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Board Members Present: 
Elizabeth Driggers 
Jim Hickey 
Tony Vellucci 
 
Members Present: 
Su Jewell 
Margaret Kinder 
Phil Latasa 
Mary Lipsey 
Erin Mays 
Don Neff 
Rosemary Pollard 
Beverly Rivera 
Martin Shepherd 
Bruce Waggoner 
Meghan Walker 
 
Park Authority Personnel Present 
Julie Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Supervisor 
Tony Vellucci, Braddock District Representative Park Authority Board 
Mary Cortina, Member-At-Large, Park Authority Board 
Sandy Stallman, Planning Manager, Planning & Development Division 
 
Mr. Vellucci called the meeting to order at 7:05PM at the Richard Byrd Library, and welcomed new 
members to the meeting.  He said that Mr. Batten had contacted him to say he would not be in 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
Acceptance and approval of the minutes 
Mr. Vellucci noted he sent out corrected minutes based on input from Park Supervisor Julie Tahan, and 
asked if there were any other changes to the minutes.  There being none, he asked for a motion to 
accept and approve the minutes of April 17th 2014, as modified; the motion was so moved by Jim 
Hickey and seconded by Don Neff.  The minutes, as corrected, were accepted and approved 
unanimously.  
 
Report of the Treasurer 
There were donations of $58.00 from the donation box in its first full month of service and no 
expenditures in April.  When added to the previous balance of $1,152.00, the new balance is $1,210.00.   
 
Special Presentation –  
Mr. Vellucci then introduced Ms Sandy Stallman from the Park Authority’s Planning & Development 
Division to talk about the Park Authority’s master planning process and its application to Lake Accotink 
Park.  Ms. Stallman provided an overview of the master planning process, a notional schedule for the 
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Lake Accotink Master Plan, and then opened up the floor to a short question and answer session.  Ms. 
Stallman noted that the master plan kick off meeting was still scheduled for late June but did not have a 
specific date yet. He thanked Ms. Stallman for taking the time to address the FLAP members in 
attendance and invited her to the 25th running of the Cardboard Boat Regatta on June 1st 2014. 
 
President’s Report 
 
Board of Supervisor Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 
We have a new county budget and the Park Authority was spared from the proposed budget cuts that 
sought to further reduce lakefront park staff, so Julie’s Park Supervisor position is no longer in jeopardy 
this fiscal year.  Mr. Vellucci thanked all who contacted their Supervisors and Chairman Bulova.  It made 
a difference as we learned from each that the lakefront park staff reduction proposal was a non-starter.   
Unfortunately, something that was cut was supplies and equipment for the Invasive Management Area 
program.  The Park Authority Board was briefed on this at the Park Authority Board meeting Wednesday 
May 17, 2014.   The cuts appear to have been more of an oversight than a deliberate act to cut the 
program and county staff has been directed to find funding sources at carryover in September to fund 
the programs.   He expressed confidence the program would be funded, but Ms. Mary Cortina said that 
there were pressures on the carryover – estimated to be about $1M - and that the IMA program would 
have to compete with other program requirements such that it was not a certainty.   
 
Park Authority Staff / Board Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 
The Park Authority has established an official schedule for the Cross County Trail (CCT) Improvements 
project in Lake Accotink Park.  The project calls for paving about 5,840 LF (linear feet) from Braddock 
Road south and other related improvements such as replacing railings, a wooden bridge and several 
culverts.  Scope Approval is slated for June 26th 2014; Design:  July 2014 to November 2014; and 
Construction:  December 2014 to April 2015.   It is anticipated that parts of the trail will not be available 
for use during construction; such that there should be appropriate detours so that individuals do not 
make their own trails and do more damage than necessary.  More information on this project will be 
provided as it becomes available.  Mr. Richardson also noted that the project will encompass invasive 
management efforts.  
 
Also, although not technically in Lake Accotink Park, a part of the CCT – about 40-60 linear feet - in the 
Americana / Wakefield stream valley by the Wakefield Run stream restoration site was washed out 
during the last storm and will require repair. 
 
Board Actions Report 
On April 25th, the board approved the appointment of Ms. Ann McElhatton as the Membership 
Chairperson.  On April 27th, the board approved a joint meeting with the Friends of Accotink Creek to 
take place in July, date/time and location to be determined.  A draft agenda is being circulated among 
the two boards. 
 
