
Friends of Eakin Park 
Wednesday February 25, 2015 7:30 pm 

Mantua School Cafeteria 

Here is an update on the Eakin Community Park improvements:  

       The Pine Ridge Civic Association will be hosting a meeting on Wednesday, February 25, 

2015 at 7:30 pm at the Mantua Elementary School cafeteria to explore the level of interest 

in forming a Friends of Eakin Park organization.  

       The Park Authority launched an informative webpage about the park improvements. 

       On January 20 the Park Authority prepared a written cost estimate for a 20 foot x 30 foot shelter, 

sidewalks, 2 ADA parking spaces, 8 picnic tables, 1 ADA grill and 2 trash receptacles. The 

improvements are moving forward. 

       The improvements near the Prosperity Avenue park entrance will require an Adopt-A-Park 

agreement between the Park Authority and a community group.   If an adoption arrangement is 

desired a new organization will need to be formed.   

The Eakin Community, Eakin Mantua, and Sally Ormsby Parks contain shared resources that 

need additional tender loving care.  A fresh coat of paint on trashcans and backstops, trimming of 

trees and shrubs, grooming the trail, and maintaining picnic tables would help improve the 

appearance of the parks.  

Each year the maintenance budget of the Park Authority is reduced and many worthwhile 

projects cannot be completed.  If the level of maintenance continues to erode, having a 

neighborhood park may become a liability rather than an asset. 

 Some communities have addressed their wishes and concerns by forming friends groups. An 

example of a recently formed group is the Friends of Long Brank Stream Valley .    

The approved Eakin Park master plan envisioned additional nature trails and a second apparatus 

area. In addition to agreeing to maintain the proposed landscaping, an active friends group could 

raise funds for specific improvements, develop an outdoor classroom, establish a natural 

playground in or near the stream, monitor water quality, and build trails. Hopefully a leadership 

team will step forward on February 25 and agree to consider various options for adopting Eakin 

Park. Pine Ridge will not be able to continue leading the effort.   

If you can’t attend the meeting on February 25 but want to play a key role in improving Eakin 

Park please send me an E-mail or call me at (703) 560-5514 in the evenings. 

Please forward this e-mail to anyone that may have an interest in forming a new organization 

to support Eakin Park. 

Howard Albers 
Parks Representative  
Pine Ridge Civic Association  
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