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Board Members Present: 
Elizabeth Driggers 
Marc Greidinger 
Jim Hickey 
Tony Vellucci 
Liz Williams 
 
Members Present: 
Mike DeLoose 
Suzanne Dorick 
Su Jewell 
Tom Kinder 
Margaret Kinder 
Phil Latasa 
Mary Lipsey 
Merry Macke 
Ann McElhatton 
Joe McGowan 
Chet McLaren 
Don Neff 
Gail Nittle 
Beverly Rivera 
Mark Rogers 
Bruce Waggoner 
Ted Welch 
 
Park Authority Personnel Present 
Kirk Kincannon, Park Authority Board 
Julie Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Supervisor 
Jamie Fish, Lake Accotink Park Asst. Park Supervisor 
Tony Vellucci, Braddock District Representative Park Authority Board 
 
Mr. Vellucci called the meeting to order at 7:05PM at the Richard Byrd Library, and welcomed new 
comers to the meeting.  He noted that anyone in attendance at tonight’s meeting, or who assisted at the 
April 5th Clean Up would be considered a member in good standing for voting purposes. 
 
Acceptance and approval of the minutes 
Mr. Vellucci noted that the previous minutes had an incorrect spelling for Park Supervisor Julie Tahan 
and noting that would be corrected, asked if there were any other changes to the minutes.  There being 
none, he asked for a motion to accept and approve the minutes of March 20th 2014, as modified; so 
moved by Don Neff and seconded by Mark Rogers.  The minutes, as amended, were accepted and 
approved unanimously.  
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Report of the Treasurer 
Mr. Vellucci provided the Treasurer’s Report for Liz Williams noting that there was one expenditure of 
$35.00 in March for the donation box sign, and as such, the funds held by the Park Authority now total 
$1,152.00.  Because the donation box was installed in late March and because the weather was still bad 
at the time, all March donations will be processed as April donations and will be reflected in the May 
meeting Treasurer’s report. 
 
President’s Report 
 
Park Authority Staff / Board Actions Affecting Lake Accotink Park 
Mr. Vellucci thanked Mr. Ed Richardson whose team completed the donation box installation on March 
24th in between snow storms.  He also mentioned Park Supervisor Julie Tahan’s email that noted the box 
was installed with heavy duty bolts.  He also said a Friends Agreement with the Park Authority was 
executed on March 26th 2014, and the agreement is now posted on the FLAP website.   
 
Board Actions Report 
On March 28th, the board approved the appointment of Ms. Beverley Rivera as the Community Outreach 
Chairperson. Also, on April 5th at the Lake Clean Up, Elizabeth Driggers, Marc Greidinger, Jim Hickey and 
he got together and concurred in exploring the potential of FLAP holding a high school competition for a 
Lake Accotink Park design in conjunction with the master planning process.  Given the time constraints 
because of a speaker, he would provide additional information via an email, and anticipated this would 
be a discussion topic at the May meeting.   He then noted FLAP’s organizational need – citing the need 
for a volunteer to fill the position of Secretary. 
 
Committee Reports 
Mr. Vellucci noted other FLAP organizational needs – citing a need for volunteers to fill the positions of 
the Membership Chair and the Recreation Chair.  He then passed out membership forms and asked 
attendees to fill them in and return them noting that everyone except officers and committee chairs 
needed to sign up for at least one committee . 
 
Mr. Vellucci introduced Beverley Rivera who said earlier that day she released the first FLAP newsletter, 
Volume 1 Issue 1.  Future newsletters will be distributed via email the second Friday of each month, and 
inputs are due the first Friday of each month.  Newsletters will not be mailed out to save on postage 
costs.  They will be sent to all members, posted on the website, and sent to the presidents, vice 
presidents, and newsletter points of contact of the following neighboring civic/community associations:  
Canterbury Woods, Carrleigh Homeowners Association, Danbury Forest, Kings Park, Oak Hill, North 
Springfield Civic Association, Ravensworth Farm, Springfield Civic Association, Stonehaven Civic 
Association, West Springfield Civic Association, Wakefield Chapel and Springvale;  Carleigh and 
Stonehaven being additions to the listing identified at the previous meeting. 
 