Committee Reports 
Mr. Vellucci said Ms. McElhatton was in the process of developing a membership database to keep track 
of members and what FLAP events they participated in to determine their status as a member in good 
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standing.  He again asked that everyone needed to sign up for a committee or two, and that if members 
did not sign up for a committee, he would assume that they wanted to be the president or vice 
president next year.   
 
Mr. Vellucci then introduced Ms. Rivera who noted the second FLAP newsletter for the month of May 
had been sent out May 16th.  She said that she intended to get monthly newsletter out by the third 
weekend of each month.  The next newsletter should be going out June 20th with inputs due June 13th.  
She said that anyone who wanted to send in an article should send it to FLAP.Outreach@gmail.com.  She 
asked for a volunteer to help proof read and Mr. Neff said he would assist as a proof reader.   Ms. Lipsey 
asked if the newsletter was being sent to neighboring civic, community and homeowner associations.  
Mr. Vellucci noted that he was sending it to them and asking them to send it to their residents and post 
it on their websites.  He also used the email to solicit funds for FLAP asking each association to 
contribute $50.00.  Mr. Bruce Waggoner agreed and then provided a $50.00 donation to FLAP on behalf 
of the Springfield Civic Association. 
 
Don Neff thanked the volunteers who came out on Thursday April 24th to work on the LAP butterfly 
garden.  They included:   Margaret Kinder, Tom Kinder, Philip Latasa, Mary Lipsey, Peggy Butenhoff, Gail 
Nittle, Mary Macke, and Pat Neff.  Volunteers had a very successful day pulling weeds, removing rocks, 
trimming bushes, applying compost and spreading mulch.  To complete our spring work on the garden, 
Margaret wants to have another work session next month to plant some additional flowers which he 
anticipated would run about $200.00.  After some discussion between Ed Richardson and Julie Tahan 
about how to make use of the funds held by FCPA for FLAP, Julie asked Don to provide her what he 
wanted, and she and Ed would acquire the material ensuring county requisition rules were followed.   
 
Don then noted several other special projects he wants to take on and solicited volunteers to assist.   
 
President’s Perspective 
FLAP is getting healthy -several individuals from the community have asked to be on the mailing list.  Jim 
Hickey continues an outstanding recruitment effort.  He has recruited five members since the last 
meeting, after having recruited five members prior to that.  Further, others are stepping forward to fill 
committee positions, and our special projects are getting off the ground.   FLAP’s immediate 
organizational needs include volunteers to fill the position of Secretary and Recreation Chairperson.  Mr. 
Vellucci asked Ms. Meghan Walker if she might be interested in one of the positions.  After a brief 
description, Ms. Walker volunteered to be the Recreation Chairperson.  With three board members in 
attendance, Mr. Vellucci asked for the board’s concurrence to appoint Meghan Walker as the Recreation 
Chairperson.  Board members Messrs Hickey and Vellucci and Ms. Elizabeth Driggers concurred with the 
appointment.  
 
Other 
On Saturday May 17th 2014 there was a dedication ceremony for the Wakefield Run Stream Restoration 
Project, notable because of the number of partners who came together to make it happen and .the 
number of organizations that contributed a significant amount of funding. Funding came from FCPA, the 
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES), Dominion Virginia Power, and Fluor 
Transurban.  The Park Authority used $75,000 received from the Express Lanes project, $300,000 from 
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DPWES, Dominion Virginia Power provided $35,000 and Trans urban provided $5000.  The 820+ linear 
foot project cost about $415,000 - $500.00 a linear foot.  It is estimated the project will prevent 40 
pounds of phosphorous, 355 pounds of nitrogen, and 76,000 pounds of suspended solids from entering 
Accotink Creek – each year – and eventually Lake Accotink.  Speakers included Supervisor John Cook, 
Charles Smith (DPWES), John Petersen (Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District), Tim 
Sargeant (Dominion Virginia Power), Kris Unger (Friends of Accotink Creek) and Larry Cautilli (Mid-
Atlantic Off Road Enthusiasts (MORE)).  Mr. Vellucci thanked FLAP members Phil Latasa, Jim Hickey and 
Suzanne Dorick for being on hand, and noted Ms. Cortina’s presence also.  Mr. Hickey described the 
restoration site specifically noting the step-down pools and recommended FLAP members get out to the 
site to see what has been done. 
 
