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Richard Byrd Library 
7:05PM 

Members Present: 
Suzanne Dorick 
Philip Latasa 
Mary Lipsey 
Merry Macke 
Chet McLaren  
Don Neff 
Gail Nittles 
Beverly Rivera 
Juan Rivera 
  
Board Members Present: 
Elizabeth Driggers 
Jim Hickey 
Meghan Walker 
  
Park Authority Personnel Present 
Ed Richardson, Manager Area 4 Maintenance 
Julie Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Supervisor 
Tony Vellucci, Braddock District Representative Park Authority Board 
Hannah Wilkerson, Lake Accotink Park  
  
Visitors 
Chris Bauernshub, President, Friends of Long Branch Stream Valley 

 
 
Mr. Vellucci called the meeting to order at 7:05PM at the Richard Byrd Library.  He noted that he and 
Mr. Philip Latasa did a walk of Accotink Creek south of the dam on August 16th after a heavy storm and 
were successful in rescuing a number of fresh water mussels that day.  He thanks Mr. Latasa for 
organizing the event. 
 
Acceptance and approval of the minutes 
Mr. Vellucci noted minutes of the July 24th meeting were sent out August 15th 2014; he did not receive 
any proposed changes to the minutes.  He asked if there were any changes to be made to the minutes; 
there being none, he asked for a motion to accept and approve the minutes of July 24th 2014.  The 
motion was so moved and seconded.  There was no discussion.  The minutes were approved 
unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
Report of the Treasurer 
There was no Treasurer’s report. 
 
President’s Report 

http://www.accotink.org/FLAP/index.htm
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County Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 
Fairfax County Deer Management Archery Program (FCDMAP) 

The Fairfax County Deer Management Archery Program (FCDMAP) is now underway having started 
Saturday, September 6, 2014 and will run through Saturday, February 21, 2015.  Archery hunting is 
permitted everyday but Sundays.  Hunters are required to hunt from an elevated tree stand at least 10 
feet above the base of the tree in which the stand is placed.  Further, tree stands must not be located 
closer than 100 feet from a visible property line with a neighboring property or closer than 50 feet from 
a park trail.   Park patrons are reminded to stay on established trails and always keep their dogs leashed.  
For more information on the program, the newsletter identifies specific county website web pages.  

Board of Supervisors 2014 Carryover Actions 
 

Restoration of Environmental Initiatives program / IMA Funding 
On September 9th at a regularly scheduled Board of Supervisor’s (BOS) meeting, the Board used 
part of the FY 2014 Carryover Review, to increase by $535,000 the General Fund Transfer to 
Fund 30010, General Construction and Contributions to support the Environmental Initiatives 
program.  An amount of $150,000 will be used to continue the Invasive Plant Removal Program. 
The Park Authority manages this volunteer program, as well as other invasive removal 
initiatives. 
 
Lake Accotink Park Site Analysis and User Study  
Also at that meeting, Supervisor John Cook spoke up again for $179,000 to support a study for 
Lake Accotink Park, which would guide the master plan development.  Mr. Cook had previously 
forwarded a memo to Chairwoman Sharon Bulova on July 29th which asked for funds based 
upon a professional services budget estimate prepared for the Park Authority.  The Park 
Authority hopes to have a contractor on contract within a month or so, and for the study to be 
completed by late spring.  Information on Supervisor Cook’s request and the scope of work for 
the Site Analysis and Area Use Recommendation study is included in this month’s newsletter.   

 
Park Authority Staff / Board Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 

FY 2015/2016 County General Fund Budget Reduction Planning.  On August 26 2014 the Park 
Authority Board met to consider the 1% and 3% reduction planning requirements requested by 
the County Executive.  Staff provided budget cut recommendations that the board concurred 
with; there are no planned staffing cuts to any lakefront parks. 
 
