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Richard Byrd Library 
7:05PM 

 

 
Board Members Present: 
Liz Williams 
Jim Hickey 
Tony Vellucci 
 
Members Present: 
Suzanne Dorick 
Su Jewell 
Phil Latasa 
Merry Macke 
Chet McLaren  
Don Neff 
Beverly Rivera 
Meghan Walker 
 
Park Authority Personnel Present 
Julie Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Supervisor 
Margaret Thaxton, Fairfax County Park Foundation 
Tony Vellucci, Braddock District Representative Park Authority Board 
 
 
Mr. Vellucci called the meeting to order at 7:05PM at the Richard Byrd Library and noted that Park 
Supervisor Julie Tahan and staff did a superb job at the Cardboard Boat Regatta.   
 
Acceptance and approval of the minutes 
Mr. Vellucci noted minutes were sent out June 25thand asked if there were any changes to the minutes.  
There being none, he asked for a motion to accept and approve the minutes of May 22nd 2014, the 
motion was so moved by Merry Macke and seconded by Jim Hickey.  The minutes were accepted and 
approved; Ms. Jewell abstaining since she did not have time to read them.  
 
Report of the Treasurer 
There were donations of $12.25 from the donation box and $50.00 from the Springfield Civic Association 
in May. There were no expenditures in May. When added to the previous balance of $1,210.00, the new 
balance in FLAP funds is $1,272.25.  With the $3490.16 donation expected by Whole Foods, and the 
50/50 split with the Friends of Accotink Creek, the new balance at the end of June should be $1745.30 + 
$1275.25 = $3,020.55. 
 
Special Presentation –  
Mr. Vellucci then introduced Ms. Janelle Cesari, Marketing Director, Whole Foods Springfield to talk 
about the recent Whole Foods 5% Day.  Ms. Cesari described the program, noted the benefit to Whole 
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Foods and the community, and appreciated the opportunity to assist Lake Accotink Park.  At the 
conclusion of her discussion, Mr. Vellucci, along with Park Supervisor Julie Tahan and Fairfax County 
Park Foundation representative Margaret Thaxton and FLAP / FACC member Philip Latasa presented Ms. 
Cesari  with a Certificate of Appreciation from the association that read as follows:. 
 

In recognition of your outstanding community service support to the Fairfax County Park 
Authority, the Fairfax County Park Foundation, the Friends of Accotink Creek and the Friends of 

Lake Accotink Park in planning, organizing and executing the quarterly Whole Foods 5% Day on 

Wednesday June 11
th

 2014.  That event resulted in 5% of the day’s net sales – about $ 3,500.00 - 

being set aside as a donation to the Park Foundation in direct support of Lake Accotink Park 
Friends’ groups who will use the funds on projects to help protect, restore and preserve the 

natural, historical and cultural resources of Lake Accotink Park, including funding educational 

programs and lake cleanup events.  Your efforts in supporting Lake Accotink Park reflect your 
positive contribution to the Fairfax County citizens that frequent the park and are genuinely 

appreciated. 
 

President’s Report 

Park Authority Staff / Board Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 
On June 5th there was a Park Authority Meeting at Lake Accotink Park for a site walk-through.  The 
meeting was attended by Park Board members Ed Batten, Mary Cortina and Tony Vellucci; Park Director 
Kirk Kincannon, Deputy Director Sarah Baldwin; Planning & Development Dave Bowden, Sandy Stallman, 
Andy Galusha; Park Services Julie Tahan; and, Park Operations Ed Richardson and Ed Miller.  The 
discussion quickly escalated to several stormwater runoff issues and their impact on the lake, especially 
the long term viability of the lake, the resources necessary to maintain the lake and how the master plan 
would fit in.  Everyone agreed that more information was needed to answer some basic and detailed 
questions regarding lake maintenance, and the consensus of the group was to defer the master plan kick 
off meeting until sometime in the September / October timeframe.   In the meantime, staff will pull 
together information regarding the cost to maintain the lake and brief impacted supervisors. 
 
