
 

 

PRESIDENTS LETTER 
Greetings FLAPPers – 
     Well, some good news to pass on to you on a 
number of fronts: Park Authority Planning & 
Development representatives have begun briefing 
district supervisors regarding the future of Lake Accotink, 
and the resources necessary to maintain it in its current 
state. I was able to sit in on a July 3 meeting with 
Supervisor Cook. FCPA Planning & Development reps 
have also briefed Supervisors Pat Herrity (Springfield) 
and Jeff McKay (Lee), and Chairman Sharon Bulova. 
The bottom line is that there is an emerging consensus 
and commitment on the part of the impacted Supervisors 
and the Chairwoman to ensure Lake Accotink remains a 
lake for the time being, meaning that there will be 
financial support for future dredging operations. As 
Supervisor Cook noted, if the county’s financial situation 
changes dramatically, then we would have to go back 
and look at various projects and determine what we can 
and cannot afford; but for now, the intention is to do what 
it takes to ensure Lake Accotink remains Lake Accotink 
Park and not Accotink Wetlands Park. 
     Second, the Park Authority Board recently authorized 
staff to purchase a piece of equipment – which for lack 
of a better term is being called the Invaserator (Invasive 
Terminator) – for the express purpose of tackling 
forested areas where we have lost out to invasive 
species – like bamboo forests - and are seeking to Take 
Back The Forest. Think of it as mechanized armor for 
the infantry (IMA volunteers); we will show short videos 
of what it can accomplish at the July meeting. 
     Third, several communities upstream of Lake 
Accotink in the Long Branch Stream Valley have 
indicated their intent to form a Friends Group to 
specifically address issues in the stream valley, one of 
them being trash.  Articles herein provide more info on 
the Invaserator and the Friends Group. 
     Next, the Park Authority has kicked off its Ten Year 
Needs Assessment, and Park Authority Board members 
and district supervisors provided input during the last 
week of June and first week of July. Much has changed 
since the last Needs Assessment in 2003. The next step 
will be a public outreach effort through Open Public 
Forums that will present information and gather 
feedback from citizens at large. Additionally there will be 
two public workshops, each a minimum of three hours. 

The scope of the effort will be posted on the FLAP 
webpage of the Friends of Accotink Creek website, and 
anyone interested in participating should contact me for 
more information. 
     Lastly, I wanted to pass on to you that I will be 
stepping aside as the FLAP President come this 
September. That is a little earlier than I had anticipated 
as I expected to stay until December, but Supervisor 
Cook asked me to step aside to focus on my role as the 
Braddock District Representative to the Park Authority 
Board. I fully intend to stay involved with FLAP as I have 
been for the past three years, but not in an executive 
capacity. Consequently, the search for a president is on.   
I will still be providing input at meetings regarding Park 
Authority actions impacting the park, and will continue 
writing articles for the newsletter, but I do need someone 
to step forward. By our bylaws, the vice president steps 
forward to become the president, but Marc Greidinger is 
looking to move within the next couple of months, and 
so, Marc has noted that it may not be in FLAP’s best 
interest for him to step up, only to step aside almost right 
away.    
     So, FLAP just needs someone at the helm to 
organize and coordinate, there are enough other 
volunteers that things are falling into place nicely. I am 
reminded of the current successful ad about Foster Care 
Adoption by the Ad Council that you don’t have to be a perfect 
parent to adopt a teen – just someone who cares. Well, you 
don’t have to be a perfect manager, leader or organizer to be 
a FLAP president – just someone who cares. 
        Best Regards, Tony Vellucci 

PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER 
Hello Friends –  
     The height of the summer season is one of my 
favorite times of year at Lake Accotink Park. More 
people are visiting the park and more events, 
programs and activities are taking place day in and 
day out. And with July being national Park and 
Recreation Month, we are encouraging residents to 
get outside and to the parks as much as possible.  
For FLAPPers, what better place is there to get 
outside than Lake Accotink Park, where “out” is 
always “in.”   
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FLAP Mission 
We are committed to: 

A. Protect, restore, and preserve the natural, historical and cultural resources of 
Lake Accotink Park; 

B. Promote educational and recreational opportunities; 
C. Encourage interpretive, educational, and cultural programs; 
D. Promote the community use of the park facilities; and, 
E. Foster respect for the park. 