Don Neff identified a special project he wants to take on and solicited volunteers to assist.  He 
introduced Margaret Kinder - a member of the Ravensworth Garden Club. – and together they noted 
that in the past the club has taken care of the rectangular and circular flower beds next to the marina. 
Because members of the club have gotten older and can no longer do the physical labor needed to 
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maintain the beds, club members could provide "expert" advice on what needs to be done to maintain 
the beds; but need help in getting it done.  Don noted that this was a good project for FLAP to take on 
and said that anyone interested in helping should be at the Marina next Thursday morning at 9:00 AM.  
He then noted that he had spoken with Jamie Fish who said that there is a power line that runs through 
the traffic circle and that work was ongoing in the area. Don asked whether the FLAP effort should be 
delayed and the consensus was that the FLAP volunteer effort could proceed as long as there was no 
digging.  Jamie will investigate further and contact Don with additional info; Don will send an email out 
to FLAP members making them aware of the volunteer opportunity. 
 
President’s Perspectives 
FLAP Representation to Board of Supervisors Public Budget Hearings.  Mr. Vellucci noted that Mr. Marc 
Greidinger advocated for Lake Accotink Park in front of the BOS to express FLAP concerns about the 
County Executive’s proposed cuts to the parks budget on April 9th.  He expressed his appreciation since 
Marc was speaker #104 out of 110 speakers.  The public hearing started at 3:00PM, but the first 
speakers did not start until about 3:30, and Mr. Greidinger did not get to speak until about 9:45PM.  Mr. 
Greidinger, as the official FLAP representative, spoke for five minutes.  He then also thanked all the 
individuals who contacted their Supervisors regarding the county budget.  Lastly, he noted that the Park 
Authority needs to do a much better job of justifying its budget to the Board of Supervisors.  Past Park 
Authority budget efforts complained about budget cuts, but did not provide quantifiable impacts of 
what the budget cuts would translate to.  He noted that Schools, Public Safety and even the Library have 
addressed the qualitative and quantitative impacts of budget cuts and provide that information to the 
Board of Supervisors; the Park Authority needs to do so also.  He then mentioned Supervisor Cook’s 
FY2015 Budget Survey Results, noting responses to the question “If the County cuts spending, which 
area(s) do you believe should be cut?” resulted in a majority of respondents citing Parks as the area for 
cutting (41.1%), followed closely by Human Services (40.1%).   He opined that many of the respondents 
may not be aware of the general fund cuts the Parks budget has taken these past years, but it is 
indicative that there is a need for greater awareness and FLAP can help. 
 
Next Administrative Project.  He also noted that with the revised bylaws and Friends Agreement 
completed, the next administrative item to tackle will be the committee descriptions which he hoped to 
have completed by the next meeting.  As such, it’s time for FLAP to start considering major projects; he 
cited the removal of the chain link fence along the trail down from Danbury Forest, and the installation 
of split rail fencing to protect trails.   
 
Park Supervisor’s Report 
Spring Watershed Clean-up Day 
Julie Tahan recapped results of the successful Spring Watershed Clean-up Day held on Saturday, April 5, 
2014. Park staff and FLAP leaders were on hand throughout the morning to direct volunteers arriving 
eagerly to join in the clean-up. She thanked FLAP for promoting the event and turning out in numbers 
that set a great example to those who see them in action. She noted appreciatively that Jim Hickey 
remained steadfast in his longstanding role as Clean-up Captain by helping to register and dispatch 
volunteers, give directions to locations within the park, and provide enthusiasm and appreciation to all. 
She thanked Don Neff, Philip Latasa, Ted Welch and others who teamed up to tackle some of the heavy, 
waterlogged limbs that were caught between the dock and the seawall. She and her staff estimate that 
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480 pounds of trash were collected, including 347 plastic bags and 212 cigarette butts, both of which 
pose threats to wildlife.  She announced the date for the Fall Watershed Clean-up: Saturday, October 18, 
2014. 
 