On June 25th the Park Authority Board Meeting unanimously agreed to move forward with Lake Accotink 
Park CCT Improvements; and tomorrow night - June 27th commences Braddock Nights Summer Concert 
Series.  Further, the Park Authority is starting a new program at both Royal Lake and Lake Accotink Park 
– Campfires in the Park during the summer months.  See the newsletter for exact dates and time. 
 
Board Report 
The FLAP board held a combined meeting with FLAP Committee Chairs on June 10th to discuss a number 
of issues.  The minutes are currently being reviewed by meeting attendees and will be put on the 
website after their approval.  Mr. Vellucci provided an overview of the meeting’s discussions. 
 
Succession Planning.   Mr. Vellucci noted that Supervisor Cook had received some comments from 
constituents who perceived a conflict of interest by Mr. Vellucci being the president of FLAP and also the 
Braddock District Representative to the Park Authority Board such that he needed to resign one of the 
positions.  Mr. Vellucci noted he intended to step aside by December and Supervisor Cook asked that he 
do so before then, and they both agreed that he would do so by September.  Consequently, he is now 
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looking for a successor.  Mr. Greidinger then noted that he was considering moving and not sure he 
would be in a position to assume the presidency as per the bylaws.  Further, he noted that it may not 
benefit the organization for him to assume the presidency for only three months such that we needed 
to find a new president. 
 
Committee Descriptions.  This is the last administrative item to address.  Ms. Keeser noted that the 
organization could be streamlined by combining some committees together.  Mr. Vellucci agreed that 
while that was true, having duties spread out among a greater number of people involved more people 
in the association, and also provided that no one individual would have a disproportionate work burden.  
He said the idea was to get folks to volunteer for positions and that his success in getting volunteers was 
in bounding the amount of time needed so that folks knew what they were getting into.  Membership / 
Outreach was a combined position in the previous bylaws and no one ever stepped forward to volunteer 
for that.  Splitting the duties up has resulted in Community Outreach and a Membership committee 
chair.  After a short discussion of some roles and responsibilities, committee members indicated they 
were comfortable with him developing the committee descriptions since he appeared to have pre-
conceived ideas of specific duties for each committee.  The consensus was that he would prepare 
committee descriptions and then send them out to all committee chairs and board members for review 
and comment. 
 

Friend’s Federation.  Mr. Vellucci noted FLAP’s inclusion in the Park Authority’s Friends Federation and 
recommended the association have a dedicated representative – namely the Member At Large.  Ms. 
Driggers agreed to the additional duty and all board members in attendance supported a motion that 
designated the Member At Large as the official liaison to the Friends Federation. 
 
Open Fundraising Committee Chair.   Ms. Keeser noted she wanted to pursue the Lake Accotink Park 
Photo Contest, but that she did not want to be the fundraising chair, so that position is now vacant.  Ms. 
Keeser then outlined her ideas for the photo contest.  
 
New Business Open Floor Discussion.  The attendees discussed the issue of new business / old business 
discussions at regular monthly meetings, given that Mr. Vellucci as president had terminated discussion 
of an item raised by Su Jewell – off leash dogs – because he believed it had been thoroughly addressed 
via the newsletter.  There was broad consensus that there should be an opportunity for members to 
bring up issues they find important to the general membership, but that it should be tempered such that 
the membership is not subjected to the same issue without resolution.  It was also discussed that 
individuals need to identify what it is they expect FLAP to do, and whether FLAP is in a position to take 
any action regarding an issue at hand.  The final consensus being that the membership would determine 
at the meetings whether they wanted to continue discussion of a specific issue, or refer it to a 
committee to look into it more deeply and then the committee would come back at a follow on meeting 
to the full membership with a position and recommendation. 
 
