth who were veteran scholarship recipients of the races (some now in college) came back to assist 
and teach the campers the same lessons they learned years ago. 

On Thursday, after a week of training, the children were told who would be on their team. They then chose their 
Friday route for biking, hiking and paddling to find 6 flags in the park. There are over 500 different ways to do the 
course, which included a written test on what they had learned that week. Miss a question, and time was added 
to your race. Counselors raced with the teams to make sure they were safe, but the kids had to work together to 
finish. Did the kids have a good time? One mother has already facebooked TYO that their child loved the camp 
and they will be back next year. The scholarship youth have continued on to participate in biking, fishing and 
kayaking adventures all summer long at Lake Accotink with TrailsforYouth.Org. Who knows, in six more years 
they may be teaching the course. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVqJZWlJV0A&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TrailsforYouth.Org/photos/pb.179742933132.-
2207520000.1407632977./10152218371973133/?type=1&theater 

 

Park Volunteer To Receive Elly Doyle Service 
Award Special Recognition 

Park Supervisor Julie Tahan nominated park volunteer Donn 
Glover for the annual Elly Doyle Service Award for his 
countless hours devoted to improving the material 
condition of the carousel this past year.  Although not 
selected as an awardee, he did receive Special Recognition, 
and will be honored at the Park Authority’s Annual Awards 
Banquet to be held later this year in November 2014.   
Congratulations  Donn! 
 

 

Donn Glover painting the Lake Accotink Park Carousel 

 

FCPA Schedules Lake Accotink Dam Outfall 

Trail Design Public Meeting For Review and 

Comment 

In late July, FCPA Planning & Development Project 
Manager Bill Boston indicated that the Lake Accotink 
Dam Outfall project team concluded a review of the 
50% design drawings for the Accotink dam stream 
crossing project.  FCPA has now scheduled a public 
meeting to present the project for public review and 
comment.  The meeting will be Wednesday 
September 24 at 7:00pm at Cardinal Forest 
Elementary School.  The project kick off meeting was 
held in late January 2014 at Braddock Hall.  
 

Memorandum of Understanding With 
Fairfax County Park Foundation. 

 
At the September monthly meeting, FLAP members 
will vote on a resolution to execute a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the Fairfax County Park 
Foundation that outlines general expectations and 
responsibilities regarding the charitable donations 
FLAP receives.  Treasurer Liz Williams is currently 
finalizing a draft that will be sent to members prior to 
the meeting for review and comment.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVqJZWlJV0A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/TrailsforYouth.Org/photos/pb.179742933132.-2207520000.1407632977./10152218371973133/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/TrailsforYouth.Org/photos/pb.179742933132.-2207520000.1407632977./10152218371973133/?type=1&theater


  

Money!  Money!  Money!   And How To Spend It. 
The Friends of Accotink Creek (FACC) and the Friends of Lake Accotink Park, through the Park Foundation, need to send 
Whole Foods a report on how the $3500 received from the quarterly Whole Foods 5% Day Program will be used, by 
January 2015. At the July FLAP meeting, two ideas surfaced on how FLAP should spend the roughly $1,700; the theme 
should be environmental. 
 
The first suggestion was from Park Supervisor Julie Tahan who asked for “Scholarship Funds” for campfire nights, and to 
sponsor field trips for school-aged children to have watershed experiences. FACC has already agreed to set aside $500.00 
for scholarships. Some FLAP members believe FLAP should do the same given it was a request by the Park Supervisor who 
has a better perspective of needs since she deals with issues on a daily basis.    
 