 

Friends of Lake Accotink Park 

Newsletter Distribution 

 

The Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) 

newsletter is distributed monthly to provide 

information about the park raising its 

awareness and visibility in the community. 

Distribution includes all FLAP members, the 

district offices of the three magisterial districts that 

border Lake Accotink Park – Braddock District, 

Lee District, and Springfield District, and the 

following communities for posting on their website, 

or inclusion in their community newsletters: 

Canterbury Woods, Carrleigh Homeowners 

Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, North 

Springfield Civic Association, Oak Hill, 

Ravensworth Farm, Stonehaven, Springfield Civic 

Association, and West Springfield Civic 

Association. 

 

OFFICERS 
 

President:   Tony Vellucci   flap.president@gmail.com 
Vice President: Marc Greidinger   
Secretary:  Jim Hickey    
Treasurer:  Liz Williams    
Member At Large: Elizabeth Driggers 

COMMITTEES 
 

Fundraising:  Vacant 
Membership:  Ann McElhatton  flap.membership@gmail.com 
Outreach:  Beverley Rivera  flap.outreach@gmail.com 
Recreation:  Meghan Walker   
Special Projects: Don Neff   flap.projects@gmail.com 
Stewardship:  Jim Hickey 
 

 

  

Join us for the next FLAP 
meeting at the Richard 

Byrd Library 

 Thursday, July 24, 
7:00pm 

 

Anyone can become a 
Friend of Lake Accotink 

Park, just attend a couple of 
FLAP meetings or join us in 

various park activities. 

Contact us at: 
flap.membership@gmail.com or visit 

our webpage on the Friends of 
Accotink Creek website. 

mailto:flap.president@gmail.com
mailto:flap.membership@gmail.com
mailto:flap.outreach@gmail.com
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PARK SUPERVISOR’S LETTER Continued from Page one… 

 
You can find lots of outside activities on the Park Authority website at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/out-is-in/  Plus, we’ve put together a few more ideas here: 
 

 Search for owls with a naturalist guide at the lake on Saturday, July 19 at 7:30 pm. Stay for 
conversation and a lakeside campfire until 9 pm.  Advance registration and payment are 
required. For details and to register, go online to 
http://parktakes.fairfaxcounty.gov/rev1_quickresult.asp?category2=9999&subject=Campfire+Sa
turdays&facility2=B850&age=9999&day=9999 

 Enjoy a free concert! Braddock Nights concerts are held Friday evenings at 7:30 pm at the 
Large Pavilion overlooking the lake. To find out which band or performance group is playing, 
visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddocknights.htm or just call us. 

 Pull a few weeds at the FLAP butterfly garden at the marina whenever you have a little time to 
spare. You choose your favorite time of day, bring your gloves and favorite weed-yanking tool, 
and come as often as you wish. If you are not sure which plants are weeds, bring a FLAP friend 
who does. 

 Relax on a sunset cruise Sunday, July 20 from 7:30 to 8:30. Or bring the well-mannered family 
dog for a canine cruise on Sunday, July 27. Learn interesting facts about the park from one of 
our friendly tour boat operators. Due to limited space, advance registration and payment are 
required. Call us to register. 

 Send your child to camp. Or send the child of a neighbor or relative who might be visiting you. 
All of our camps offer valuable opportunities for recreation and nature appreciation through 
supervised activities led by counselors, naturalists, and other professionals who work with 
children. We host Adventure Racing Camp the week of July 14, Wilderness Survival Camp the 
week of July 28, and Lakeside Nature Camp every week through the end of August. For details 
and sign-up, go online to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/rec_camps.htm or give us a 
call. 