Committee Reports 
Special Projects  Mr. Neff talked about a community service project by Riverside Station and how they 
were going to have about 30 volunteers, but cancelled out such that the work did not occur.  He noted 
the two projects were clearing natural debris from the ditches by the railroad bed and gardening work in 
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and around various buildings by the marina.  He also noted the potential for securing recycling bins for 
the park.  Mr. Vellucci identified two new potential projects - painting the metal fence at the dam 
overlook and taking canoes upstream to retrieve trash in debris fields along the stream bank in the 
stream valley. Don related the previous success he and park volunteer Al Sanford had with removing 
several bags of trash using canoes.  Julie stated that Ed Richardson is the POC for maintenance projects 
and so the Special Projects chair should confer with him to determine feasibility and advisability of 
painting the metal fence.  Don provided an update on the butterfly garden project which FLAP had 
undertaken in the Spring. FLAP conducted a second workday in May and with weeds coming up again, 
additional work is needed.  He requested FLAP members interested in that project to let him know their 
availability in taking on this project.  
 
Park Supervisor’s Report 

Item donated by Jim Hickey – Julie showed everyone an item that Jim Hickey recently donated to the 
park. Apparently Jim has connections with the Washington Post printing plant. The item is a printing 
plate from the June 2nd issue and the reason Jim went to the trouble of obtaining it is the quarter-page 
photo on the front of the METRO section which features the Cardboard Boat Regatta. The photographer 
covering the event for the Post said it was her first time being there and she found it quite impressive. 
Julie thanked Jim for the unique donation. The printing plate will be available in the park Visitor Center 
for others to view as well. 
 
Campfire programs - Julie called attention to the flyer she had brought which specifies the dates for the 
campfire programs taking place this summer at Lake Accotink Park and Royal Lake Park, as previously 
mentioned. The programs are led by naturalists from Hidden Pond Nature Center.  
 
Volunteer Recognition by Board of Supervisors – Donn Grover, who logged over 600 hours of service 
volunteering for the park last Fall and Winter, will be recognized by the Board of Supervisors at its 
regular public meeting next Tuesday. All are invited to be present when Donn receives this recognition 
for his work helping staff to repaint the 26 horses and various other components of the park’s antique 
carousel. Using superior craftsmanship honed through decades of experience as an artist and carpenter, 
Mr. Grover’s work freshened up the appearance of the carousel, which is bringing enjoyment to 
thousands of children and adults during yet another season.  
 

Old Business. 

The Joint FACC / FLAP Whole Foods Springfield Fund Raising Event on June 11th was a resounding 
success and there will be a Joint FACC / FLAP Organizational Meeting on July 17th at Braddock Hall at 
7:00 PM to discuss specific projects the funds can be used for.   
 
Adopt a Stormwater Sewer Pilot Program.  Mr. Vellucci noted he had given up on the program when Mr. 
Richardson noted there were about 600 storm sewers and asked which one he wanted to put meshing 
around.  He then noted that there may actually be some instances – such as Flag Run – where it could 
work, so coordination between DPWES, FCPA and FACC continues.  
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FLAP Sponsorship of Area High School Park Design Competition.  Mr. Vellucci brought this up again and 
said that the delay of the kick off meeting would give FLAP the time to determine if this is still possible; 
he solicited anyone with contracting / grant experience that might want to step forward noting that this 
would be an effort requiring a special committee, but that FLAP would not embark upon it unless we 
knew folks could commit to seeing it through.  
 
Braddock Dogs – Lake Accotink Chapter Start up. Mr. Vellucci noted that he had gotten a couple of email 
requests asking about Braddock Dogs and he was putting individuals who expressed an interest in a dog 
park in touch with Erin Mays, Braddock Dogs president.  He noted that work on Monticello Park had 
been put on the FCPA Planning & Development FY-15 Work Plan, which goes to the Park Authority 
Board on July 9th.   
 
Off Leash Dogs  (Susan Jewell) 
Su Jewell addressed the membership with her continued concern about dogs off leashes in the park and 
actions both FLAP and the Park Authority could take.  She noted a source the said there had been a 25% 
increase in the number of households having dogs from 2009 – 2013.  In response to a question, Ms. 
Tahan noted that there had been no increase in complaints of off leash dogs, and there had been no 
reported dog attacks in the last several years at Lake Accotink Park.   
 