The second suggestion involved buying and placing recycle bins in or around the marina. Currently, the Park Authority does 
not have recycle containers at park sites. Recycle bins would be visible and their presence would show  that contributions 
and donations are going back into the park, which would not be as evident with scholarships. Besides reinforcing 
environmental stewardship, they can also be a source of petty cash for FLAP from the sale of the recycled aluminum cans 
to scrap metal dealers in Springfield; recycled aluminum cans are valued at 40 cents per pound. The key drawback to 
recycle bins is that they are very labor intensive and would require volunteers since they need to be cleaned out daily, and 
the aluminum would have to be taken to the scrap yard. Further, patrons will throw anything into a recycle bin – including 
trash – which would necessitate additional volunteer hours to sort recyclables from trash. Limited use of recycle bins at 
events where there will be a FLAP presence - such as the Cardboard Boat Regatta – might satisfy a couple of objectives.   
 
Another member idea seeks to use some of the funds for gift certificates to be handed out at environmental competitions 
such as Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash – such as the largest piece of trash, the heaviest piece of trash, and the most 
interesting piece of trash.   

These proposals will be voted upon at the September meeting.  Do you have any other ideas on how to spend the money?  
If so, send an email to flap.outreach@gmail.com. 
 

 

Historically Speaking… 
 

Test your knowledge of the history of local roads and transportation with this quiz put together 
by Mary Lipsey, coauthor of A Look Back at Braddock,  www.braddockheritage.org .  Answers are 
on the following page: 
 

1. This road was started in 1802 to connect Duke Street in Alexandria with Little River in Loudoun County. Tolls were 
collected every five miles. 

2. Built around 1752 between Alexandria and Rocky Run. A legend described how General Braddock, during the 
French and Indian War, buried a cannon full of gold coins along this route. Scholars today believe that his route was 
more likely in Loudoun County instead of Fairfax.  

3. This highway, known as Route 395 today, was named in honor of the VDOT director, Henry G. Shirley, who was in 
charge of building this highway.  The highway was to be constructed from D.C. through Northern Virginia; it was 
completed to Woodbridge in 1952. 

4. This road was planned by Robert “King” Carter in 1729, where oxen would carry ore from his copper mine to the 
Occoquan Ferry. 

5. Crosses the Potomac River at Little Falls. Constructed as a chain- linked, trussed bridge around 1810. 
6. Was named for the action of rolling hogshead barrels of tobacco to the ports at Occoquan and Colchester. 
7. First section opened in December 1961, was completed in August 1964. Drivers soon called this road the Beltway.  
8. Derived its name from salt licks in the area which attracted deer and buffalo. Became an important connector 

between Little River Turnpike and Route 1. 
9. Railroad line began construction in 1850 to connect Gordonsville and Alexandria, passing through Orange County. 

During the Civil War, this railroad line was used by the Union to transport men and supplies, therefore, the 
Confederates targeted it for derailments and destruction. 

10. Its first line was completed in l976. This 103 mile underground rail line is used by thousands of commuters each 
day; its various lines are color-coded. 
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Volunteer stream monitoring at Lake Accotink Park is a cooperative effort between FLAP and Friends of Accotink Creek. 

This is a rewarding and fun experience for adults and children who enjoy helping our parks and the environment as you 

identify and tally critters in the stream to document the health of the stream. The benthic invertebrates (bugs living on 

the bottom) have long been known to be reliable indicators of the overall health of streams. The critter count is ever-

changing, and there has often been some exciting finds, including small crayfish.  

 

At a recent stream monitoring event on June 14, rain threatened, but stayed away as three dedicated monitors kept 
alive the long running collection of important data on the health of Accotink Creek. The catch was overwhelmingly 
dominated by tiny squiggling midge larvae, making up 82% of the catch. The midges saved the day, compensating for the 
disappointingly low numbers of other invertebrates found. That day it took two nets to reach the minimum quota of 200 
invertebrates, an improvement over the four nets set at each session for over a year …  A far cry from the one single net 
that used to suffice just a few years ago. 