 Rent bikes at the marina for an easy-access adventure on the Lake Accotink trails. (Bike 
rentals are available during marina operating hours.) 

 Choose your favorite ways to take a ride: pedal boat, canoe, tourboat, carousel.  Pair the 
activity with a round of mini-golf, and savor your visit with a shaved ice treat at the snack bar. 
 

Summer goes by quickly, so don’t delay in taking advantage of the many outdoor offerings available to 
you and your family members of all ages.  We would love to hear about your visit, so please feel free 
to speak to my Lake Accotink Park co-workers or me when you see us in the park. Or call the park 
office at 703-569-0285 Monday through Friday, 10 am to 5 pm.  
                                                  Enjoy the park, 
                                                                  Julie Tahan 
 

First Campfire Saturday at Lake Accotink Park July 19th 
 

Join Hidden Pond naturalists for excursions at Lake Accotink Park to find animals and listen for the 
call of the wild critters as the full moon rises and nocturnal hunters do their aerial acrobatics over the 

lake.  Learn about reptiles and amphibians, bats, nocturnal predators, flying squirrels, owls, stargazing 
and more!  Programs conclude with a campfire. S'more ingredients are provided, and hot dogs are 

welcome. Children must be accompanied by a paid, registered adult.  Campfires will be held on 
Saturday evenings at Lake Accotink on July 19 and on Aug. 2, 16 and 30. All Campfire Saturday 

programs begin at 7:30 p.m.  The cost is $7.00 for county residents and $9.00 for out-of-county.  For 
more information or to sign up please call 703-451-9588 or go to Parktakes online and search 

“campfire” www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes/. 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/out-is-in/
http://parktakes.fairfaxcounty.gov/rev1_quickresult.asp?category2=9999&subject=Campfire+Saturdays&facility2=B850&age=9999&day=9999
http://parktakes.fairfaxcounty.gov/rev1_quickresult.asp?category2=9999&subject=Campfire+Saturdays&facility2=B850&age=9999&day=9999
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/braddocknights.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/rec_camps.htm
tel:703-451-9588
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Park Supervisor Julie Tahan Receives Best of 
Braddock Award 

Lake Accotink Park Supervisor Julie Tahan received her 
Best of Braddock award from Supervisor John Cook on July 
9 at Braddock Hall, for her can-do spirit at the local 
employee level. The Best of Braddock is a joint Braddock 
District Council of Community Associations and Braddock 
District Supervisor program to recognize citizens, 
organizations and businesses of the Braddock District 
whose excellent performance or contributions to the 
welfare, beauty, or strength of Braddock District deserve 
special recognition. Further, she also received a certificate 
from Congressman Gerald Connolly that recognized her 
achievement entered into the Congressional Record of the 
113

th
 Congress, Second Session. Pictured with Julie are 

(left to right) Virginia Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41
st
 

District), Supervisor John Cook and Master of Ceremony 
Cliff Keenan (Chair, Braddock District Council). 

 