A number of attendees offered suggestions ranging from increased patrols to educational efforts to 
levying fines on violators.  As a result of the discussions, FLAP will (1) encourage members to ask people 
they see in the park to please leash their dogs; (2) contact neighboring civic / community associations 
and ask them to educate their community to keep dogs leashed, (3) put articles in the newsletter 
periodically asking for voluntary compliance. (4) sponsor a table at the park at Braddock Nights to 
educate dog walkers, thank those who have their dogs on a leash, and remind others that they need to.  
FCPA is to put signs up at established signboards around the trail and ask Animal Control to come to the 
park more often to monitor the issue.  Animal Control staffing is limited and they have to deal with the 
issue not only in parks but in neighborhoods as well.  Voluntary compliance would be best, but this is 
one of those issues where we can make a dent, but it never truly goes away. 
 
New Business. 

Recognition of FLAP members in receipt of volunteer awards 

Mr. Vellucci recognized Lady Fairfaxes Mary Keeser selected by Chairwoman Sharon Bulova and Tawny 
Hammond selected by Supervisor Jeff McKay.  He noted that he too had been selected as a Lord Fairfax 
by Supervisor John Cook.  He then recognized Park Supervisor Julie Tahan for her selection as the Best of 
Braddock Most Can-Do Employee at Local Level Award.  The Best of Braddock awards will be presented 
Wednesday July 9th at Braddock Hall; a picnic precedes the awards ceremony and starts at 6:00 PM.  All 
are invited; please RSVP to Supervisor Cook’s office. 
 

Friends of Long Branch Stream Valley 

Mr. Vellucci said there would be a kick off meeting to establish a Friends group consisting of about seven 

civic / community associations that border the Long Branch Stream Valley whose primary focus will be 

invasive management control, trash control, and trail safety/maintenance.  Invited associations include 



 
Friends of Lake Accotink Park 

Meeting Minutes 
26 June 2014 

 

 

Page | 6 

 

Braddock District Council, Olde Forge/Surrey Square, Rutherford, Bradfield, Long Branch, Red Fox Forest, 

Canterbury Woods, and Stonehaven.  There will be representatives from FACC, FCPA (Resource 

Management Division), and Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District.  Why is this 

important to FLAP; because the Long Branch stream empties into Lake Accotink.  We need to start 

thinking as a district and see issues from a watershed perspective and not just an independent park / 

community perspective. The Park Authority makes good use of Friends Groups, however not so much in 

the Braddock District; this effort is looking to change that to foster greater interaction between the 

Braddock District community and the Park Authority, and also between various associations within the 

Braddock District, working in conjunction with the Braddock District Council. He noted the meeting 

date/time (see below) and urged FLAPPers to attend given the impact  

 

Lastly, Mr. McLaren noted that he has lived in the area since 1957 and has seen many newsletters from 
various organizations during that time, but that he was greatly impressed with the newsletters that FLAP 
has been putting out.  He commended Ms. Rivera for the work she has been doing. 
 

Notification of Next Meetings. 

a. Friends of Long Branch Stream Valley Kick Off Meeting July 7th 2014 7:00 PM Braddock Hall  
b. Joint FACC/FLAP Meeting Agenda July 17th 2014 7:00 PM Braddock Hall 
c. Next Meetings – 7:00 PM Richard Byrd Library:  July 24th 2014; August.21st 2014 

 

Park Layout Options 

Before officially adjourning, Mr. Vellucci provided a very brief overview of some of the ideas Park 
Authority personnel had discussed for the future Lake Accotink Park.  He identified some of the ideas he 
thought had merit and that might be worth looking at as solutions for improving circulation and flow 
within the park; other ideas addressed possible re-locations for various amenities.  He encouraged FLAP 
members to keep thinking of ideas and that some might be good and some might not be good, but it all 
works to generate more ideas. Additional briefings will be provided at future meetings. 
 

Adjournment. 

The meeting adjourned at about 8:50 PM. 