Please join us if you are interested in helping with the volunteer stream monitoring excursions! The monitoring 
workdays are on the second Saturday of the months of March, June, September and December. Please see the calendar 

http://www.accotink.org/cgi-bin/cal.pl  to verify times. Always 
remember to dress for the weather. It’s best to bring boots 
suitable for wading. All other equipment and educational 
instruction are provided. The volunteer stream monitoring is 
coordinated by the Northern Virginia Soil & Water Conservation 
District. For more information, please visit 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/monitoring.htm. For 
more information about recent volunteer stream monitoring 
excursions, please visit 
http://www.accotink.org/2014/MonitoringTales2014.htm#stha
sh.XzT5haan.dpuf.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Answers to the historical quiz: 

1. Little River Turnpike 
2. Braddock Road 
3. Shirley Highway 
4. Ox Road 
5. Chain Bridge Road 
6. Rolling Road 
7. Circumferential Highway 
8. Backlick Road 
9. Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
10. Metro 

http://www.accotink.org/cgi-bin/cal.pl
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/monitoring.htm
http://www.accotink.org/2014/MonitoringTales2014.htm#sthash.XzT5haan.dpuf
http://www.accotink.org/2014/MonitoringTales2014.htm#sthash.XzT5haan.dpuf


 

 
 
 

Did you know Eastern River Mussels (Elliptio complanata) found in Accotink Creek were once abundant? Now they are 
found in significantly reduced numbers and only in one stretch of the Creek - below the Lake Accotink Dam. The major 
enemy of mussels, as with most aquatic life in Accotink Creek, is smothering by the fine sediment. This accumulation of 
sediment is the result of stream bank erosion from excess runoff of paved surfaces during heavy rains.  

At the end of April rains pushed Accotink Creek over its banks with enough force to displace and strand the freshwater 
mussels. However, Phil Latasa went out and began scouting in the beginning of May to see if he could send the mussels 
back to their natural habitat. At this time he noticed the water was still too high to reveal the exact banks which the 
mussels become stranded (although a few individuals were exposed). Returning a few days later, when the Creek was 
back down to near average flow, he found and returned 36 live mussels to safety. After another rain deluge in mid-May, 
Phil went out again and returned 33 mussels to the refuge of deeper water. Phil reminds us all that no creature great or 
small should go before it’s time with this quote: 

If when I stand before the seat of final judgment I can say:  

 I accepted life without complaint,  
 I harmed no fellow living thing,  
 I lived each day in service to all around me,  
 And perhaps once in a great while, I brought forth a 

pearl,  

...I will be almost as worthy to enter as these lowly river mussels.  
Let us not let these fellow creatures be sent to that judgment before 
their times. Care about Accotink Creek. 

When the stream gauge in Wakefield Park exceeds 3,000 cubic feet per 
second, mussels need our help. Two or three days after such an event 
waters usually have receded enough to expose stranded mussels. You 
can access the stream gauge in Wakefield Park by visiting 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/uv?dd_cd=01&format=gif_stats&sit
e_no=01654000.  

To learn more about the mussel rescues, please visit  
http://www.accotink.org/2014/MonitoringTales2014.htm#sthash.lOjKtSfh.dpuf.  

 

 

Long Branch Stream Valley Education Day/Nature Hike. ‘Follow the Water’ Walk, 
August 30, 2014 

 

Representatives from Friends of Accotink Creek (FACC), in support of the Friends of Long Branch Stream 
Valley, will provide a 45-50 minute walk into the Long Branch Stream Valley to raise educational awareness 
on Saturday August 30 at both 9:00am and 11:00am. The walks are free and primarily geared to children, 
but open to residents of all ages. Meet at 9:00am at the Rutherford Park parking lot off Guinea Road, or 
meet at 11:00am at the Canterbury Woods Park parking lot off Wakefield Chapel Road. The walks will 
provide general information about stream valley ecology, and explain why some actions are harmful - like 
mowing to the water’s edge. They will also point out invasive and native plants, discuss water quality, 
erosion issues and answer any questions attendees may have. Attendees at each location will be eligible for 
Invasive Species Playing Cards, made possible by a grant from REI. More information can be found at 
http://www.accotink.org/. See you - rain or shine. For further information, contact Supervisor Cook's office 
at 703 425-9300. 
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