ADA Improvements to the Large Shelter 
Julie reported that the construction of ADA-required upgrades to the Large Picnic Shelter is progressing. 
Two ADA parking spaces accessible from the marina have been added next to the shelter. 
Reconstruction of the restroom interiors is currently underway and accessible picnic grills will be 
installed along the rear of the shelter. Most of the construction work should be completed by the end of 
May and picnics can take place there after that. Until then, the restrooms at the Large Shelter are not 
available. The restrooms at the McLaren Sargent shelter are available in the meantime, as well as the 
small single restroom near the playground and miniature golf area. 
 
Bald Eagle Nests 
Julie mentioned that the Park Authority has granted permission to two biologists from the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries to visit bald eagle nests at Lake Accotink Park and to band the 
chicks for research purposes. This stewardship activity will be taking place intermittently from now until 
May 2015. At the conclusion, they will share the results of their research with the Park Authority. 
 
Cardboard Boat Regatta 
Julie reminded everyone that the 25th running of the Cardboard Boat Regatta is Sunday, June 1st. She 
noted that since Lake Accotink Park’s first regatta in 1987, it has been held every year except in 2000 
and 2010 when the lake was drained for dredging purposes.  Each year, the event draws a crowd, and 
Julie suggested that FLAP may want to have a table at the event to promote membership in FLAP.  She 
had flyers available and encouraged everyone to follow the Cardboard Boat Regatta on Springfield Days 
social media.  She also noted the upcoming park opening and the fact that the carousel just got its 
amusement permit for operation. 
 
Old Business 
Mr. Vellucci noted the Donation Box Ribbon Cutting Ceremony held on April 5th just prior to the Spring 
Clean UP and thanked all who attended.  He thanked the Park Authority for making a ribbon and scissor 
available for the ceremony and specifically thanked Phil Latasa without whose perseverance and 
assistance the ribbon cutting ceremony would not have occurred.  
 
New Business. 
Mr. Vellucci noted he had been in touch with the FCPA Planning & Development Division and the Lake 
Accotink Park master plan project start date is still in June, so the master plan public kick off meeting is 
still scheduled for mid to late June, noting that he anticipated inviting P&D personnel to provide a 
master plan overview at the May meeting.  He also recommended that members search the internet 
and find out about the Chesapeake Bay Act and learn about Resource Protection Areas (RPAs).   
 
Mr. Vellucci then noted an act of vandalism at Americana Park / Accotink Creek where a swastika had 
been painted on park property noting that it had already been removed by park personnel.  Mr. Ted 
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Welch noted that schools were on Spring vacation this week, and Mr. Vellucci opined that it probably 
was high school students saying that Fairfax County Police had been notified of the incident. 
 
Ms. Sue Jewell addressed the group identifying that many dog owners who use the park let their dogs 
off leash and this is creating a problem.  She asked that FLAP members help in ensuring that dog owners 
are aware that dogs are to be kept leashed.  Mr. Vellucci noted that it could be an article that goes into 
the next newsletter.  
 
Special Presentation –  
Mr. Vellucci then introduced one of the co-originators of the Lake Accotink Cardboard Boat Regatta and 
the current Director of the Fairfax County Park Authority - Mr. Kirk Kincannon.   
 
Mr. Kincannon provided an overview of his career and related several stories that occurred during his 
tenure as the Lake Accotink Park Supervisor.  He identified the positions he had held in Southern 
Virginia, Alexandria, Virginia, and Boulder, Colorado, and noted that he hoped to take lessons learned in 
other positions to make the FCPA the premier park system in the country.  He then opened up the floor 
to a question and answer session. 
 
Mr. Vellucci then thanked Mr. Kincannon for his remarks and candidness in answering the many 
questions, and welcomed him to the park’s Silver Anniversary Cardboard Boat Regatta on June 1st 2014. 
 
Notification of Next Meetings 
The next FLAP meetings will be held May 22nd and June 26th 2014 at the Richard Byrd Library, starting at 
7:05PM. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at about 8:50PM. 
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