Lastly Mr. Vellucci thanked Area 4 Maintenance personnel for their efforts after the storm that hit the 
area the last week of April, and most recently within the past week. As far as park staff determined, 
there were areas of minor amounts of standing water along the park road, and the usual lake overflow 
onto the sidewalk by the marina, but overall this storm did not cause widespread issues in the park.   
The more recent storm which brought torrential rain on May 15-16, caused more issues. Even though it 
was less rainfall, the lake was already full and the ground saturated, so the clean-up work started all 
over again. 
 
Park Supervisor’s Report 
 
Summer activities at the marina are off to a great start with three successful weekends behind us and 
many more ahead. As noted in the most recent FLAP newsletter, picnic areas are heavily used and we’re 
excited to see so many families coming out to ride the carousel or go boating, play mini-golf, and enjoy 
the park. Staff are busy with the operations and seasonal increase in visitors. We’re also gearing up for 
the Cardboard Boat regatta and lining up the various logistical components that support the event.  The 
regatta is tied into Springfield Days so staff are also coordinating with the other Springfield Days events. 
Julie noted that she recently participated as a member of the Springfield Days Committee in a 
networking event organized by the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce at the Waterford, in 
which business representatives got to hear about this year’s Springfield Days events.  
 
The Park Authority has initiated a special Memorial Day promotion in honor of those who are serving or 
have served in the United States Armed Forces. Under this new program, the Park Authority will waive 
admission fees for veterans and members of the military and their families on Memorial Day. For those 
visiting Lake Accotink Park, this means they may enjoy mini-golf, carousel rides and boat rides at no 
charge. Julie shared a flyer about the promotion and noted that information about it is also on the Park 
Authority website. 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Off-Road Enthusiasts will hold their annual NovaEpic bike ride on trails throughout 
Fairfax County on the morning of June 1st they will come up the CCT onto the main trail going clockwise 
around the lake, then dropping onto the north segment of the CCT. So the bike route will not come 
through the marina, which was important to stipulate given all the activity related to the Regatta in that 
core area of the park.   
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Back in the Fall we were fortunate to have a new volunteer come aboard to help staff with various 
maintenance projects over the winter. The Fairfax Times ran a piece about him last month, describing 
how instrumental he was in contributing his skills as a painter and artist to the task of adding fresh paint 
to the horses and other components of the carousel. Between September and March, Donn Glover 
contributed more than 600 volunteer hours to Lake Accotink Park – a location he chose because of his 
fond recollections of coming to the park several decades ago. In early April we brought him on board as 
paid staff in order to ensure that the park would continue to benefit from Donn’s strong work ethic and 
his eagerness to handle all manner of park maintenance tasks. Shortly after that, we learned that Donn 
has been invited by the Board of Supervisors to appear at a future Board meeting to be publicly 
recognized for his volunteer service. Julie invited FLAP and all who wish to honor the spirit of 
volunteerism exemplified by Donn’s work in the past year to attend the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
scheduled for July 1 at 9:30. 
 
In wrapping up, Julie noted the numerous flyers she made available to inform those in attendance about 
upcoming programs at the park, including the Braddock Nights concert line-up and Specialty Cruises on 
the park’s pontoon boat.  Mr. Hickey then asked the new Recreation Chairperson if she could schedule a 
specialty cruise sometime for FLAP members, and recommended a Friday night to coincide with 
Braddock Nights.   Ms. Walker noted she would get with Ms. Tahan to arrange a date and let FLAP know. 
 
Old Business 
 
At the last meeting Su Jewell addressed the membership citing her concern about dogs being off leash in 
the park.  Mr. Vellucci noted that FLAP had two articles in the most recent newsletter addressing that 
dogs needed to be leashed and requested to know whether park users were interested in having an 
OLDA (dog park) at Lake Accotink Park.  He introduced Ms Erin Mays – the president of Braddock Dogs.  
Who provided a quick overview of Braddock Dogs.  Mr. Martin Shepherd indicated his interest in having 
an Off Leash Dog Area (OLDA) at Lake Accotink Park.  At the present time, not only does Lake Accotink 
Park not have a dog park, but neither does the Braddock District so all dogs in the park should be 
leashed.  Julie Tahan noted that she had alerted volunteer trail monitors and staff to be extra observant 
for unleashed dogs.  She noted that while there were many dogs in the park, those observed by the trail 
monitors for the most part were leashed.  Ms. Jewell requested to speak and Mr. Vellucci denied her 
request,noting she had spoken at the last meeting regarding this subject and that the remaining time 
did not permit addressing old business items given the number of new business items.  
 