Long Branch Stream Valley Friends Group 
Kicks Off 

   Committed community representatives came 
together to launch the Long Branch Stream Valley 
Friends Group, which will address issues in the 
Long Branch Stream Valley. Representatives from 
the Rutherford, Bradfield, Long Branch, Red Fox 
Forest, Canterbury Woods and Stonehaven 
communities were invited to the July 7 meeting to 
start looking at a host of issues and problems 
affecting the stream valley.    
    Supervisor John Cook provided opening 
remarks, noting the impact erosion in our stream 
valleys is having on our lakes. Park Authority 
Board Member Tony Vellucci said he hoped this 
initiative would help residents think from a 
watershed perspective vice from an individual 
community or individual park perspective. Also 
present at the meeting were Friends of Accotink 
Creek, the Park Authority’s Resource Management 
Division, and our own FLAPPers, Jim Hickey and 
Sue Dorick. The group will focus on the following 
topics:  invasive management; trail safety; trail 
maintenance; trash removal; water quality 
monitoring; and educational awareness.  
     Friends of Accotink Creek (FACC) Primary 
Conservator Kris Unger, and Chronicler Phil 
Latasa, provided a quick assessment of the stream 
valley at the meeting. See details at: 
http://www.accotink.org/DMLongBranchCentralJun
e2014.htm . Meeting minutes are also posted on 
the FACC website, under a webpage set up 
exclusively for LBSV. 
   The following events are planned: “Follow the 
Water” Walk. Kids Long Branch Stream Valley 
Education Day/Nature Hike. The walk seeks to 
reinforce educational awareness to residents of all 
ages – although it is primarily geared to children. It 
will be held on Saturday August 30 at both 9:00am 
and 11:00am; meeting locations to be determined. 
FACC representatives will provide a 45-50 minute 
walk providing general information about a stream 
valley’s ecology and why some actions are harmful 
- like mowing to the water’s edge. They will also 
point out invasive and native plants, discuss water 
quality, erosion issues, and answer any questions 
that children or their parents might have. The 
walks will be advertised in Supervisor Cook’s 
Beacon, and by email. 
    Further, the group agreed to hold a Long Branch 
Stream Valley Clean Up on the same date as the 
Lake Accotink Park clean up - October 18 2014. 
This is a first step in advancing a district-wide 
watershed vice individual park perspective. The 
next LBSV Friends Group meeting will be Monday 
September 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Braddock Hall. 
 

Park Authority Board Authorizes Purchase of 
Invaserator 

At the Long Branch Stream Valley Friend’s Group kick off 
meeting, Justin Roberson (Park Authority Resource 
Management Division) provided an overview of a new piece 
of equipment the Park Authority Board authorized staff to 
purchase to tackle invasive species. For lack of a better 
name, it appears the term ‘Invaserator’ is sticking. Park 
Authority staff tested an Invaserator on an autumn olive 
patch that had been taking over a meadow in Poplar Ford. 
The machine knocks down trees up to 12 inches in 
diameter and chews up the debris. It has been used in 
Rocky Run Stream Valley, and on such invasive species as 
Bradford Pears and Bamboo. After the machine knocks 
down patches of heavy invasive infestation, a contractor 
comes in to apply an herbicide.  After that, volunteers 
replant native plantings, and help check for plant regrowth. 
     The equipment costs about $95,000; the money came 
from monopole funds the Park Authority receives for having 
cell phone towers on park land.  Park Authority staff are 
finishing up on the exact specs to place the order and hope 
to have the Invaserator delivered sometime in the Fall. A 
couple of short videos demonstrating what the Invaserator 
can accomplish will be shown at the July meeting, and then 
posted on the FLAP webpage on the FACC website. 

 

http://www.accotink.org/DMLongBranchCentralJune2014.htm
http://www.accotink.org/DMLongBranchCentralJune2014.htm


 

Many thanks to FLAP membership chair, Ann McElhatton, for contributing this, and the word puzzle at the end of the 
newsletter. Ann has a B.S. in Marine Resources Management and a M.Ed. in Environmental Education. She is 
currently Program Manager with the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program and is a member of the North 
American Association of Environmental Educators, National Marine Educators Association and the Mid-Atlantic 
Marine Educators Association: enjoy her Beach Chair Scientist blog at:  http://beachchairscientist.com/ 

  

http://beachchairscientist.com/


 

You Won’t See This Trash Anytime Soon 
A dedicated group of volunteers earned the 