Dam Outfall Public Meeting.  The Lake Accotink Dam Outfall project public meeting to present 
the project for public review and comment will be Wednesday September 24th at 7:00 PM at 
Cardinal Forest Elementary School.   

 
Board Actions –  
On August 13th Marc Greidinger agreed to temporarily step aside so that Meghan Walker could step in – 
on an interim fill basis – as vice president; on Aug 14th, the board approved Ms. Walker as vice president.  
In late August, Mr. Vellucci and Ms. Walker began the turnover process.  
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Committee Reports 

Membership.  Meghan Walker noted that she and Beverley Rivera will be getting together soon 
with Ann McElhatton to reconcile the membership list and newsletter email listing. 

 
Community Outreach.  Beverley Rivera noted that the next newsletter will be going out 

tomorrow or Saturday. 
 

Special Projects.   Mr. Vellucci noted that he received a resignation from Mr. Don Neff.  He 
thanked Mr. Neff for all of his efforts and especially for continuing to plan the next Accotink Raiders of 
the Lost Trash which will be held on Saturday September 20th. 

 
Park Supervisor’s Report 
 
Ms. Tahan reported on park staff involvement in a variety of community events, plans for park-
sponsored events coming up this Fall, and events in the park led by outside groups. She reminded 
attendees that the final Sunset Cruise of the season will be Sunday, September 21 and seats are still 
available. She introduced Hannah Wilkerson, who recently joined the Lake Accotink Park staff to 
coordinate marketing and outreach efforts for the park. Park staff are extremely busy this time of year 
because many have left for college or other pursuits, so there are fewer staff to work all the details of all 
the initiatives that the park is involved in, along with continuing to operate the revenue facilities on 
weekends and provide a great many services 7 days per week. She thanked FLAP for its successful 
efforts to accomplish what park staff cannot do. She conveyed special appreciation for those FLAPP’ers 
who have made significant contributions as past or present board members and potentially future board 
members. 
 
Old Business 
 
Memorandum of Understanding With Fairfax County Park Foundation. 
Mr. Vellucci noted the Treasurer Ms. Liz Williams had taken the draft MOU with the Park Foundation, 
edited it, gotten board approval for the draft and forwarded that to the Park Foundation for their review 
and edits.   Given the Park Foundation Executive Director’s schedule, Ms. Bobbi Longworth asked for 
additional time to review the MOU saying she would not have a final draft in time for the September 
FLAP meeting.  It is anticipated the MOU will be finalized in the upcoming weeks and will be on the 
agenda for the October FLAP meeting. 
 
LBSV Friends Group September Meeting:   
Mr. Vellucci introduced Mr. Chris Bauernshub, President of Long Branch Stream Valley, and noted that 
FLBSV has come a long way since its first meeting back on July 7th 2014.   The group has filled key 
organizational slots, recruited a new community to their organization, held a nature walk on August 30th 
with the Friends of Accotink Creek attended by some 25 individuals, put out their own first newsletter, 
designed their own logo, enlisted the assistance of the Boy Scouts Patriot District and various churches 
along Braddock Road to assist with the Accotink Watershed Clean Up on October 18th , and attended the 
DEQ Accotink Creek/Long Branch Stream TMDL briefing last week.  Chris Bauernshub (Stonehaven) 
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volunteered as president, Scott Thaxton (Stonehaven) volunteered as vice president, Allison Hagner 
(Bradfield) took on Community Outreach and Kate Insley (Little Run) took on Educational Awareness.  
The Little Run Civic Association joined the group which now encompasses Olde Forge/Surrey Square, 
Rutherford, Bradfield, Little Run, Long Branch, Red Fox Forest, Canterbury Woods and Stonehaven.  
Their next meeting will be September 22nd at the Kings Park Library Meeting Room and will discuss trail 
maintenance and the Accotink Watershed Clean Up coordination efforts for October 18th  
 
The new FLBSV logo balances the environmental and recreational aspects of the Long Branch Stream 
Valley.  Mr. Vellucci threw out on the table whether FLAP should revisit its logo and adopt something 
similar which stresses both the recreational and environmental aspects of Lake Accotink Park.  
 