New Business. 
Joint FACC / FLAP Whole Foods Springfield Fund Raising Event - June 2014 

Mr. Vellucci noted he had been contacted by Kris Unger, president of Friends of Accotink Creek, on May 
12.  Mr. Unger noted that FACC was recently contacted by the Springfield Whole Foods about being the 
beneficiary of their 5% day in June, with funds designated to Lake Accotink.  Every quarter, Whole Foods 
holds a 5% Day, where 5% of the designated day’s net sales are donated to a local 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. This is a great opportunity to raise some funds for Lake Accotink, and FACC would like to 
partner with FLAP on this, if possible, and split the funds.  The Whole Foods Point of Contact is Janelle 
Cesari, Marketing Team Leader.  They have chosen Wednesday, June 11th and FACC / FLAP need to have 
representatives at the store from 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM, to sit at a table with the organization’s 
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information, and talk to customers about what we do in the community. Usually groups do shifts (a few 
hours for each person).  Whole Foods typically raises $3,000-$3,500 for selected charities on any given 
day.  FLAP will need volunteers to man the table. 
 

Lake Accotink Park Adopt a Stormwater Sewer Pilot Program 

Mr. Vellucci then noted that on March 27th, he had sent an email to the Park Authority’s leadership 
including Barbara Nugent, Director Park Services, who is responsible for Lake Accotink Park and Todd 
Johnson, Director Park Operations, responsible for park maintenance, about the trash that gathers in 
the lake by the marina.  Given we have Adopt-A-Road programs, Adopt-A-Park programs, Adopt-A-Field 
programs, in his email Mr. Vellucci asked to try a pilot program with the Department of Public Works 
and Environmental Services (DPWES) concurrence that would be an Adopt-A-Stormwater-Sewer 
program.  The idea envisions putting up a mesh screen on a stormwater sewer inlet that allows storm 
water to flow through, but captures trash and natural debris, preventing it from making its way down to 
the lake.  FLAP volunteers would then go out to the storm sewer and clear away the trash and debris 
within so many hours after a storm.  Mr. Johnson asked Ed Richardson his thoughts and Mr. Richardson 
pointed out the difficulty of getting VDOT buy in since VDOT has the right of way for the storm sewers.  
And even if VDOT did buy in, then which stormwater sewers should be selected given the number that 
drain into the lake, saying there must be over 600 storm drains that drain into Lake Accotink.  Rather, he 
suggested looking at the solution provided for Lake Barcroft to see if it had applicability to Lake 
Accotink—namely, establishing a special watershed improvement district 
 

Adopt-A-Park-Site Program  

Don Neff noted that the Adopt-A-Park-Site program would follow along the similar vein of Adopt-A-

Road, Adopt-A-Park, and Adopt-A-Field programs, but this would address specific sites in and around the 

park that neighboring civic, community and homeowner associations or even specific individuals would 

pick to be responsible for. 

 

FLAP Sponsorship of Area High School Park Design Competition  

Lastly, Mr. Vellucci addressed a position paper he provided by email to FLAP members regarding the 
potential of FLAP sponsorship of a park design competition among area high schools coincidental with 
the Lake Accotink Park master plan effort, and whether the idea had any merit and should move 
forward.  He noted that given the notional volunteer requirements to ensure the project succeeded, this 
too could be chalked up to another good idea, but in the just too hard column.  He asked members to 
think about it and whether FLAP could or should take this project on. 
 
Notification of Next Meetings 
The next FLAP meeting will be held June 26th 2014 at the Richard Byrd Library, starting at 7:05PM.  The 
July meeting will be a combined meeting with the Friends of Accotink Creek (FACC), date/time and 
location to be provided.  
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at about 8:55PM. 