title Accotink Raiders, ensuring that a good amount 
of trash will never make it to the marina or 
lakeshore. An armada of six canoes and a rowboat 
paddled upstream early on Saturday July 12 and 
beached along the stream banks at entry points 
near debris fields of cans and plastic bottles.   
Volunteers, including Ted Pearson, Sarah Ward, 
Tony Vellucci, Linda Vellucci, Merry Macke, Don 
Neff, Cori Power, Rachel Burchard, Jim Hickey, 
Susan Dorick, and Beverley, Juan, Caroline and 
Michael Rivera, picked up the trash – mostly cans 
and plastic bottles - before it could make its way 
any further downstream.    
 Accotink Raiders Armada Commander Don 
Neff stated: “For too long we have waited for the 
trash to come to us at the marina. This time, we’re 
bringing the ‘trash-free marina’ fight to them.”  
FLAP president Tony Vellucci noted that he saw 
this as a quarterly event FLAP could do with Park 
Authority assistance. “It’s a win-win for all. The Park 
Authority waives the fee for the canoes in 
consideration of  FLAP’s public service effort; that’s 
a fair exchange. The raiders enjoy the great 
outdoors and the camaraderie of working with other 
FLAPPers who want to make the park better, and 
the Park Authority gets a cleaner marina and lake 
shoreline. What’s not to like about this?” 

   The event occurs early in the morning so as not 
to impact other park patrons who want to rent 
canoes to enjoy paddling on the lake. If you are 
interested in being an Accotink Raider, contact 
Special Projects Committee Chair Don Neff at 
flap.projects@gmail.com. What does it take to be 
an Accotink Raider? You need to be able to 
paddle upstream, beach a canoe, go into the 
stream valley, pick up trash and then haul 
everything back to the marina. You'll need to bring 
your own gloves, bug spray, long shirt/pants 
(unless you like getting poison ivy), and maybe a 
hat depending upon the sun.The next raid will be 
in late September/early October. 
 

FLAP Thanks Whole Foods for 5% Day 

At the June monthly Meeting, FLAP thanked Whole 
Foods Springfield Representative Janelle Cesari for 
the generous $3,490.60 donation to the Fairfax 
County Park Foundation, on behalf of the Friends 
of Accotink Creek and the Friends of Lake Accotink 
Park.  FLAP presented Ms Cesari with a plaque 
and a certificate conveying our sincerest 
appreciation. Pictured below (l to r) are Park 
Supervisor Julie Tahan, FLAP President Tony 
Vellucci, Whole Foods representative Janelle 
Cesari, Fairfax County Park Foundation’s Margaret 
Thaxton, and FACC/FLAP volunteer Phil Latasa. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Joint FACC/FLAP Meeting Held July 17, 2014 
Members from both the Friends of Accotink Creek and Lake Accotink Park met July 17 to discuss 
areas where the two Friends groups could better coordinate their activities. Discussions covered 
organizational structures, clean-up efforts and liaison with civic/community/homeowner associations. 
But the real emphasis of the meeting boiled down to how to spend the roughly $3,500.00 contributed 
by Whole Foods during its quarterly 5% Day. Attendees determined that in keeping with the 
environmental theme of the 5% Day, and given there are no recycle bins in the park, both FACC and 
FLAP will submit a Mastenbrook Grant application to the Park Authority for the acquisition and 
installation of recycle bins at key locations in the park.  
 



 

 

Park Authority To Repair Marina Dock 
The Park Authority is looking to make repairs to the floating dock at the marina at Lake Accotink Park. 

The repair effort will replace several boards and cleats on the floating dock and is estimated to cost 
$3000.00. Funds for the repairs came equally from Braddock, Lee and Springfield District telecom 

monopole funds. Repairs should be completed by early Autumn. 

See if you can find some of the park’s plants and animals in the word game below,  
by Ann McElhatton  

 

 

Here are the words:  American Eel, Beach Plum, Canada Goldenrod, Dwarf Azalea, Eastern Box Turtle, 
Fireweed, Grey Fox, Hognose Snake, Inkberry, Jacob's Ladder, Kettle of Hawks, Longear Sunfish, 
Mummuichugs, Ninebark, Owl, Pickerel Frog, Quercas, Red Cornsnake, Sassafras, Timber Rattlesnake, 
Upland Chorus Frog, Virginia Bluebells, White Pine, Wax Myrtle, Yellow Bellied Slider, Zig Zag Goldenrod 

 

 

Many thanks once again to Tom Kinder for use of his photos for the newsletter banner. Enjoy more of his photos of 
Lake Accotink on his website, www.pixjrpics.com 