Whole Foods Donation Expenditures 
Mr. Vellucci called for a motion based upon a recommendation from Park Supervisor Julie Tahan to 
provide $500.00 to be used by the Park Supervisor to support environmental programs and noted that 
Friends of Accotink Creek had already taken a similar action.  After resolving the wording, Ms. Merry 
Macke put forth the motion:  That FLAP should authorize the expenditure of $500.00 from the funds 
received from the Whole Foods donation to supplement the cost of environmental programs for under-
privileged families to be spent as the Park Supervisor sees fit.  The motion was seconded by Don Neff; 
there being no discussion, the motion passed unanimously by those members in good standing.  
 
Mr. Vellucci called for based upon a recommendation from FLAP member Jeanne Kadet:  That FLAP 
should authorize the expenditure of up to, but not more than $200.00 from the funds received from the 
Whole Foods donation for the purpose of acquiring PixStix Pro Grabbers to assist with lake clean ups by 
Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash, and other clean up efforts; the equipment to be under the custody of 
the Special Projects Committee Chairperson.  The motion was put forth by Chet McLaren and seconded 
by Don Neff.  Discussion then noted that the equipment should be good quality equipment and not 
something that would easily break.  Mr. Vellucci noted that the items identified by Ms. Kadet were 
about $25.00 on the Home Depot website.  There being no other discussions, the motion passed 
unanimously by those members in good standing.  
 
North Springfield Civic Association Donation. 
Mr. Vellucci then said that North Springfield Civic Association president Ken Balbuena notified him that 
NSCA would be making a $150.00 donation to FLAP.  He had asked all neighboring civic and community 
associations to consider a $50.00 contribution to FLAP back in the March timeframe to help fund FLAP 
activities.  The Whole Foods donation had removed some of the urgency for funds, but he was still 
asking local associations to support FLAP.  Mr. McLaren then related that at the most recent NSCA board 
meeting, he relayed the $50.00 request and as the board discussed it, they elected to raise it to $100.00 
and then $150.00 to reflect their appreciation for the work FLAP has done for Lake Accotink Park.  Mr. 
McLaren then presented FLAP with the $150.00 check. 
 
President Resignation.  Mr. Vellucci then resigned as president; and thanked all the board members and 
the committee chairs for their support.  Ms. Meghan Walker, vice president, announced she would take 
over as president, as per the bylaws.  She then asked attending board members to approve the 
nomination of Mr. Marc Greidinger as vice president, on an interim fill basis, as per the association’s 
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bylaws, until general elections in December.  Board members in attendance consented to the 
nomination. 
 
 
New Business. 
 
Ms. Walker noted that she had attended the DEQ Accotink Creek TMDL Meeting on September 10th 
2014 at Braddock Hall and noted that the VA DEQ has determined the waters of Accotink Creek to be 
impaired. Two years of study and analysis will be needed and the DEQ will announce in February 2016 
plans to step down the amount of pollutants entering the creek. The first part of the study is occurring 
now. The VA DEQ is studying the benthic macrovertebrates that live under rocks in the stream bed and 
are a source of food for the fish. Determining what type of benthic macrovertebrates are present in the 
stream will make it possible for the DEQ to identify the major pollutants entering the stream.  
 
Notification of Next Meetings. 

a. Accotink Raiders of the Lost Trash – Lake Accotink Park Saturday Sept 20th, 2014 8:30 AM 
b. Long Branch Stream Valley Friends Group – Kings Park Library Meeting Room.  Monday 

September 22nd 2014. 
c. Lake Accotink Park Fall Clean Up / Braddock District Stream Valley Clean Up – Oct 18th 2014 

 
Adjournment. 
The meeting adjourned at about 8:20 PM. 
 


